
Vision Statement of the SUNY ESF Research Assistants Union

We, the graduate student Research Assistants of the SUNY College of Environmental
Science and Forestry, have decided to organize ourselves into a union under the
Communication Workers of America as ESF Research Assistants Union (RAU). Through our
union, we aim to ensure that the needs of our diverse student population are addressed.
Only when these needs are met can we fully dedicate ourselves to the unique and important
research being carried out at ESF.

As Research Assistants we occupy the roles of both student and employee, each of us with
unique challenges and perspectives. This position is inherently precarious as we find
ourselves simultaneously expected to perform at a high professional level whilst being
saddled with severe economic hardship with little to no influence over the often poor
conditions in which we work. Through collective bargaining, we will amplify our voices at the
decision-making table to negotiate the following:

● Raise Research Assistant base pay, which is below a living and minimum wage in
Syracuse

● Reduce or eliminate student fees and ensure transparency for how existing fees are
spent

● Improve means of communication with SUNY-RF officials
● Obtain affordable health insurance that includes dental, vision, and mental health

services
● Secure insurance coverage without interruptions due to appointment changes, such

as over summer periods when many research assistants lose their benefits
● Provide effective legal protection and recourse against overwork, workplace

harassment, and other workplace issues
● Provide legal protection and financial support (ie. SEVIS fees) for international

graduate Research Assistants
● Ensure reasonable accommodations for those of us who are parents and caretakers

and establish a framework to support childcare
● Ensure the security of our positions through a formalized grievance procedure

Collective bargaining is the only way for Research Assistants at ESF to institute concrete
changes, address our current challenges, and build the framework for improving future
workplace conditions. This union will create a structure of support and representation for
current and future graduate Research Assistants at ESF. Realizing these objectives will
allow us to better serve our ESF and off-campus community and to fulfill our common
mission of improving our world.



Signed,

Abby Webster (RA, PhD Student, Environmental Biology)

Abigail Guinan (RA, PhD, Graduate Program in Environmental Studies)

Adam Mitchell (RA, MS Student, Environmental Resources Engineering)

Akosua Asabere (RA, PhD Student, Graduate Program in Environmental Studies)

Amalia Kenyon (RA, PhD Candidate, Environmental Biology)

Andrew Jazdzyk (RA, Masters Student, Environmental Biology)

Anne McElwee (RA, PhD Candidate, Chemistry)

Anqi Ji (RA, Chemical Engineering)

Ashmita Das (RA, PhD student, Environmental Studies)

Babatunde Olagunju (RA, PhD Student, Chemistry)

Bofan Wei (RA, PhD Student, Chemistry)

Branden Ferro (RA, Masters student, Environmental Biology)

Chloe Beaupré (RA, PhD Student, Environmental Biology)

Chris Koudelka (RA, PhD Student, Landscape Architecture)

David Harris (RA, PhD Student, Environmental Biology)

Deanna Sullivan (RA, MS Student, Environmental Studies)

Dineh Judd (RA and Sloan Scholar, Environmental Biology)

Dwyer Stuart (RA, PhD Student, Chemical Engineering)

Eaqan Chaudhry (RA, Environmental Biology)

Elinor Hanjian (RA, MS Student, Environmental Studies)

Fate Syewoangnuan (RA, Masters Student, Environmental Biology)

Georgianna Silveira (RA, Environmental Biology)

Hadis Miraly (RA, PhD Student, Environmental Biology)

Haifa Tamiminia (RA, PhD Student, Environmental Resources Engineering)

Hanyue Yang (RA, PhD student, Environmental Resources Engineering)

Jackson Booth (RA, Environmental Biology)

Jacob Totten (RA, MLA Student, Landscape Architecture)

Julia Rizzo (RA, Environmental Biology)

Julia Wilson (RA, MLA student, Landscape Architecture)

Justin Beslity (RA, PhD Student, Graduate Program in Environmental Studies)

Justin Herne (RA, Masters Student, Environmental Biology)

Kate Henderson (RA, Environmental Biology)

Katelyn Barhite (RA, Masters Student, Environmental Biology)

Kweku Attafuah-Wadee (RA, PhD Student, Environmental Science (GPES))

Laura Stark (RA, Masters Student, Environmental Biology)



Leah Prudent (RA, Masters Student, Sustainable Resources Management)

Leah Rubin (RA, PhD Student, Environmental Biology)

Louis Franco (RA, Chemical Engineering)

Lucas Johnson (RA, PhD Student, Graduate Program in Environmental Studies)

Mackenzie Gregg (RA, MS Student, GPES)

Mairui Zhang (RA, PhD Student, Chemical Engineering)

Mandeep Poonia (RA, Chemical Engineering)

Mandira Pokharel (RA, PhD Student, Sustrainable Resources Management)

Maryam Aman (RA, PhD Sstudent, Environmental Resources Engineering)

Maxwell Wilder (RA, PhD Student, Environmental Biology)

Melanie Berger (RA, Environmental Biology)

Mete Rice (RA, Environmental Biology)

Michael Akland (RA, Masters Student, Environmental Biology)

Mike Mahoney (RA, PhD Candidate, Graduate Program in Environmental Studies)

Molly Heit (RA, Masters Student, Environmental Biology)

Sarah K. Caltabiano (RA, PhD Candidate, Environmental Biology)

Shahadat Hossain (RA, PhD Student, Chemical Engineering)

Stephanie Cunningham (RA, Environmental Biology)

Sydney Hall (RA, Masters Student, Environmental Science (GPES))

Tori Shaw ( RA, MLA Student, Landscape Architecture)

Wondwosen Shiferaw Aga (RA, PhD Student, Sustainable Resources Management)


