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(Isaiah 42:3) 

 

The VOICE-Buffalo Newsletter - August 2018 

 
VOICE Buffalo Access Task Force Leaders March at the ADA Anniversary Walk & Roll for Accessibility 

 
THANK YOU to everyone who came out to participate in the ADA Anniversary Walk & Roll for 
Accessibility on July 26th. And especially, THANK YOU to all the folks on the organizing 
committee who worked so hard on logistics and turnout for the action. Thanks to YOU, we had 
a powerful march and press conference and got some great media coverage about the gross 
injustice of having an office for people with disabilities on a site that is inaccessible to people 
with disabilities. GREAT WORK, ALL! 

 
Upcoming Dates 

x 8/14, 5:30PM: BILT Board Meeting @ Holy Cross Church, 345 7th St. 
x 8/21, 5:30PM: Criminal Justice Task Force Meeting @ VOICE office, 2495 Main St. #547 
x 8/23, 5:30PM: Clergy and Faith Leaders Caucus @ Location TBA 
x 9/6, 5:30PM: Peace Circles Practice @ R Healin’ Center, 1057 Kensington 
x 9/11, 5:30PM: BILT Board Meeting @ Location TBA 
x 9/12, 10:00AM: Access Task Force Meeting @ Location TBA 
x 10/25, 5:30PM: VOICE and BILT Public Meeting @ Elim Fellowship (70 Chalmers Ave.) 
x 11/15, 8:00AM: VOICE Buffalo Sustainers Breakfast @ Villa Maria College 

 
Contents 

x Access Task Force - p. 2 
x BILT - pp. 2-3 
x Clergy Caucus - p. 3 

x Criminal Justice Task Force - pp. 3-4 
x Black Entrepreneurs – pp. 4-5 
x Fund Development - p. 6 
x Leadership Development - p. 6 



 

 

 
Access Task Force 
Over 200 people turned out for the “Walk and 
Roll for Accessibility” on July 26. This crowd, in 
mobility devices, with walkers, and on foot, 
proceeded from the Southgate shopping plaza, 
the site of the nearest bus stop, to the DDSO – a 
three-mile trek that includes sidewalks in 
disrepair. Their chants included “Nothing About 

Us Without Us!” and “What Do We Want? Access…When do We Want It? Now!” A post 
Walk/Roll press-conference at the DDSO featured Accessibility Task Force leaders Mike Rogers, 
Andrew Marcum, Marie Malinowski, BJ Stasio, Sheila Bush and Tod Vaarwerk. Several 
politicians from the Western New York delegation, including Senator Robert Ortt, Chair of the 
Committee on Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities, reiterated the call of the walkers 
and rollers – the DDSO needs to be relocated to a more accessible location.  

The event was a clear signal to New York State’s governor that the Buffalo community, 
represented by the VOICE-Buffalo Accessibility Task Force, believes accessibility is a human 
right. The time has come to move the DDSO to a location that is within reach of the people who 
need it most. The Task Force called on the governor and gubernatorial candidates to attend the 
October 25 Public Meeting, to show their support for people with disabilities and their right to 
an accessible DDSO.    

The Accessibility Task Force’s next meeting is Wednesday, September 12th, from 10 am – 11:30 
am, location TBA. If you have questions or want to participate, please contact Brian Zralek at 
(615)636-7197 or brian@voicebuffalo.org. 

 
BILT  
Leaders from BILT are following up from the 
Strategic Plan that was created in June. With 
this framework, we are developing new 
committees and task forces to focus on 
campaign work and governance matters. BILT 
leaders are getting ready for the October 25 
Public Meeting, with plans to collaborate 
with the VOICE-Buffalo Accessibility and 
Criminal Justice Task Forces on a powerful 
event. BILT will be losing one of its founding 
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members and current co-chair, Grace Karambizi, in August. Grace will be traveling to Vermont 
to pursue a degree in medicine, beginning this fall. The BILT community thanks Grace for her 
leadership and wishes her well in her endeavors! 

 

The next BILT board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 14 from 5:30 pm – 7 pm at Holy 
Cross church. The next BILT Membership Meeting will be Tuesday, September 11. Contact Brian 
Zralek at (615)636-7197 or brian@voicebuffalo.org if you have questions.  

 
Clergy and Faith Leaders Caucus 
The VOICE Clergy and Faith Leaders Caucus met last month and had a dynamic conversation 
about how we put our faith into action. Clergy present described a pull to respond to the pain 
and injustice of our community that propels them 
to serve. Society is looking closely at how faith 
based communities respond to oppression of 
others. Are we truly accountable to our faith and 
our position in the community? 

Please join us at our next Clergy and Faith 
Leaders Caucus meeting, Thursday, August 23rd at 
5:30PM, location TBA. Please contact 
whitney@voicebuffalo.org if you’d like to be 
added to the Clergy and Faith Leaders Caucus 
mailing list. You do not have be a member of clergy to attend. 

 
Criminal Justice Task Force 
The Criminal Justice Task Force (CJTF) is working towards the adoption of the Law Enforcement 
Assisted Diversion (LEAD) program in Buffalo.  Currently, we are coordinating with our partners 
from the LEAD policy team to make sure they are with us on our pilot proposal.  Next we will 
meet with key police officials culminating in a meeting with Commissioner Lockwood to discuss 
this proposal and share the over 1300 post cards we have collected.   

At the start of this year Peace Hubs were just still a concept.  In September, however, we will 
have two monthly meetings: one on September 6th from 5-7:30PM at the R Healing Center 
(1057 Kensington Ave.) in the Kensington-Bailey neighborhood, and another on September 11 

mailto:brian@voicebuffalo.org
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from 6-8:30pm at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo (695 Elmwood Ave.) in the 
Elmwood Village.  We are working to add St. Joseph’s in University Heights, New Mt. Ararat in 
the Fruit Belt, the Renovation Center in Black Rock, and Pilgrim St. Luke’s on Richmond 
bordering the Westside.  The Peace Hubs project will require the engagement of as many 
people as possible and we are calling for all hands to get on deck and get involved with this 
effort to change our culture from the ground up.  There is a two-day Certificate Training in 
Restorative Practices at Lincoln Memorial United Methodist Church, 641 Masten Avenue, 9am-
3:30pm on October 11 and 12.  The training costs $100, but please do not let the price tag be 
an obstacle to you.  We have resources to help.  Contact Whitney Walker about financial 
assistance.   

The work of building community capacity for Peace Circles is ultimately linked to our effort to 
reduce suspensions in the schools and fight mass incarceration.  We believe that the best way 
to gently push our schools to more fully engage 
restorative practices is to inform and train 
parents about restorative practices.  Informed 
parents will advocate for the children and 
together we will demand the needed changes in 
our school culture.  Please contact Heron 
Simmonds at heron@voicebuffalo.org to get 
involved with these efforts.  The next Criminal 
Justice Taskforce will most likely be on Tuesday, 
September 18, 5-7pm at the VOICE Buffalo office. 

 
Black Entrepreneurs Initiative 
The Black Entrepreneurship Initiative is actively building a network of local entrepreneurs, 
business owners, educators, and specialists to 
create a foundation of solidarity in the black 
economy. Co-operatives are one strategy based 
on fairness, democracy, and equality. The co-
operative business model has a global track 
record of helping communities become 
sustainable and achieving more equitable 
distribution of wealth. The Black 
Entrepreneurship Initiative is collecting survey 
data from business owners and consumers in the 
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community. If you are interested in committing to this work or completing a survey, please 
contact whitney@voicebuffalo.org to be added to the next zoom meeting or receive a survey.  

 
Fund Development 
To celebrate our existing sustainers (monthly donors) and encourage new folks to join our 
Sustainers Program, we are holding our annual Sustainers Breakfast on Thursday, November 
15th at 8:00am at Villa Maria College. Please mark your calendars and make plans to attend—
and bring some folks from your congregation or organization who would like to learn how they 
can become Sustainers of VOICE Buffalo’s important work. For the cost of your morning coffee 
each month, you can FUND the change you wish to see in your community! Watch your email 
for a more detailed announcement, and stay tuned – your community organizer will be in touch 
soon with a packet of invitations for each member organization. 

We're always looking for leaders to join us in the fundraising work that makes VOICE Buffalo's 
mission possible. To get involved, email our Internal Organizer Leslie Nickerson at 
leslie@voicebuffalo.org.  

 
Leadership Development 
See attached flyer (next page) for details on how you can become a certified Peace Circles and 
Peace Conference Facilitator! 

mailto:whitney@voicebuffalo.org


 
 
 

 Location:  
Lincoln Memorial United Methodist 
Church 
641 Masten Avenue 
Buffalo, Ny 14209 
 

Dates: October 11th and 12th  
 

Time: 9am -3:30pm 
 

FEE: $100 

Training will Include: 
 
❖ An Introduction to Restorative Practices 

 
❖ Restorative Justice Circles 

 
❖ Restorative Conferencing 

 
❖ A discussion on developing Restorative Justice in 

Buffalo 
 

❖ A thorough history of circles and conferencing, 
including information on circle types, and the 
process 
 

❖ Proactive role-play practices with various circles 
with feedback 
 

❖ Certificate for Circles and Conferencing 
 

❖ Next Steps on Restorative Conferencing in Courts 
 

LEARN MORE @ ECRJC.ORG/TRAINING 


