
The Mayor is planning on expanding Rikers with four 
new jails for over $10 billion. Instead of building new 
jails, this money should be used to create safe, strong 
neighborhoods by addressing our needs. Check out 
the four major false claims the Mayor is using to sell 
these jails.

The Mayor Claims that he will close 
Rikers in 2027.
•	 In 2027, Mayor de Blasio will not be in office to close Rikers.
•	 There is no legally binding document ensuring Rikers’ 

closure. 
•	 The Mayor is currently spending $1 billion to renovate 

Rikers and other NYC jails. 

The Mayor claims closing Rikers is only 
possible if we build new jails. 
•	 Ending broken windows policing would prevent tens of 

thousands of New Yorkers from going to jail or getting 
ticketed.

•	 Ending pre-trial detention would reduce the daily jail 
population by an average of 6,192 people.

The Mayor claims having jails close to 
our communities will improve responses 
to inhumane conditions and family 
visitation. 
•	 MDC Brooklyn, The Tombs, and Brooklyn House of 

Detention are neighborhood  jails that, despite community 
outrage, have had inhumane conditions for years.

•	 Historically, whenever a new jail was built to improve 
conditions, the abuse of incarcerated people and their 
visitors persisted.

The Mayor claims that this plan will 
help New York decarcerate. 
•	 This plan will build 6,000 new cages, which have the 

capacity to incarcerate tens of thousands of people per 
year. If they build it, they will fill it.

•	 Neighborhoods near new jails will face increased 
surveillance, leading to more incarceration.

•	 The Mayor advocates replacing cash bail with a system 
that would restrict more people from being eligible to leave 
jail pre-trial, increasing incarceration. 

Mayor de Blasio’s Jail Expansion Plan!

Our Vision
How $10 billion can be used 
to build safe & strong 
communities

End Homelessness
Right now the city intentionally funds an 
unsafe shelter system. We should use $10 
billion to house every homeless person in 
NYC. 

Strengthen NYCHA
The Mayor is using repairs as an excuse to 
sell off 62,000 NYCHA units to corporate 
management. The money to expand Rikers 
should be used to repair NYCHA and 
create high-quality public housing for our 
community. 

Transform Mental Health 
Jails punish and warehouse poor people 
with mental health needs. We have an 
opportunity to build holistic mental health 
facilities that can serve all New Yorkers.

Guarantee the Future
NYC could use these funds to create 
thousands of jobs for youth, more diverse 
and equitable classrooms to fulfill the need 
for more teachers and counselors, and 
develop safe learning environments that set 
our children on the path towards success.

Website: 
nonewjails.nyc

Twitter: 
@nonewjails_nyc

Email:
 nonewjails.ny@gmail.com
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