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A DROP OF HONEY

As Passover creeps into my consciousness, one image from the Exodus story is banging
around my head. | see the Israelites, running from enslavement, chased by an army,
approaching the Red Sea. What choice did they have but to throw themselves into its waters,
and hope for safety, for a better life on the other side?

The echoes with today are loud. | see people running to Turkish ports from Afghanistan, from
Syria, from Somalia, crowding into rubber dinghies and pushing off, hoping to reach safety in
Europe. | see children wading through the Rio Grande, clinging to a parent's hand, hoping only
to make it to the other side. On our festival of freedom, let's mark our safety by working for the
safety of everyone whose circumstances cause them to run.

By Beth Fine
Community Engagement Committee

Celebrate Passover with the Jewish
Coalition!



Happy Passover in Jewish Languages

Ladino in Izmir, Turkey:

ven: Moadim lesimha

Judeo-Tat/Juhuri in Quba, Azerbaijan;

Bonne féte Nisonushmu shor gi

(good holiday) (may your Passover [Nissan] pass happily)

Pesach alegre

Jewish Neo-Aramaic
in Betanure, Iraq:

Judeo-Georgian in Judeo-Greek in Edad patire brixa
Kutaisi, Georgia: y loannina, Greece; (blassed matzot fostival)
Bednieri pesach-i Kalo pesach/pascha
(happy Passover) (good Passover)

Nalle pesahas pernal

Iy (hapr

Buon mongedde

= ‘ Judeo-Persian in Tehran, Iran
Judeo-Provengal in N
Avignon, France Moedetun
Bauet gut Bon tsantou mubarak bashe
(good holiday [yom-tov]) (have a happy holiday [moed])
(build well, likely a reference to )
rebuilding of the Temple because.

of the song Adir Huj) Judeo-Arabic in J ¥
(aroudantioioesn, Kovno, Lithuania:

Ikun Slik al-Sid mbark B A zisn un koshern
(blessed holiday to you) peysech

Western Yiddish in Alsace, France:

Jewish Amharic
in Gondar, Ethiopia:
Melkam yegita be’al
(fine holiday of
3 unleavened bread
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Image via the HUC-JIR Jewish Language Project, jewishlanguages.org

Passover Recipes

Check out Mizrahi and Sephardic Passover Recipes from [JIMENA, Jews Indigenous to the
Middle East and North Africa.

Love chocolate, butter and sugar on your matzah? For a delicious Ashkenazi style Matzo
Almond Roca dessert, try this recipe!


https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.actionnetwork.org%2Fss%2Fc%2F-JmN8Zg8w7Lv_vK9HtcWm_MghPwmxDVeOauoFhsw5a6tR0LinVhmC27juJu4NMIDNzOWXEeiwDrhU-xf6P53fXCZ3yC3hzdKpxwcb27RzYUIImU27gO0ukSUE0hwpJeJqbFXz8y-4G77BG6v545P3euLSLac8zbGuVkRHiUK3Uwf8s-xNg-xsdxWkv3MgJurYlAnvEi5ullfToK_Dx-60pDUTDVrTrbBRRkvavKMuN5pU75bvCAdIeYU5KX7M5IGkV11SqlV1WW8S_mSQwUQ__C3pRAeI6-FCs2C6_HNVWs%2F3uy%2FSsDut38dQDyuuXeH99Iptg%2Fh0%2F8bB4H8dx4XQirPuHw0D9_UYHeOAz1sFuB5X-JX_BnpI&data=05%7C01%7C%7C75e50849ecb4457ff11908db3205c7cd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638158772640719246%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FxN2e6zomB0S1efb%2FqL99saGYVV3goLxbYJay%2Bkf3Is%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.actionnetwork.org%2Fss%2Fc%2FatcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDFMsWnWU-7zsT44hCPpVAN7HFoguuE_44mGCLI5AaOaokhxPmJfYCTMFdOqwuUJkGcUl5XHNfKzgoMyMcuArT742uyBnMtfQUUOn3nF177VO3MkmAp8S9UmyjbAwpuVG6fKVybdu9NHh8tFfxSJcQ1iIF6yGdLxGSLsrN1hQ7Nixww6BZF-0PdA3Rh0QVVJW181FIxvBq2_qzQEKi7lgFUOu-ikMfEzuZEu23RGF44fYvDA5DWHH39hFw1s5gShnCXLk9tSxo-00rfoIpgda-EwKEtZ2sQCW3xXQN3ZVI1kUYW2M8BvNvWnTR2GpcLPn_Q%2F3uy%2FSsDut38dQDyuuXeH99Iptg%2Fh1%2FShYqGa0FIpvxsUS_g4qNxMCiCVm-duC2QOs_Gx2a3r0&data=05%7C01%7C%7C75e50849ecb4457ff11908db3205c7cd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638158772640719246%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WYrNAmtN8OWRj31Vjt%2FhkODu4k2iyfgMtSOOMF9mFGU%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.actionnetwork.org%2Fss%2Fc%2FatcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDFc_aH6ia6U6VYRc2KRI9vfQWS_ZH-QPaGxOZX2fPA2Eo3fEXoQtwtaptkYHhhYdIiMqTD1tNItJhF_W7TZPbeUCUhHL6AYRV3kqtnBg_hELzzv65v3ZhNNJxp9Bh4sK1ehoqd1N7ip_bKCNIGTE1b5TFuBA5EeZQmlkJNwEsrMKt_gEQPHOVsfLtxojXJWeVOt9EidNuAhv8BCayRpZ50P02eLUi0nMMEYdkrNj_idHV2ZwGY6duSAiNcoFB0JBxD9kzCu4uJtoF9VOVSeaLYWc_MtFBFC4z84nQqomtBBZ%2F3uy%2FSsDut38dQDyuuXeH99Iptg%2Fh2%2FSRsdAM9CacRmszPo1CGUrvFRtXOrT5bIqcLqAXGnZ3g&data=05%7C01%7C%7C75e50849ecb4457ff11908db3205c7cd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638158772640719246%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=goJ66dVzsKTnFXvuaBzI020dzt5O7Sa3hpN61GUEr2Y%3D&reserved=0

HIAS Haggadah: Weave Stories of Today’s Refugees and Asylum
Seekers into Your Passover Seder

HIAS

HAGGADAH

HIAS highlights how Passover is shaped by the Jewish story of fleeing persecution and
oppression and the stories of the refugees, asylum seekers, and forcibly displaced people in
the United States and in more than 20 countries around the world.

Download the full HIAS Haggadah here.

In the newly updated HIAS Haggadah, there are stories of past and present refugee crises —
asylum seekers at the U.S.-Mexico border, refugees fleeing Syria, Ukraine, Afghanistan, and
many others who were supported by HIAS at some point in their refugee journey.

At your Seder, may you connect the foundational Jewish story of liberation with the vital work
of welcoming the stranger and protecting the refugee today. For ideas about how to
incorporate the HIAS Haggadah at your Seder, you can watch the Bringing Refugee Stories to
Your Seder webinar here.

Get ready for Passover with Casa Latina

Need help with house cleaning for Pesach? Casa Latina is a community-based organization
which works with Latino immigrant domestic workers and day laborers. By hiring from Casa
Latina, you are not only getting a clean house or garden, but you are also advancing the power
and well-being of Latino immigrants by providing jobs to our members.


https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.actionnetwork.org%2Fss%2Fc%2FatcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDB9c3b6pRA362OudjSAPbaCvK6GHNS8q0AN9cjCoWYw11sbzRmm16_-q7mdsThMBxTmLSNymFJ8UbjIl_bHu2h8DyeS4Jd9Ukdp6vv-LjTTFO75ax8YPUQXwe2-6v5TLIhISCBASgyo5eIi20xAjnuR3kF-DrAU4t3YX_eh4_-hTg1hM5MTqbx7fVS53DEuKlORWek270IgDGf93k_807XcT4KVy3C7UmBgz44m51NbEcwSow7fPpftQ_t3o0n8rf31AugeLaDlMY4k2zOp8xFc%2F3uy%2FSsDut38dQDyuuXeH99Iptg%2Fh4%2FJE7DacQtUloYDGudUu1SzlSPkGA5FHXodSeN4stz3mM&data=05%7C01%7C%7C75e50849ecb4457ff11908db3205c7cd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638158772640875567%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R5h0qngvGcZi%2FZ7dkKkSOx%2F3wkFcSxRRJ3idV%2FccsOE%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.actionnetwork.org%2Fss%2Fc%2FP8Elou2Rvc0qoMPEUZrMXcr5Wwo3dVjVQlQNXCbYWXQ34Hn-_pXmL_9-x2s8yGbr7QwdlCiJI9Rt6FcuEEJb2bKb8GjVfBmjbbyeCawKy9ebrkkZzXuYkr_jWP2Vb0XDi30UtCrGzFNtordq1jcmMoYbLQSiYVtowwoebiiwdx6F-p1iGjKbJFiE0_dLh2lfDtTRdjWrbA1hAFmhMEHKBFIou-OHbABZ7jYwSGYXI0I0dXSh61U_oAnFbB4agZgS25EzaL62-KavuEyCm1ycPtCP8KzPUcAFqLfdzKTeH_Yz0qnMHqBFzH1JWi9izK0ofPeG9KK57VQ2I3RrKg2tXw%2F3uy%2FSsDut38dQDyuuXeH99Iptg%2Fh5%2FCbD-Lcw-Evplck-oHaGYPtywogE9HKp92pBhjTCOUs4&data=05%7C01%7C%7C75e50849ecb4457ff11908db3205c7cd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638158772640875567%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FG%2FULv7Er7dh3q1TTApnjMxWMdERIUsYbELk4DF0cZY%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.actionnetwork.org%2Fss%2Fc%2FP8Elou2Rvc0qoMPEUZrMXcr5Wwo3dVjVQlQNXCbYWXQ34Hn-_pXmL_9-x2s8yGbr7QwdlCiJI9Rt6FcuEEJb2bKb8GjVfBmjbbyeCawKy9ebrkkZzXuYkr_jWP2Vb0XDi30UtCrGzFNtordq1jcmMoYbLQSiYVtowwoebiiwdx6F-p1iGjKbJFiE0_dLh2lfDtTRdjWrbA1hAFmhMEHKBFIou-OHbABZ7jYwSGYXI0I0dXSh61U_oAnFbB4agZgS25EzaL62-KavuEyCm1ycPtCP8KzPUcAFqLfdzKTeH_Yz0qnMHqBFzH1JWi9izK0ofPeG9KK57VQ2I3RrKg2tXw%2F3uy%2FSsDut38dQDyuuXeH99Iptg%2Fh5%2FCbD-Lcw-Evplck-oHaGYPtywogE9HKp92pBhjTCOUs4&data=05%7C01%7C%7C75e50849ecb4457ff11908db3205c7cd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638158772640875567%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FG%2FULv7Er7dh3q1TTApnjMxWMdERIUsYbELk4DF0cZY%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.actionnetwork.org%2Fss%2Fc%2Fmw31GZsW-tYdpIw-ePlYv5F8v83IsLMcC9s0BXlRwoibL47ZQwysVhJBOUTa9_HFlfEZqmDsbHYXZFOrHTf0vjoYXAcIBlGFRglMxIx4BqP2wh4hiGaCvBfstLpSgEB15TX5UA6FH5hAEHl-LpN606oGuiNyOEnm6odBQWVm5EPM6I_fgRnTp_Vm77JFGAQTGzAO_uO8C2mGhdyuCehwk1sXFX13NRvevXtgonfRCuVu1h36AWHox2TIdKXQms7gNhYG0_3rqnjB8kJ12s88JX3rvHdVeKgHJ7LlW_ijIMWFQM863i5SdZ1nKyr_4x04ubgk62M1HYKVhzRaMZdVpw%2F3uy%2FSsDut38dQDyuuXeH99Iptg%2Fh3%2FsusvQZYZRtcv10jyi31OsxktdaQ9IpVg2AlBjpmLnu4&data=05%7C01%7C%7C75e50849ecb4457ff11908db3205c7cd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638158772640719246%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ns6bx9BwpNFpelKyPygETiy7o0WYP%2F13nGz5OICl6cY%3D&reserved=0

100% of the wages go to workers! Workers are trained in gardening, moving, painting, event
support, housecleaning and more. We even have a group of workers who took a workshop on
how to do Kosher housecleaning!

To hire a worker, it's easy. Call the Workers' Centers or fill out a form online via the
website www.casa-latina.org. You can call (253) 886-3351 if you live in South King County or
(206) 956-0779 x3 in Seattle. Thank you for your solidarity!

Ramadan Greetings

MUBARAK

Ramadan Mubarak to our Muslim friends and community! May this be a meaningful, holy
month of prayer, fasting, and being in community. Ramadan goes from March 22nd to April
20th. We stand in solidarity with Muslim neighbors in recognizing that the Christian-centric
Gregorian calendar doesn't always make room for when and how we celebrate holidays that
correlate with lunar calendars.


https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.actionnetwork.org%2Fss%2Fc%2FmRshnjzLbfRUAJcmEcvG0_Rx2t2dYqiJTLgSR4Iwoll0Q_vpQiV92YKh9fs8El2Rxd7dz42qmm6VE44_kr38RQ-4iTcqZQFewjcS6cXl7hEU5WI3ZUtLYe-xhcxBAS0SoDvCsoakOuavcWtXrvX5wGft9386r3RFj8Q8LcoxCKlvkHAIwobC7Q-rauc1ajAmsguuNpqef8L2z62odHInWNWiIiPxSEAs0w5RjCUKI7hrAyDZ62_-d7Zixn15EgeEc17siPUeShBhaSm9AIbZHHgabIQNOMQ4ngHj456588Y%2F3uy%2FSsDut38dQDyuuXeH99Iptg%2Fh6%2F7-llOpPntvZIeLjJEUYBQe5nD-pGKIOwjzh_N_oPtdQ&data=05%7C01%7C%7C75e50849ecb4457ff11908db3205c7cd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638158772640875567%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YYKy%2BL6jtoaTYxMJHu1l%2Bi5SZc6Ar8I7DCaWvtKI4sE%3D&reserved=0
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Check out this story in The Seattle Times about community leader Shukri Olow’s Ramadan
Affirmation Card Project for Muslim students fasting for Ramadan.

ACTIONS
Act to Support the Afghan Adjustment Act

Dick and Carrie Stein, Jewish Coalition leaders and Temple B'nai Torah members, provided
emergency temporary housing for three young Afghan men with humanitarian parole status in
January of 2022. One stayed for six weeks, and they continue to provide support for him. It has
been very hard even for these seasoned advocates to find him legal assistance to file an
asylum application.

In a few months, his parole status will expire, and he will have no protection from deportation.
He can't go back to Afghanistan. The Taliban have terrorized his family and beaten a family
member twice, demanding to know his location. We owe him, and thousands of others, respect
and protection from deportation. After fleeing violence and persecution — often because of their
brave work in service of U.S. interests — Afghan evacuees deserve to live their lives in stability
and safety, without the fears, limitations, and uncertainty that temporary immigration status
entails.


https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.actionnetwork.org%2Fss%2Fc%2FatcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDB9CFEn_EBprIuDBrMdP_KCgrgds2IGFODHDVjeDqAodKPZGctwAED4zGDR1vkp-IoqqLNU7a-O6z5ptUAziQBsMWqjX0Frhv3hrD6I4Pf86b3oiFDy3RGOSLaNSB1kD5a3ftZNnQtHWpKm3E2NrLQNYj4lUdPvfrlGIm2rsnVOWd9Uu73Xk7W16stmwxyAe4NlZ__IwnZkJ8dnhCka-ufc8KKu4ndOGVpip5wXa9MQfTsxWrxB-xcPykvoGYFPiEGFrH-CCt-nihZHWJiD1Wfq0oMFvf_xRYmVKUF5Mace6JpGS2_5pwPQqE-JBknos12XLs3YQ7W0gshyCd3jNhEMYdFoMf4Zgaig3_R3lc557%2F3uy%2FSsDut38dQDyuuXeH99Iptg%2Fh7%2FLvPRAVC68klWCXrcdJeQ_7f2rbm4YKc5It-ZPMhHYDY&data=05%7C01%7C%7C75e50849ecb4457ff11908db3205c7cd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638158772640875567%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=G78oQPXcWvuQ%2BLKgd5JYL8Aigaj7SvY%2FmfbfEdRb62o%3D&reserved=0

1. EMAIL: Send your Senators an email urging them to cosponsor and support the Afghan
Adjustment Act.

2. CALL: Call your Senators and ask them to grant Afghan evacuees a clear pathway to
permanent residence by passing the Afghan Adjustment Act. Dial 202-224-3121 and a
switchboard operator will help connect you directly to your Senators.

3. GET SOCIAL: Post on social media to share why you support the Afghan Adjustment
Act and urge your friends to join you.

SYNAGOGUE SPOTLIGHT

Herzl-Ner Tamid Supports 15 Immigrant and
Refugee Households

Image used with permission.
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"We are grateful that we’re able to help others," writes a member of Congregation Herzl-Ner
Tamid, whose Social Action Committee has created an effective program to support refugee
and immigrant resettlement at Jewish Family Services (JFS).

Thanks to the efforts of ten collection captains and many donors, Herzl has purchased all the
items needed to set up fifteen immigrant and refugee households through JFS. This beautiful
project is held every year at Herzl for two months, usually February and March. Thank you for
this meaningful contribution to welcoming immigrants and refugees!

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

JCIJ Communications and Fundraising

JCI1J is expanding our Communications and Fundraising capacity. This is an opportunity for
skilled and passionate people to join a dynamic Jewish group devoted to the advocacy, dignity,
well-being, and joy of immigrants. We are creating a website and other comms tools, and
developing philosophy and practices for fundraising.

You don’t have to commit for life! Join us for short projects OR stay until justice is won! Sign up
here.

Accompaniment with Colectiva Legal del Pueblo:
Asylum Pro Se Clinics

Want to support immigrant community members on their paths to asylum? Are you
proficient in Spanish? Would you be available to support JCIJ’s partner org, Colectiva
Legal del Pueblo, at their upcoming Asylum Pro Se Clinics? These clinics are offered to
provide community members the opportunity to complete their Form 1-589, Application for
Asylum and Withholding of Removal, in a timely fashion, before their one year time limit runs
out. Considering the huge demand for legal services, this can be a real worry for community
members seeking asylum.

Colectiva requires that the accompaniment volunteers attend one Asylum Pro Se Clinic to
shadow a legal team employee in order to learn how to fill out forms. The volunteers will be
trained to assist clients to complete their Form 1-589 in English. This process is straightforward
since Colectiva asks clients to complete an intake packet in preparation for the clinic. Colectiva
will then verify the volunteer's ability to work independently with attendees at the next Asylum
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Pro Se Clinic with an attorney review of all work. Colectiva's legal team will be on hand to
answer questions, work with clients with more complicated cases, and review volunteers' work.

The next Colectiva Asylum Pro Se Clinic will be held on Saturday April 22, 2023 from
9:30am - 4:00pm at Colectiva’s office, located at 13838 1st Avenue South, Second Floor,
Burien, WA 98168. Additional Asylum Pro Se Clinics are scheduled for August 19, 2023 and
December 2, 2023.

To volunteer at an Asylum Pro Se Clinic, contact reception@colectivalegal.org for more
information.

We hope next month to begin inviting you to other accompaniment activities for Colectiva even
if you are not fluent in Spanish. See the Accompaniment Committee report in this newsletter
and sign up here to join future accompaniment!

Volunteer at NWIRP’s Gala

NWIRP is looking for volunteers for Registration, Set-up and Greeter for their upcoming
gala. Time commitments to choose from are Thursday April 20th, from 2-6pm, 3:45-7:30pm or
4-6:30pm. A volunteer meal will be provided, and you will be able to attend the program as
well.

Sign up to volunteer at NWIRP’s Gala here!

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Accompaniment

We are actively engaging with our immigrant justice partners at Colectiva Legal del Pueblo to
set up Accompaniment Volunteer Opportunities in support of their clients. You can read in the
Volunteer Opportunities section of this newsletter about one such opportunity specifically for
interested proficient Spanish speakers amongst our readers.

Immediate volunteer needs include helping to organize Colectiva’s clothing bank and providing
legal clerical support, neither requiring special language skills. We’'ll open additional
opportunities to our JCIJ network soon. We also continue to focus on accompaniment requests
to immigration court hearings and various other types of appointments.
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Please join us! We meet the third Wednesday of the month at 7pm. Let us know here of
your interest, and we will be in touch.

Advocacy

Federal Immigration - Opposing the Biden Administration’s Asylum Ban: We reached out
to 38 northwest rabbis, asking them to sign on to the HIAS clergy letter, which reads in

part: President Biden, we call on you as our president and as a fellow person of faith who
believes in human dignity to withdraw the proposed asylum ban and institute a more just and
compassionate system that reflects the best of America. We also asked you to submit unique
Public Comments opposing the proposed asylum ban, and many of you took action! Thank
youl!!

Statewide Immigration - See update below about Legislative session - we have less than one
month to go!

10 Steps to Pass A Bill

Bill is introduced by member of Voting out of Senate Committee
legislature and assigned to a committee

Passing the Senate
Voting out of House committee Appropriations Committee

Passing the House Passing the Senate Rules Committee
Ways and Means Committee

Full Senate Vote
Passing the House Rules Committee

Governor’s desk for signature
Full House Vote

NOTE: If a bill is introduced in the Senate, the steps would be reversed starting with the Senate.

Working Families Tax Credit - Do you qualify or know someone who does? Thanks to
immigrant justice advocacy, qualified undocumented families can apply. Learn more here.

JCIJ Advocacy Committee meets virtually the second Sunday of each month. Join our
next monthly meeting on Sunday, April 9th from 4-5:30pm!

Community Engagement
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We are conspiring to develop inviting ways for individuals to take action in support and
advocacy for immigrants, and we will continue to plan collection drives for 2023-24. If you are
interested in joining this important work, please sign up here.

JCIJ Book Club

The Immigrant Justice Book Club has changed the day of our virtual meeting. We will
now meet on the 1st Tuesday of the month at 7pm.

Our next meeting will be May 2nd. We will be discussing The Naked Don't Fear the Water: An
Underground Journey with Afghan Refugees by Matthieu Aikins. This book is a true story
about a reporter (the author) and his Afghan friend as they leave Afghanistan and flee to
Turkey and Europe and become refugees. Two members of the book club have personal
experience working with Afghan refugees in Seattle and will also share their stories.

If you are interested in joining and/or have a suggestion for a book, please contact JCIJ or sign
up here.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION UPDATE

Unemployment for Undocumented Workers (HB
1095/SB 5109)

Unemployment Benefits for Undocumented Workers built a powerful base of co-sponsors and
got the furthest it has gotten in passing out of the House and Senate Labor Committees.
Unfortunately, it did not get a hearing in the House and Senate Budget Committees.

With budget constraints and concerns of the cost deemed too high (NOTE: Undocumented
immigrant workers are already paying taxes without receiving benefits), we have our work cut
out for us in the interim to build support and an even stronger shift in narrative. THANK YOU
for taking action with JCIJ this year to move this billl We will gear up for an even bigger fight
next year.

Budget Updates

Legislative Session goes until April 23rd, and the Senate and House released their budgets.
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e Both budgets fund the DSHS Naturalization program at $3.5M in both SFY 24 and 25
(a $954,000 increase per year from current levels);

e Both budgets fund the WA New Americans program OneAmerica runs at $2M in both
fiscal years (a $1M increase per year from current levels); and

e The Senate budget funds the Legal Support and Community Safety program at $8M in
both fiscal years (a $4M increase per year from current levels), but the House budget
does not provide an increase.

Health Equity for Immigrants did not get sufficient funding.

Stay tuned for future Action Alerts as we fight to ensure these immigrant justice
priorities get funded!

EVENTS

NWIRP&
N
- " _
o ursda_y, April 20th, 2023
The Westin Seattle, 5:30 pm

The NWIRP 2023 Annual Gala is happening in a few weeks, and we would be honored to have
you join us at our table on Thursday evening, April 20, at 5:30pm at the Seattle

Westin. This NWIRP gala is a chance to honor outgoing Executive Director Jorge L. Baron for
his powerful 15 years of leadership and advocacy.

For tickets, visit www.nwirp.org/gala and list "Jewish Coalition for Immigrant Justice (JCIJ)"
as your Table Captain. To be more inclusive and make its events more accessible, NWIRP
uses a sliding ticket scale. Current ticket prices: $200, $150 or $100.

If you can’t attend this year, please consider being our virtual guest by making a gift online and
note "JCIJ" as your table captain.
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Y4

“10 aiied de Servicic”

Join Colectiva Legal del Pueblo's 10 year anniversary and fundraising gala!
Friday May 19, 2023
6-10 p.m.
Des Moines Beach Park Event Center
Early-bird tickets can be purchased here until April 15th!

For tickets, visit this site and list "Jewish Coalition for Immigrant Justice (JCIJ)" as your Table
Captain. Colectiva uses a sliding ticket scale. Current ticket prices: $125, $75, and $50 for
immigrant community member If you can’t attend this year, please consider being our virtual
guest by making a gift online and note "JCIJ" as your table captain.

There will be delicious dinner served up by EAT, DRINK & BE MERRY, drinks, an online
auction where you can bid on a pair of Alaska Airline tickets, Mariner tickets, a local get
away and more! We’'ll have a super fun dessert dash with amazing cake and pastries, an
inspiring raise the paddle (to raise money for our work), photo booth, music by MARIACHI
NOREST, dancing and celebration!

IN THE NEWS

This is pretty simple, Mr. President: Don’t Restart
Family Detention
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Children should be released from ICE detention with their parents
immediately. This is pretty simple, and | can't believe | have to say it:
Families belong together.
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nytimes.com

U.S. Must Release Children From Family Detention Centers, Judge Rules (Publ...
The order, which cited the severity of the coronavirus pandemic, applies to
children held in the nation’s three family detention centers for more than 20 ...

7:42 PM - Jun 27, 2020

The Biden administration is reportedly planning to detain large numbers of immigrant families
again this spring. This is part of the administration’s plan to replace Title 42 with a new policy
that will make it very difficult for the majority of migrants crossing the border to qualify for
asylum in the United States. This article was shared by the American Immigration Council.

Record Numbers of Migrants Are Dying at the U.S.
Border

In their desperation to reach the U.S., more migrant men, women, and children are navigating
dangerous waters and isolated terrain, leading to higher numbers of deaths. "I've been working
on the border for almost four decades and never saw tragedies of this magnitude,” said
Maverick County Sheriff Tom Schmerber.
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Read more. This article is from the Wall Street Journal and was shared by the Catholic Legal
Immigration Network and the National Immigration Forum.

States Lead the Way in Banning Immigration
Detention Centers

Bills attempting to ban certain immigration detention centers have been introduced in multiple
states. Following the lead of states like New Jersey and lllinois, New Mexico and Colorado
have bills pending that would drastically decrease immigration detention with the hope that this
would lead to an end of immigrant detention altogether in their states.

Ending immigrant detention by attacking it at the state level is a relatively new strategy by
immigrant rights organizations. California was the first to enact a ban on some immigration
detention centers in 2017. In 2019, California banned private, for-profit immigration detention
centers. However, in 2022 this ban was found to be unconstitutional by the 9th Circuit Court of
Appeals. Washington state’s bill to end private detention closely mirrors California’s bill and is
expected to be challenged. Read more. This article was shared by the American Immigration
Council.

Dispelling the Myth: How Undocumented
Immiqgrants Pay Taxes and Contribute to the US
Tax Base

As Tax Day approaches, it is important to acknowledge the tax contributions made by
immigrants— especially those who are undocumented. These contributions play a vital role in
the funding and sustainability of America’s public services and programs. Read more. This
article was shared by the American Immigration Council.

Florida Has Everything to Lose if it Repeals Instate
Tuition for Undocumented Students

In Florida, Gov. Ron DeSantis in his steady attacks on immigrants recently announced a
legislative proposal that would eliminate in-state tuition for undocumented immigrant students,
many of whom were brought to this country as small children and have only ever known
Florida as home. This would double the cost of tuition causing further financial hardship in
accessing higher education.
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If in-state tuition for Dreamers and undocumented students is repealed, the economic
consequences facing Florida are devastating. When Texas considered a similar proposal, the
Council’s research showed the state risked losses of $213.6 million in wage earnings and
$184.2 million in spending power without these graduates. That’s nearly $400 million in lost
economic activity in just one year. This article was shared by the American Immigration
Council.

WATCH + LISTEN

The Impact of the Asylum Ban

Watch this video from Catholic Legal Immigration Network about the proposed new asylum
ban. It explains that the proposed rule is essentially an asylum ban and an entry ban with
limited exceptions. It describes how the rule would negatively and disproportionately impact
asylum seekers arriving at the U.S. southern border.

Advocate for Asylum Seekers at the Southern Border | Catholic Legal Immigration Network,

Inc. (CLINIC)

Reintroducing Family Detention
In this news segment Democracy Now on Reintroduction of Family Detention, Amy Goodman

speaks with Silky Shah, executive director of Detention Watch Network and Mike Ishii, co-
founder of Tsuru for Solidarity, who joined the call to stop family detention.

SONGS IN THE KEY OF JCIJ

Curated by Dina Burstein

Gesher ("The Bridge") | Yosef Goldman and the Hadar Ensemble | Live at BJ

Because | am writing this during the Hebrew month of Adar, when our joy increases, | think it is
time for a sing-along. Maybe you know this song already, but even if you don’t, | know you will
pick it up as you sing. The words mean, "The whole world is a very narrow bridge, and the
essence is to not be afraid.”
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That's What Friends Are For - Dionne Warwick, Elton John, Gladys Knight, and Stevie Wonder
(Lyrics)

This song was released as a charity single to support AIDS research and prevention in 1986.
Perfect for our Adar sing-along.

Cecilia by Larry and Joe

World-class musicians Larry Bellorin and Joe Troop met in North Carolina. Larry is a legend of
Llanera music, a construction worker, and an asylum seeker from Monagas, Venezuela. Joe is
an acclaimed bluegrass and oldtime musician who returned to North Carolina to make music
and volunteer in the immigrant rights movement after a decade making music with his band
Che Appalache in South America.

Bolbole Mast

Chloe Pourmorady is the lead vocalist and violinist of the amazing Chloé Pourmorady
Ensemble, a Los Angeles-based group who perform a blend of Persian and Sephardic Jewish
harmonies. Bolbole Mast, or Drunken-Singing Bird, is an original song by the band.

Be in touch with the Jewish Coalition for Immigrant Justice NW
at goforth@jcijnw.org and follow by liking us on Facebook and Instagram.
Invite others to subscribe to this Newsletter.
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