“Faithfully Bringing Forth Justice”
(Isaiah 42:3)

The VOICE-Buffalo Newsletter - September 2018

VOICE Buffalo Access Task Force Leaders in a Power Meeting with Assemblyman Sean Ryan

Happy September, comrades! VOICE Buffalo is gearing up for a powerful Fall organizing season,
with a big Public Meeting planned for October 25th. This meeting will lift up two issues
impacting our community: the need for an accessible DDSO for our community members with
disabilities, and the failure of the Buffalo Public Schools to provide a quality education to
English Language Learners. Join us to demand that the Governor and Gubernatorial Candidates
and the Superintendent of the Buffalo Public Schools commit to concrete steps to fix these
problems!

Upcoming Dates
•
•
•
•
•
•

9/11, 5:30-7:30PM: VOICE Buffalo Membership Council and BILT Board (Joint Meeting)
@ West Side Community Services, 161 Vermont St.
9/12, 10:00AM: Access Task Force Meeting @ UU Church of Buffalo, 695 Elmwood Ave.
9/18, 5:00PM: Criminal Justice Task Force Meeting @ VOICE office, 2495 Main #547
9/27, 5:30PM: Clergy and Faith Leaders Caucus Meeting @ Location TBA
10/25, 5:30PM: VOICE and BILT Public Meeting @ Elim Fellowship, 70 Chalmers Ave.
11/15, 8:00AM: VOICE Buffalo Sustainers Breakfast @ Villa Maria College
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Accessibility Task Force
VOICE-Buffalo Accessibility Task Force leaders,
including Marie Malinowski, Andrew Marcum and
Max Donatelli, met with Adam Sassone, Western New
York Representative for Governor Cuomo, on August
29. Pastor Giles also participated in the meeting to
express broad community and congregational
support for this campaign. Leaders considered this a
very powerful interaction, in which they described
the problems with the location of the current DDSO and the reasons for relocating offices in a more
accessible location. Leaders shared a three-point plan that includes a long-term commitment to
relocation of all DDSO offices, establishment of a “Citizens Inclusionary Workgroup” that will study the
details and make recommendations on the relocation, and a commitment to relocating the core services
into a shared “satellite” location in Buffalo. The task force is awaiting a response from Mr. Sassone on
the Governor’s commitment to these requests.
As conditions at the West Seneca location continue to pose hazards to employees and clients alike, task
Force leaders are pursuing relationship with the unions involved in the workings of the DDSO in West
Seneca, knowing that their support could add a powerful voice to campaign to move the DDSO.
Finally, the Task Force is preparing for the October 25 Public Meeting, pinning down public officials for
their support of the campaign, encouraging our speakers, talking up our turn-out goals and getting ready
for an amazing event!
The Accessibility Task Force’s next meeting is Wednesday, September 12, from 10 am – 11:30 am at the
Unitarian Universalist Church of Buffalo – 695 Elmwood Ave. If you have questions or want to
participate, please contact Brian Zralek at (615)636-7197 or brian@voicebuffalo.org.

BILT
The BILT group is developing a very clear issue cut
for the October 25 Public Meeting. It is well
known that Buffalo Public Schools graduated only
26% of English Language Learner students (ELLs),
while 43% of ELLs dropped out of school in 2017.
BILT has been developing relationships with the
BPS Multilingual Department to determine the
reasons for these statistics and to come up with
solutions. There is a September 6 meeting with
multilingual that will help direct BILT’s next steps.
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Another problem BILT has been examining is immigrant and refugee parent involvement in schools.
There are several significant reasons our local schools lack robust immigrant parent involvement in
school governance. BILT wants to bridge the diverse immigrant parent population and the BPS Parent
and Family Engagement department. We are meeting with community leaders on September 10 to
dialogue about ways to bring the BPS Parent Involvement administrators into their communities, to help
develop trusting relationships between these parties.
On top of these activities, BILT is preparing for the October 25 Public Meeting. We are identifying
speakers and other leaders who will articulate BILT’s concerns and request a commitment from public
officials. We anticipate an exciting and powerful event!
Want to learn more about BILT? Join us at the Membership Meeting from 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm on
Tuesday, September 11 at the West Side Community Services Center (161 Vermont Street). Contact
Brian Zralek at (615)636-7197 or
brian@voicebuffalo.org if you have questions.

Clergy and Faith Leaders Caucus
The VOICE Clergy and Faith Leaders Caucus met
last month and had a dynamic conversation
about how we can put our faith into action this
fall to support the work of the Accessibility Task
Force. Pastor Giles gave a faith reflection about
how the faith community has become divided,
and how this is counterproductive to our different faiths. Cultural racism relies on our division,
and it is up to our clergy body to empower our fellow faith leaders and congregants to engage
in social justice work. Sheila Bush was our guest for the evening and gave a compelling
presentation on the narrative of the Accessibility Task Force campaign: that inaccessible
services and segregation compound the marginalization of our brothers and sisters with
disabilities. She called on the faith leaders and members of VOICE Buffalo to put their faith into
action by sharing this narrative and helping the community build power to attend the public
meeting. With excellent turnout, we can move the governor to take action on behalf of people
with disabilities.
Please join us at our next Clergy and Faith Leaders Caucus meeting, Thursday, September 27th
at 5:30PM, location TBA. Please contact whitney@voicebuffalo.org if you’d like to be added to
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the Clergy and Faith Leaders Caucus mailing list. You do not have be a member of clergy to
attend.

Criminal Justice Task Force
Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion (LEAD) program in Buffalo continues to be the top most
concern of the Criminal Justice Task Force. We have faith that September will be a pivotal
month as we move forward with our partners from the LEAD Working Group. We are being
careful about planning a power meeting Commissioner Lockwood to discuss this proposal and
share the over 1300 post cards we have collected.
The Peace Hubs project will require the engagement of as many people of good will and faith as
possible. We are calling for all hands to get on deck and get involved with this effort to change
our culture from the ground up. There is a training opportunity at Lincoln Memorial United
Methodist Church, 641 Masten Avenue, 9am-3:30pm on October 11 and 12. The training costs
$100, but please do not let the price tag be an
obstacle to you. We have resources to help.
Contact Whitney Walker about financial
assistance. If you have training then we should
see you at the R Healing Center, 1057 Kensington
Ave, on the first Thursday of the month, 6
September, 5pm-7:30pm, OR at Unitarian
Universalist Church of Buffalo, 695 Elmwood
Avenue, on the second Tuesday of the month, 11
September, 6pm-8:30 pm. Contact Heron or
Pastor Dan if you have an interest in leading a circle!
The work of building community capacity for Peace Circles is ultimately linked to our effort to
reduce suspensions in the schools and fight mass incarceration. We believe that the best way
to gently push our schools to more fully engage restorative practices is to inform and train
parents about restorative practices. Informed parents will advocate for the children and
together we will demand the needed changes in our school culture. While the VOICE-Board has
determined that we are not ready to frame a question about Restorative Practices at our next
Public Meeting, we will work towards a special Public Meeting in May prior to the School Board
Elections. Please contact Heron Simmonds at heron@voicebuffalo.org to get involved with
these efforts. The next Criminal Justice Taskforce meeting will be on Tuesday, September 18,
from 5-7pm.
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Black Entrepreneurs Initiative
Last month, the BEI Task Force, along with some
members of VOICE Buffalo’s Clergy and Board,
met with a representative of National Community
Reinvestment Coalition to discuss the work of the
Buffalo Niagara Community Reinvestment
Coalition and the Black Entrepreneurship
Initiative. We learned that participation in CRAs is
just as critical as actions and participation in
voting. Without sufficient participation, banks are not held accountable, and oppression of
communities of color and cities in poverty is allowed to continue. Less than 3% of the voting
population participates in CRA. We discussed some of the successes and challenges of BNCRC
work and discussed how this work aligns with some of the mission and overall goal of the Black
Entrepreneurship Initiative. Please join us for our next zoom meeting! Contact
whitney@voicebuffalo.org for time and login information.

Fund Development
To celebrate our existing sustainers (monthly donors) and encourage new folks to join our
Sustainers Program, we are holding our annual Sustainers Breakfast on Thursday, November
15th at 8:00am at Villa Maria College. Please mark your calendars and make plans to attend—
and bring some folks from your congregation or organization who would like to learn how they
can become Sustainers of VOICE Buffalo’s important work. For the cost of your morning coffee
each month, you can FUND the change you wish to see in your community! Watch your email
for a more detailed announcement, and stay tuned – your community organizer will be in touch
soon with a packet of invitations for each member organization.
We're always looking for leaders to join us in the fundraising work that makes VOICE Buffalo's
mission possible. To get involved, email our Internal Organizer Leslie Nickerson at
leslie@voicebuffalo.org.

Voter Engagement Canvassing
See attached flyer (next page) for details on how you can help us register voters and increase
turnout at the polls!
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VOTER REGISTRATION
CANVASSING
MONDAYS AND THURSDAYS
9/10 - 10/12 , 5:15 PM - 7:30 PM
9/10 & 9/13 - LOWER WEST SIDE, MEET AT FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - 1 SYMPHONY CIR
9/17 - NORTH SIDE, MEET AT RAQ'S - 322
AMHERST ST
9/20 - FILLMORE , MEET AT MATT URBAN
COMMUNITY CENTER - 1081 BROADWAY
9/24- FRUITBELT, MEET AT 138 GRAPE ST
9/27 - MASTEN, MEET AT DELEVAN GRIDER
CENTER - 877 EAST DELAVAN AVE
10/4 - ELLICOTT, MEET AT 138 GRAPE ST
10/11 - NORTH SIDE, MEET AT RAQ'S - 322
AMHERST ST

For more info, contact Kirk: kirk@cejbuffalo.org or 716-474-7045

