
RESOLUTION INCREASING ENGAGEMENT IN CARE FOR PEOPLE LIVING WITH 
HIV BY MODERNIZING HIV-BASED CRIMINAL AND RELATED 
PUBLIC HEALTH LAWS AND ELIMINATING CRIMINAL SANCTIONS 
BASED ON HIV STATUS 

Introduced by:  Dr. Andreia Alexander, Dr. Bree Weaver, Dr. Will Cooke, ISMA Young  
   Physicians Section 

Whereas, medical advances have transformed HIV from an invariably fatal disease to a chronic 
manageable condition, and people living with HIV are able to lead long, healthy lives when 
diagnosed early and appropriately engaged and maintained in care;1 

Whereas, Indiana has endorsed and adopted the national goals of reducing new HIV diagnoses 
75% by 2025 and 90% by 2030;2

Whereas, new HIV diagnoses in Indiana rose by 5% in 2019;3 approximately 17% of people 
living with HIV in Indiana are undiagnosed;4 40% of diagnosed individuals in Indiana are not 
sufficiently engaged in care to achieve viral suppression;5 and viral suppression not only returns 
individuals to health and longevity but also reduces the risk of sexual transmission to zero;6 

Whereas, Indiana has several criminal laws, enacted in the 1980s and 1990s, that impose 
punishment based on a person’s HIV-positive status, with many criminalizing acts that pose 
negligible or zero risk of transmission;7 researchers have observed that such laws do not 
increase disclosure of HIV status or reduce transmission of HIV as were the purported goals;8 

Whereas, the Indiana Department of Health (IDOH) recognizes that the stigma and fear 
perpetuated by outdated criminal laws that do not reflect the contemporary understanding of 
HIV disincentivize testing and inhibit engagement in care, thereby increasing transmission and 
delaying the end of the HIV epidemic;9 

Whereas, the IDOH has also recognized that the burden of HIV falls disproportionately on 
historically marginalized groups, including Black people, sexual minorities, and people who 
inject drugs;10 researchers report that HIV criminalization also disproportionately impacts racial 
and sexual minorities, thus exacerbating HIV health inequities.11  

Whereas, the American Medical Association has adopted a policy: encouraging understanding 
of the connection between the stigma created by HIV criminalization statutes and negative 
clinical and public health consequences; opposing the imposition of punishment based on 
health status; and advocating for repeal of laws that criminalize non-disclosure of HIV status;12 

Whereas, associations of medical and public health professionals endorsing the repeal or 
modernization of HIV-based criminal laws include: the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC),13 the World Health Organization (WHO),14 the Infectious Disease Society of 
America (IDSA) and the HIV Medicine Association (HIVMA),15 the American Academy of HIV 
Medicine (AAHIVM),16 the Association of Nurses in AIDS Care (ANAC) and American Nurses 
Association,17 the American Psychological Association (APA),18 the Council of State and 
Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE),19 and the National Alliance of State and Territorial AIDS 
Directors (NASTAD);20 

RESOLVED, that the ISMA support efforts to reform Indiana law to reflect the contemporary 
scientific understanding of HIV and to eliminate criminal sanctions based on HIV status, thereby 
reducing HIV-related stigma and accelerating the end of the HIV epidemic. 
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