
Faith Leaders Urge Senate Support of the 
Maryland Healthy Working Families Act 

 
Dear President Miller and Members of the Maryland State Senate, 
 

We are religious leaders from congregations and denominations across Maryland who have 

joined together to promote the health and welfare of our community. While this will take many 

paths, we begin by challenging ourselves and asking you to join us in supporting the right of 

workers to earn sick leave in order to care for themselves or family members. 

  

The basis for recognizing employee rights are the moral principles of autonomy, freedom, and 

human dignity. No one denies that these things exist, that they are morally valuable, and that 

we ought to recognize them as so.  

 

Like all people everywhere, we rely on the health and well-being of our fellow human beings. 

When the health of workers is compromised by illness, they need time away from work to heal 

without fear of losing their jobs. People should not need to choose between earning an income 

to support themselves and their families or taking the time to restore their health or that of 

their family members. Where a worker’s earned income is low, choosing to take off work can 

plunge the family into poverty and dependence on public assistance for survival.  This is 

especially true for those who work in one or more less than full time jobs. Assuring that 

workers can earn time off for healing recognizes their worth and dignity and promotes the 

common good of our community. 

 

We pray for employers and business owners, that they may all learn to value people over profit 

and for our elected leaders that they place those struggling on the margins at the center of 

their deliberations.     

Please pass a strong, meaningful Maryland Healthy Working Families Act (SB472/HB580) that 

specifically includes the most vulnerable employees, the part-time workers.  We also ask that 

you resist calls for exempting specific employers or types of businesses.  
 

With blessing, 
 

Stephen C. Buckingham 

Lay Community Minister and Chair 

Unitarian Universalist Legislative Ministry of Maryland 
 

Bishop Denis J. Madden 
Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Baltimore 



Rev. Marvin M. Silver 
Associate Conference Minister 
Central Atlantic Conference of the United Church of Christ 
 
Rev. Alex Vishio 
Assistant Minister for Social Justice & Witness 
Central Atlantic Conference of the United Church of Christ 
 
Fr. Ty Hullinger, Pastor 
St. Anthony of Padua, St. Dominic and Most Precious Blood Catholic Churches  
Baltimore, MD 
 

The Rev. Megan L. Foley 

Congregational Life Consultant 

Unitarian Universalist Association 

 

Karen Lee Scrivo 

Ministerial Intern 

Unitarian Universalist Legislative Ministry of Maryland 

 

The Rev. Dr. Fredric J. Muir 

Senior Minister 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Annapolis 

 

The Rev. John T. Crestwell, Jr. 

Associate Minister of Outreach, Leadership and Evangelism 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Annapolis 

Lead Minister of AWAKE Ministries 

 

The Rev. Christina Leone Tracy 

Faith Development Minister 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Annapolis 

 

Hannah Roberts Villenave 

Intern Minister 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Annapolis 

 

The Rev. David Carl Olson 

Minister 

First Unitarian Church of Baltimore 



The Rev. Dr. Carletta Allen 

Senior Pastor 
Asbury United Methodist Church, Annapolis MD 
 

The Reverend Kathy Shahinian  

Public Policy Advocate 

Maryland Episcopal Diocese 
 

Susan Krehbiel, Chair 
Maryland Interfaith Legislative Committee 
 
Rabbi Elizabeth Richman 
Jews United for Justice 
 
Alexa Fraser 
Unitarian Universalist Seminarian 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Silver Spring  
 
Dr. Michael S. Franch 
Ethical Culture Leader 
Affiliate Minister 
First Unitarian Church of Baltimore 
 
The Rev. Paige Getty 
Senior Minister 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia 
 
Mary Ellen Russell 
Executive Director 
Maryland Catholic Conference 
 
The Rev. Dr. Stephen Tillett 
Senior Pastor 
Asbury Broadneck United Methodist Church, 
Annapolis, MD 
 
The Rev. Dr. Carl Gregg 
Minister 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Frederick 
 
 
The Rev. Susan LaMar 
Channing Memorial Church, Unitarian Universalist, Ellicott City, MD 



 

The Rev. James Casciotti, S.J. 
Pastor 
Saint Ignatius Catholic Community 
Baltimore MD 
 
Candra Healy 
Chair 
Justice and Peace Committee 
Saint Ignatius Catholic Community 
Baltimore MD 
 
Pastor Gary Dittman 
Amazing Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Baltimore, Md. 21231 
 
The Rev. Dr. Angela Shepherd 
Canon for Mission 
Episcopal Diocese of Maryland 
 
The Rev Jim Casciotti  
Pastor  
St. Ignatius Catholic Church  
Baltimore  

 

The Rev. Roger Scott Powers, Pastor 
Light Street Presbyterian Church 
Baltimore 
 
The Rev. Fred Weimert 
President, CMEC Board 
American Baptist 
 
Adrian Bishop  
Stony Run Meeting of Friends 
 
The Rev. David Caldwell 
Disciples of Christ (DOC) 
 
The Rev. Dr. William Calhoun 
Trinity Baptist Church 
The Rev. Carol L. Cook 
1st Christian Church,   Disciples of Christ (DOC) 
 



The Rev. Dr. Thomas Culbertson  
Episcopal Diocese of Maryland 
 
The Rev. Dellyne Hinton  
Vice President, CMEC Board 
Gwynn Oak United Methodist Church (UMC) 
 
The Rev. Neil O’Farrell 
Delaware-Maryland Synod ELCA 
 
The Rev. Amy Sens  
Six: Eight, United Church of Christ 
 
Fr. Richard H. Tillman  
Church of the Immaculate Conception, Roman Catholic 
 
The Rev. Fred Weimert 
President, CMEC Board 
American Baptist 
 
John Nethercut 
Executive Director 
Public Justice Center 
1 N. Charles St., Suite 200 
Baltimore, MD  21201 
 
Kristin Herber 
Social Justice Council 
Faith Presbyterian Church 
Baltimore 
 
Rabbi Laurie Green 
Baltimore 
 
Rabbi Avis D. Miller 
Chevy Chase, MD  
 
Rabbi Gila Colman Ruskin 
Temple Adas Shalom-Harford Jewish Center 
8 Earlton Rd. ext 
Havre de Grace, MD  
 
Rabbi Gerald Serotta 
InterFaith Conference of Metropolitan Washington 



 
Rabbi Doug Heifetz  
Rabbi, Oseh Shalom  
President, Washington Board of Rabbis 
 
Rabbi Sarah Meytin,  
Silver Spring, MD 
 
Rabbi Jonah Layman 
Shaare Tefila Congregation  
 
Rabbi Charles L. Arian 
Kehilat Shalom 
Gaithersburg, MD 
 
Rabbi Warren Stone 
Temple Emanuel 
10101 Connecticut Ave 
Kensington, Md 20895 
 
Rabbi Shira Stutman 
Sixth & I Historic Synagogue 
 
Rabbi Rachel Ackerman 
Temple Shalom 
Chevy Chase, MD 
 
Rabbi James R Michaels, BCC, D.Min. 
Director of Pastoral Care 
Hebrew Home of Greater Washington 
Charles E Smith Life Communities 
Rockville, MD 
 
Rabbi Charles Feinberg 
Interfaith Action for Human Rights 
 
Rabbi Stephanie Bernstein 

Bethesda, MD 
 
Rabbi Alana Suskin 
Rockville, MD 
Cantor Dr. Ramón Tasat 
Shirat haNefesh congregation 
Chevy Chase, MD 



 
William J. McCarthy 
Executive Director 
Associated Catholic Charities 
 
Regan Vaughan 
Director of Social Concerns & Parish Social Ministry 
Catholic Charities 
 
Rabbi Binyamin Biber  
Humanist Chaplaincy at American University 
Silver Spring, MD 
 
Rabbi Rain Zohav 
Interfaith Families Project 
 
Rabbi George B. Driesen 
Bethesda, MD 
 

Rev. Eric Wellington King, Sr.  
Senior Pastor 
Metropolitan United Methodist Church 
Baltimore 
 
Rev. Archene Turner  
Affiliated Community Minister 
Cedar Lane UU Church 
Bethesda 

  
Rabbi David Shneyer 
Am Kolel 
 
Holli Levinson 
Jews United for Justice 
 
Rev. Michael Durst 
Transitional Minister 
United Church of Christ 
 
Rev. Ellen Witko 
Pastor 
People’s Church of Dover 
 
 



Rev. Timothy Tutt 
Senior Pastor 
Westmoreland Congregational United Church of Christ 
 
Rev. Dr. Donna Martin 
Retired Clergy 
United Church of Christ 
 
Rev. Steven Ostendorf 
Pastor 
Grace United Church of Christ 
 
Rev. Suzanne Schmidt 
Pastor 
Trinity United Church of Christ 
 
Rev. David Smock 
Retire Clergy 
Christ Congregational United Church of Christ 
 
Mr. Charles Ware 
Financial Secretary 
Church of The Holy Trinity 
 
Rev. Arthur Waidmann 
Retired Clergy 
United Church of Christ 
 
Rev. Julia Jarvis 
UCC Minister 
Christ Congregational United Church of Christ 
 
Rev. Brian Murray 
Pastor 
New Covenant Community United Church of Christ 
 
Rev. Darla Ledger 
Pastor 
Bethesda United Church of Christ 
 
Rev. Dr. John Deckenback 
Conference Minister 
Central Atlantic Conference of the United Church of Christ 
 



Rev. Christie Holland 
Church Modertaor 
United Church of Christ Seneca Valley 
 
Rev. Rebecca Shillingburg  
Clergy 
United Church of Christ 
 
Rev. Amy Sens 
Pastor 
Six:Eight United Church of Christ 
 
Rev. Beth O'Malley 
Dean of Chapel 
Hood College 
 
Rev. Marilyn Washburn 
Retired Clergy 
Church of the Holy Trinity 
 
Rev. Gordon Forbes 
Retired Clergy 
United Church of Christ 
 
Rev. Jean Alexander 
Clergy 
United Church of Christ 
 
Rev. Jean Thompson 
Minister for Pastoral Care 
Bethesda United Church of Christ 
 
Rev. Marlon Tilghman 
Milford Mill United Methodist Church & BRIDGE Maryland 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 


