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MADP Social Media Power Hour Graphics + Sample Posts
Pair these Graphics with our Sample Posts on pages (13-14) to make more of an impact!
PLEASE USE ON APRIL 13th from 1PM-3PM CST!

Feel free to add in more content on abolition from www.madpmo.org about policy issues of the death penalty.

Be sure to use the hashtags and tags: #ShowMeJustice #AbolishTheDeathPenalty @madpmo

Scroll down to get graphics for twitter, facebook, and instagram.
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MADP Social Media Power Hour Sample Posts
Pair these sample posts with our Social Media Graphics to make more of an impact!
PLEASE USE ON APRIL 13th from 1PM-3PM CST!
For use on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram. Feel free to add in more content from www.madpmo.org.

_______________________________________________________


The modern death penalty is the direct descendant of slavery, lynching, and Jim Crow segregation. In order to reconcile with the injustices of our past, we must end the unjust systems of our present. #ShowMeJustice #AbolishTheDeathPenalty @madpmo 

_______________________________________________________

The Death Penalty: 
-is a bloated government program
-kills innocent people
-delays justice for victims’ families
-wastes millions of taxpayer dollars

#ShowMeJustice #AbolishTheDeathPenalty @madpmo 

_______________________________________________________

The death penalty diverts resources from genuine public safety and resources victims and their families. #ShowMeJustice #AbolishTheDeathPenalty @madpmo

_______________________________________________________

“Ending the federal death penalty—which is as cruel as it is ineffective in deterring crime—is a racial justice issue and must come to an end. @AyannaPressley

Call your MO Representatives/Senators to cosponsor & support the Federal Death Penalty Prohibition Act. #ShowMeJustice


_______________________________________________________

“... death sentences are not about justice. They are about who has institutional power & who doesn’t. Like slavery & lynching did before it, the death penalty perpetuates cycles of trauma, violence & state-sanctioned murder in Black & Brown communities.”
@CoriBush #ShowMeJustice 

_______________________________________________________

Contact your Missouri Congress Members and Senators to request that they co-sponsor and support the Federal Death Penalty Prohibition Act of 2021.

#ShowMeJustice #AbolishTheDeathPenalty @madpmo @AyannaPressley @CoriBush @SenatorDurbin

_______________________________________________________

In Defense of Black Lives

Contact your Missouri Congress Members and Senators and urge them to co-sponsor the Federal Death Penalty Prohibition Act of 2021.

#ShowMeJustice #AbolishTheDeathPenalty @madpmo

_______________________________________________________

The same Missouri counties that carried out racial terror lynchings pursue the death penalty more frequently today.

It is time to move on from the use of racial terror and vengeance.

Death is not justice.

#ShowMeJustice #AbolishTheDeathPenalty @madpmo
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Brought to you by Missourians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty - www.madpmo.org - @madpmo 

You can find your representatives and their contact info by clicking on the link and entering your address and city: https://www.senate.mo.gov/legislookup/default.aspx 

This Phone Zap Sample Script is for use on April 14th and 15th, 2021. 

Picking up the phone and calling your legislators may be the easiest and quickest way to share your opinion. Don’t hesitate to call. Remember that your legislator wants to represent the needs of their district; remind them who they represent. By conveying your interests to your legislator, they will have a better understanding of how to serve their constituency’s needs. If you’re nervous about making this phone call and would like some assistance in preparing, read more info below and don’t hesitate to contact us for assistance at info@madpmo.org. 

During Your Call  
Identify yourself. When you contact the office, be sure to tell the person answering the phone that you are a constituent. Legislative offices get hundreds of phone calls a day. As a constituent, you should receive priority attention.  
Make contact with the right person. Remember that telephone calls are often taken by a staff member, not the legislator. Ask to speak or leave a message with the aide who handles the issue you wish to leave a comment about.
Leave a brief message. After identifying yourself, tell the aide you would like to leave a brief message for the legislator, such as: “Please tell Representative _______________ that I support “Abolishing the Death Penalty,” or “Doing an Itemized Cost Study of Death Penalty in Missouri”  State your reasons concisely. 
Learn your representative’s stance and gather notes from your communications to share with MADP. 
Thank your representative for their support and/or time. Legislator’s assistants are your best friend when it comes to communicating with legislators. 

(Note: You can learn more about the death penalty in Missouri at www.madpmo.org/policy-issues)  


SAMPLE SCRIPTS:

For Use on April 14th, 2021 - State Abolition Phone Zap Sample. 

“Hi, my name is _____ and I live at/in _____. I am a constituent of Representative/Senator ______. I am calling today to ask for the support of legislation related to abolishing the death penalty and doing a thorough cost study of this broken system. (Optional: I oppose the death penalty because…[choose one, all from the list of Talking Points below, or fill in your own). Thank you for your time, to learn more about the death penalty in Missouri or to speak to a representative with MADP, please contact info@madpmo.org.” 

Note: if you are leaving a message on an answering machine, make sure to clearly state your name and phone number or email address.

For Use on April 15th, 2021 - Federal Abolition Phone Zap Sample. 

Please Use This Script if your Representative is: Ann Wagner, Blaine Luetekmeyer, Vicky Hartzler, Sam Graves, Billy Long, and Jason T. Smith:

“Hello, my name is _________ I am calling today to ask Congress Member _________ to co-sponsor and support HR 262, the Federal Death Penalty Prohibition Act of 2021. I live in [Name of city or your district]. 
I oppose the death penalty because…(choose one, all from the list of Talking Points below, or fill in your own). Thank you for your time, you can further reach me at _______ or speak with a Representative with MADP at info@madpmo.org.” 

Note: if you are leaving a message on an answering machine, make sure to clearly state your name and phone number or email address.

Please Use This Script if your Representative is: Cori Bush and Emmanuel Cleaver:

“Hello, my name is [insert name] I am calling today to thank [Congress Member’s name] for cosponsoring HR 262, the Federal Death Penalty Prohibition Act of 2021. I live at/in _____. I oppose the death penalty because…(choose one, all from the list of Talking Points below, or fill in your own). Thank you for your time, you can further reach me at _______ or speak with a Representative with MADP at info@madpmo.org.” 



Talking Points:

· The death penalty hurts the families of murder victims, subjecting them to decades of what-ifs and re-opening old wounds every time the case is mentioned in the news. 
· Resources currently allocated for the death penalty should be reallocated for effective crime prevention, mental health treatment, education and rehabilitation, meaningful victims’ services, and drug treatment programs
· 185 people have been officially exonerated and freed after serving time on death row for a crime they did not commit. No one knows how many more innocent people are under sentence of death, or how many have actually been executed. Surely we can all agree that the risk of executing even one innocent person is too much. 
· Law enforcement officials are on the record discussing how traumatic it is to take part in an execution. 
· We can do a better job protecting the physical and mental health of our prison workers by eliminating the death penalty. 
· We know that we can be kept safe and hold dangerous individuals accountable for their actions without the death penalty because it’s what we do the vast majority of the time. 

[Thank the legislator and state your contact information.] 


Once you’ve made your phone call, fill out the MADP response form to let us know how your call went and if you gathered any information about your legislator’s stance. You can fill out this form after each day, or once at the end of the week and return to info@madpmo.org.
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You can find your representatives and their contact info by clicking on the link and entering your address and city: https://www.senate.mo.gov/legislookup/default.aspx

This Letter Writing and Email Sample is for use on April 14th, 2021. 

If you do not use social media, you can take the time to write a handwritten letter to your representative during our Social Media Power Hour on April 12th. Remember, Handwritten letters sent in the postal mail always make the most impact.

Please use this sample below:

“My name is [insert name] and I am [writing/calling] today to ask Representative/Senator _______  to support ending the death penalty in Missouri. I live in [Name of city or your district]. 

I oppose the death penalty because…[choose one, all, or fill in your own from the list of talking points below]:

Talking Points


· Resources currently allocated for the death penalty should be reallocated for effective crime prevention, mental health treatment, education and rehabilitation, meaningful victims’ services, and drug treatment programs.
· According to the Death Penalty Information Center, for every eight people executed, one person has been exonerated. We know there are 20 men sentenced to death in Missouri, but no one knows exactly how many innocent people are on death row. We also don’t know how many innocent people have been executed. Surely, we can all agree that the risk of executing even one innocent person is too much. 
· Law enforcement officials are on the record discussing how traumatic it is to take part in an execution. We can do a better job protecting the physical and mental health of our prison workers by eliminating the death penalty. 
· The death penalty hurts the families of murder victims, subjecting them to decades of what-ifs and re-opening old wounds every time the case is mentioned in the news. 
· We know that we can be kept safe and hold dangerous individuals accountable for their actions without the death penalty because it’s what we do the vast majority of the time. 

[Thank the legislator] 
[Signature]


Once you’ve completed your communication, fill out the MADP response form to let us know how your call went and if you gathered any information about your legislator’s stance. You can fill out this form after each day, or once at the end of the week and return to info@madpmo.org.
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You can find your representatives and their contact info by clicking on  the link and entering your address and city: https://www.senate.mo.gov/legislookup/default.aspx

This Letter Writing/Email Sample/Calling Aid is for use on April 15th, 2021. 

If you do not use social media, you can take the time to write a handwritten letter during our Social Media Power Hour on April 12th. Handwritten letters sent in the postal mail always make the most impact.

Please use this script if your representative is: Ann Wagner, Blaine Luetkemeyer, Vicky Hartzler, Sam Graves, Billy Long, and Jason T. Smith:

“My name is __________ and I am [calling/writing] today to ask Congressmember ________ to co-sponsor and support HR 262, the Federal Death Penalty Prohibition Act of 2021. I live in [Name of city or your district]. 

I oppose the death penalty because…[choose one, all, or fill in your own from the list of talking points below]:

Please use this script if your Representative is: Cori Bush or Emmanuel Cleaver:

Hello, my name is ________ and I am [calling/writing] today to thank Congressmember __________ for cosponsoring HR 262, the Federal Death Penalty Prohibition Act of 2021. I live in [Name of city or your district]. 

I oppose the death penalty because…[choose one, all, or fill in your own from the list of talking points below]:

Please use this script if calling/writing Senators:

“My name is ________ and I am [calling/writing] today to ask Senator________ to co-sponsor and support the Federal Death Penalty Prohibition Act of 2021, SB 582. I live in [Name of city or your district]. 

I oppose the death penalty because…[choose one, all, or fill in your own from the list of talking points below]:


Talking Points

· The death penalty hurts the families of murder victims, subjecting them to decades of what-ifs and re-opening old wounds every time the case is mentioned in the news. 
· Resources currently allocated for the death penalty should be reallocated for effective crime prevention, mental health treatment, education and rehabilitation, meaningful victims’ services, and drug treatment programs.
· 185 people have been officially exonerated and freed after serving time on death row for a crime they did not commit. No one knows how many more innocent people are under sentence of death or how many have actually been executed. Surely, we can all agree that the risk of executing even one innocent person is too much. 
· Law enforcement officials are on the record discussing how traumatic it is to take part in an execution. 
· We can do a better job protecting the physical and mental health of our prison workers by eliminating the death penalty. 
· We know that we can be kept safe and hold dangerous individuals accountable for their actions without the death penalty because it’s what we do the vast majority of the time. 

[Thank the legislator] 
[Signature]


Once you’ve completed your communication, fill out the MADP response form to let us know how your call went and if you gathered any information about your legislator’s stance. You can fill out this form after each day, or once at the end of the week and return to info@madpmo.org.
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MADP 2021 Advocacy Week Response Form

	Name:

	Email:

	Phone Number:

	Address:





1. Which member(s) of the legislature or staff did you contact? Were you able to speak directly to your legislator?









2. What was the response from the legislator or staffer? Were there requests for follow-up? Please provide as much detail as possible.










3. What outstanding questions did the office have?










4. Please list any additional comments or notes below.
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2021 MADP LEGISLATIVE
FOCUS

Missouri Bill Numbers and Sponsors
« Full Repeal:
o HB 50 - Rep. Unsicker and Rep. Clemons
o HB 127 - Rep. Mackey

What these Bills do:

Abolishes the death penalty and specifies that any person sentenced to death
before August 28, 2021, must be sentenced to life imprisonment without parole.
Currently, the punishment for first-degree murder is either the death penalty or
life imprisonment without eligibility for parole. This bill eliminates the
punishment of the death penalty. Any person sentenced to death prior to
August 28, 2021, must be sentenced to life imprisonment without parole.

« Judicial Override:
o HB 462 - Rep. Dogan
o SB 341 - Senator White

What these Bills do:

Currently, if a jury cannot decide or agree upon a defendant's punishment upon
conviction of first-degree murder, the jury is instructed that the court shall
assess and declare the punishment at life imprisonment without eligibility for
probation, parole, or release except by act of the Governor or death. This bill
removes death as an option for the court to declare as punishment in cases
where the jury cannot decide or agree upon the punishment.

Eederal Bill Numbers and Sponsors:
« Federal Death Penalty Prohibition Action 2021
o HR 262 - MO Co-Sponsors are Rep. Bush and Rep. Cleaver
o HR 97 - NO MO Co-Sponsors
o SB 582 - NO MO Co-Sponsors

What these Bills do:
This bill prohibits the imposition of new death sentences or executions after its

enactment. Any person sentenced to death prior to the Act shall be re-
sentenced.
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2021 MADP POLICY FOCUS
COST OF THE DEATH PENATLY

The death penalty is a moral issue for some and a policy issue for others. However, it is a
government program with related costs and possible benefits.

Many people assume that the state saves money by employing the death penalty since an executed
person no longer requires confinement, health care, and related expenses. But in the modern
application of capital punishment, that assumption has been proven wrong.

The death penalty is far more expensive than a system utilizing alternative punishments. Some of the
reasons for the high cost of the death penalty are the longer trials and appeals required when a
person'’s life is on the line, the need for more lawyers and experts on both sides of the case, and the
relative rarity of executions. Most cases in which the death penalty is sought do not end up with the
death penalty being imposed. And once a death sentence is imposed, the most likely outcome of the
case is that the conviction or death sentence will be overturned in the courts. Most defendants who are
sentenced to death essentially end up spending life in prison, but at a highly inflated cost because the
death penalty was involved in the process.

Cost Study Resources:

https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/policy-issues/costs

https://conservativesconcerned.org/why-were-concerned/cost/

https://files.deathpenaltyinfo.org/legacy/documents/KSCost2014.pdf

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/76th2011/ExhibitDocument/OpenExhibitDocument?
exhibitld=17686&fileDownloadName=h041211ab501_pescetta.pdf

The Death Penalty:

Costs taxpayers MILLIONS of dollars each year - far
MORE THAN LIFE IN PRISON

Does NOT PROVIDE swift and certain JUSTICE
Does NOT DETER crime

Is applied UNEQUALLY
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The same Missouri counties that carried out racial terror lynchings pursue
the death penalty more frequently today. It is time to move on from the
use of racial terror and vengeance. Death is not justice.

DPIC

Lynchings of Black Victims Between 1883 and 1940 Executions of Black Defendants Between 1972 and 2020

#ShowMeJustice #AbolishTheDeathPenalty
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In Defense of Black Lives

Contact your Missouri Congress Members and Senators today and urge them to co-
sponsor the Federal Death Penalty Prohibition Act of 2021.

“The fact of the matter is that these death sentences are not about justice. They
are about who has institutional power and who doesn't. Like slavery and lynching
did before it, the death penalty perpetuatesicycles of rauma, violence and state-
sanctioned murder in Black and brown communities.”

- Congresswoman Cori Bush, Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley, Letter to President
Joe Biden, January 22, 2021
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The same Missouri counties that carried out
racial terror lynchings pursue the death penalty
more frequently today. It is time to move on from
the use of racial terror and vengeance.
Death is not justice.

Lynchings of Black Victims Between 1883 and 1940 Executions of Black Defendants Between 1972 and 2020

#ShowMeJustice #AbolishTheDeathPenalty

emadpmo www.madpmo.org




image19.png
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In Defense of Black Lives

Contact your Missouri Congress Members and Senators today and urge
them to co-sponsor the Federal Death Penalty Prohibition Act of 2021.

“The fact of the matter is that these death sentences are not about
justice. They are about who has institutional power and who doesn't. Like
slavery and lynching did before'it, the death penalty perpetuates cycles
of trauma, violence and state-sanctioned murder in Black and brown

D
communities.

- Congresswoman Cori Bush, Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley, Letter to
President Joe Biden, January 22, 2021
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The same Missouri counties that carried out racial
terror lynchings pursue the death penalty more
frequently today. It is time to move on from the use
of racial terror and vengeance.

Death is not justice.
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Resources

Find your Representatives and Senators at:
https://www.senate.mo.gov/legislookup/default.aspx

Learn more about the death penalty in
Missouri:
www.madpmo.org

Learn more about the death penalty in the US:
www.deathpenaltyinfo.org

Learn more about various bhills at:
www.fastdemocracy.com
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STAY IN TOUCH

Next MADP monthly meet-up:
April 23rd 12:30 PM CST

feat. MADP w/ CRP-MO

more info coming out soon
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MADP WEEK OF
ADVOCACY

April 12-16, 2021

April 12th, 6:30 PM CST, Zoom

Join us for a legislative advocacy week kick-off with members of
Virginians to Abolish the Death Penalty. Virginia became the 23rd
state and the first southern state to abolish the death penalty on
March 24th, 2021. Join us in celebration with VADP as we continue
our work toward abolition in Missouri.

Register at: http://bit.ly/MADPandVADP

April 13th, 1:00 PM CST
Social Media Power Hour - State and Federal Abolition (See pages 7-
14)

April 14th, 9:00 AM-4:00 PM CST
Phone Zap and Email Blast Missouri State Legislators (See pages
15-21)

April 15th, 9:00 AM-4:00 PM CST
Phone Zap and Email Blast Missouri Federal Legislators (See pages
15-21)

April 16th, 2:00 PM CST
Legislative Debrief with MADP
Register at: http://bit.ly/MADPDebrief
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VIRGINIANS FOR ALTERNATIVES TO
THE DEATH PENALTY

Join us for an advocacy week kick-off with members of
Virginians to Abolish the Death Penalty. Virginia became
the 23rd state and the first southern state to abolish the
death penalty on March 24th, 2021. Join us in celebration
with VADP as we continue our work toward abolition in
Missouri.

Moderated by Executive Director of Missourians for
Alternatives to the Death Penalty (MADP), Elyse Max, with
special guest Michael Stone, Executive Director of
Virginians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty (VADP).

April 12th - 6:30PM

Register: bit.ly/MADPandVADP

www.madpmo.org - @madpmo
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COMMUNITY
AGREEMENTS

At MADP, we assume good faith, ensure everyone's voices are heard, recognize
the importance of intent vs impact, we don’t assume anyone’s race or gender, we
respect people’s pronouns, and we use Person First language.

Assume Good Faith
Assume someone is making a well-intentioned effort to help the community. If someone disagrees with
you, assume that they just need enlightening/educating on the matter.

One Mic
One speaker at a time, be respectful, no over-talking others.

Intent vs. Impact

Our intentions don't always align with what we say or do; this can impact how others receive what we
say or do. If you don't fully understand concepts such as structural/systemic/institutional racism,
oppression, marginalization, and dehumanization, you can easily express microaggressions, which can
trigger memories of negative experiences in the other person. Commit to educating yourself and don't
place that burden upon the impacted individuals.

Gender/Pronouns
Don't assume anyone's gender—respect people's pronouns. If not immediately expressed, don't hesitate
to ask a person, "What pronouns do you use?".

Humanizing Language

Always utilize person first and humanizing language, even if they are accustomed to referring to
themselves with stigmatizing terms. Harmful habits need to be unlearned, and you recognizing and
honoring their humanity will help them see themselves in better ways.

Stop Saying:
Inmate

Felon

Convict
Ex-Con
Offender
Addict
Homeless

Do say:

Formerly incarcerated person

Currently incarcerated person

Criminal legal system impacted person
System involved/impacted person
Person on parole

Incarcerated friend/loved one

Person with a history of substance abuse
Unhoused community member

Housing impacted person

Using Person First language affirms a person's humanity first and foremost.




