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As set forth below, DuPont’s C-8 problems are expanding in the United 
States, Europe, and Asia. Notwithstanding these material developments, the 
company has yet to update its disclosure regarding the extent of its C-8 
related liabilities to stakeholders and to make proper accruals. DuPont 
stakeholders should demand that DuPont answer how each of these 
developments will impact its environmental liability exposure and the future 
of Chemours. 

1. C-8 Contamination from DuPont’s Teflon Plant in Dordrecht, 
Netherlands 

Earlier this year, breaking news spread throughout Europe of DuPont’s C-
8 contamination of the air and water in the area surrounding Dordrecht, 
Netherlands. As a result of sustained media attention and public concern, 
the South Holland Provincial Parliament held multiple hearings, including 
testimony from Keep Your Promises DuPont, to determine the course of 
action needed. Early testing of area residents’ blood serum levels has 
revealed serious levels of exposure,1 prompting Dutch State Secretary of 
the Ministry of Infrastructure and the Environment Sharon Dijskma to 
call for an accelerated testing program of residents’ blood serum levels for 
C-8 contamination.2 

At this time, litigation against DuPont is being explored3 while the Dutch 
Parliament is being urged to initiate hearings regarding C-8 contamination 
and a criminal investigation is being initiated.4 

 

 

 

 
                                                        
1 Schokkende resultaten bloedtest Dupont-fabriek, Algemeen Dagblad, April 7, 2016,  
http://www.ad.nl/ad/nl/1012/Nederland/article/detail/4277176/2016/04/07/Schokkende-
resultaten-bloedtest-Dupont-fabriek.dhtml 
2 Bezorgde Dijksma wil snel C8-onderzoek Dupont, Algemeen Dagblad, April 21, 2016, 
http://www.ad.nl/ad/nl/32605/Dordrecht/article/detail/4286448/2016/04/21/Bezorgde-Dijksma-
wil-snel-C8-onderzoek-Dupont.dhtml 
3 Advocaten ontdekken 'DuPont', Algemeen Dagblad, April 13, 2016, 
http://www.ad.nl/ad/nl/32605/Dordrecht/article/detail/4281332/2016/04/13/Advocaten-
ontdekken-DuPont.dhtml 
4 PFOA (C8) en Chemours/DuPont, Omgevingsdienst Zuid-Holland Zuid, 
http://www.ozhz.nl/actueel/ 
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2. C-8 Contamination from DuPont’s Teflon Plant in Shimizu, Japan 

DuPont tracked C-8 blood levels in its Shimizu, Japan facility workers for 
years, just as the company did in Parkersburg, WV and Dordrecht.5 
Workers from several stages of the production process have shown 
exceptionally high C-8 levels in their blood, and C-8 has been detected in 
10 wells at the production facility.6 

3. Growing Liabilities in the Mid-Ohio Valley 

In February 2016, city officials in Vienna, West Virginia reported levels of 
C-8 contamination in municipal drinking water exceeding 0.1 parts per 
billion,7 a level above the EPA’s provisional guideline for C-8 
contamination and far exceeding 0.001 ppb, the level deemed safe by 
leading C-8 scientists.8 This discovery, in addition to findings in Covington, 
Kentucky, 200 miles away from the source of the contamination, 
demonstrates that liabilities could grow substantially in the mid-Ohio 
Valley.9 

4. Growing Liabilities Arising from the Leach Settlement 

In an order dated April 18, 2016, Federal Judge Sargus specified that the 
next 40 cases to be tried beginning next year will all be cancer cases 
related to C-8 exposure. The first judgment awarded $1.6 million to a 
plaintiff who claimed C-8 in water caused her to contract kidney cancer.10 

                                                        
5 DuPont Internal Testing Documents from Shimizu Works Facility, 2010, 
https://yosemite.epa.gov/oppts/epatscat8.nsf/ALLIDS/436608BAB73FA34A852577690050138
4/$FILE/89100000270.pdf?OpenElement 
6 Teflon Toxin Contamination Has Spread Throughout the World, The Intercept, April 19, 
2016, 
https://theintercept.com/2016/04/19/teflon-toxin-contamination-has-spread-throughout-the-
world/ 
7 Vienna officials talk C8 in water, News and Sentinel, February 12, 2016, 
http://www.newsandsentinel.com/page/content.detail/id/622379/Vienna-officials-talk-C8-in-
water.html 
8 Tiny Concentrations of Teflon Chemical C-8 Harmful to Public Health, Keep Your Promises 
DuPont, August 20, 2015, 
http://keepyourpromisesdupont.com/%E2%80%8Btiny-concentrations-teflon-chemical-c-8-
harmful-public-health/ 
9 An Important Health Warning for Ohio River Communities, Keep Your Promises DuPont, 
September 2, 2015, 
http://keepyourpromisesdupont.com/important-health-warning-ohio-river-communities/ 
10 DuPont Must List Finances, Liabilities, News and Sentinel, March 31, 2016, 
http://www.newsandsentinel.com/page/content.detail/id/624876/DuPont-must-list-finances--
liabilities.html?nav=5054 
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This award did not include punitive damages, which very well may be 
awarded in future cases given the well-documented fact that DuPont knew 
about the contamination and the harms of C-8.11 

Moreover, DuPont’s current C-8 class is expected to grow as a consequence 
of increased awareness of the C-8 issue in the affected communities as well 
as the administration of the C-8 Medical Monitoring Program. 

5. Accelerating Government Action  

The discovery of C-8 contamination in drinking water in communities in 
New York, New Hampshire, and Vermont, in addition to the growing 
awareness of the science of C-8 contamination’s effects on human health, 
has resulted in unprecedented government attention in 2016.  

EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy signaled in April that the agency’s 
long-awaited standard for C-8 contamination levels should be released by 
mid-May 2016.12 Environmental Working Group released a letter on April 
25 criticizing EPA’s “glacial pace and uneven approach to protecting the 
public from this highly persistent, bioaccumulative and toxic chemical.” 
The letter urged EPA to set an enforceable drinking water safety standard 
for C-8, investigate and make public all locations where the chemical was 
produced, used or dumped, and improve efforts to test public water 
systems for PFOA and other currently unregulated pollutants.13 

Further, on April 22, the Congressional delegation from Vermont, 
including Sen. Sanders (I), Sen. Leahy (D), and Rep. Welch (D), sent a 
letter to lawmakers urging them to ensure stricter federal rules and 
deference to strong state protections already in place in Vermont.14  

 

                                                        
11 Letters to EPA Administrator McCarthy, 2016, 
https://actionnetwork.org/user_files/user_files/000/005/532/original/_Untitled__(8).pdf? 
12 McCarthy Signals Impending EPA Action On PFC Drinking Water Levels, Inside EPA, 
April 14, 2016, 
https://actionnetwork.org/user_files/user_files/000/006/682/original/InsideEPA_McCarthy_PF
Cs_41416.pdf 
13 Letter to EPA Administrator McCarthy, Environmental Working Group, April 25, 2016, 
https://cdn.ewg.org/sites/default/files/u381/EWG-Letter-EPA-PFOA-April-25-
2016.pdf?_ga=1.19045307.229753746.1461593082 
14 Letter from Vermont Congressional Delegation Regarding TSCA, April 19, 2016, 
http://www.leahy.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Vermont%20delegation%20TSCA%20041916%20
Letter.pdf 
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Conclusion 

DuPont admits it is liable for C-8 obligations, yet the company does not have 
any accrual balance to pay for related C-8 costs. In its most recent 10-K, the 
company reports it has a $20 million accrual balance for PFOA costs, and a 
corresponding $20 million indemnification asset pursuant to its separation 
agreement with Chemours.15 

Despite overwhelming evidence that DuPont’s C-8 issues are growing 
worldwide, the company has reported no change in accrual for C-8 liabilities 
and no additional disclosure. 

The overwhelming burden of C-8 liabilities, as well as those from Benzene, 
171 undisclosed remediation sites, and other environmental issues threatens 
the success of DuPont’s Chemours spinoff. As these liabilities are realized, 
Chemours will quickly be overwhelmed and unable to fulfill these obligations, 
causing the liabilities to revert back to DuPont with profound consequences 
for DuPont, Chemours, and the companies’ stakeholders. 

 

 

  

 

                                                        
15 DuPont 10-K filing, for year ended Dec. 31, 2015, 
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/30554/000003055416000106/dd-12312015x10k.htm 


