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A DROP OF HONEY 

Shavuot: Torah Without Borders 

By Rabbi Seth Goldstein, Temple Beth Hatfiloh in Olympia 

Shavuot, which we observe this month, is the festival of Torah, a remembrance of the story of Sinai when God 

revealed the Torah to Moses and the Israelites, thus providing this once-enslaved people a foundation and 

framework for a new community. As the inheritors of that foundation, we celebrate the moment of revelation as the 

moment we affirmed, and continue to affirm, our commitment to our sacred texts and traditions, and each other. 

The location of Mount Sinai was a curiosity to our ancient sages, the rabbis of the Talmud. Why was the Torah given 

in the middle of the wilderness as part of the journey? Why was it not given in the Promised Land, for example? In 

examining the first verse of the Book of Numbers, the rabbis teach: 

"And God spoke to Moses in the Sinai Wilderness" (Numbers 1:1). Why the Sinai Wilderness? From here the sages 

taught that the Torah was given through three things: fire, water, and wilderness…. And why was the Torah given 

through these three things? Just as fire, water, and wilderness are free to all the inhabitants of the world, so too are 

the words of Torah free to them, as it says in Isaiah 55:1, “Oh, all who are thirsty, come for water... even if you have 

no money." (Bamidbar Rabbah 1:7) 

The Torah was given in the wilderness because it was “free”—in the open, where all can access it, where it is 

available to all who desire it. In other words: the Torah was given in a place without borders. 



The verse from the prophet Isaiah that the rabbis use to prove this point is also poignant. On the one hand, the 

rabbis are reading “water” as a metaphor for Torah—both sustain life and should therefore be freely given. On the 

other hand, the text speaks to providing for everyone’s most basic physical needs. 

In describing revelation, therefore, the rabbis teach that we are to both to care for one another by providing life’s 

necessities, and to lower or eliminate the barriers that create separation. 

And, we are reminded with this midrash, that to welcome and advocate for those who seek to flee hardship and find 

a better life in a new land, and fight for immigrant justice in general, is not only remembering our ancient and 

modern stories, but living into the essence of Torah itself. 

EVENTS 

Celebrate the Jewish Coalition becoming a Nonprofit! 

 

RSVP Here  

Join with the Jewish Coalition to celebrate our new nonprofit 501(c)(3) status! Join us on June 4 at 3-5pm at Seward 

Park Shelter 4. The short program will begin at 3:30 with music from Brivele, the anti-fascist klezmer folk-punk trio, a 

welcome from Rabbi Jay LeVine, cake, snacks, and lots of appreciation for all of you.  

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.actionnetwork.org%2Fss%2Fc%2FP8Elou2Rvc0qoMPEUZrMXcOpy_XqN4R2ZGjoK-5zZnkevhFx7kfQ62fnMfvY84c1Iy2NUY1n8pe1Uzf-gGzIyMLB0s9ej2I8vfDftoeIx4wSix2qTM4sCw3CDCbxiXymaGHtLNQ2JJD7jMEzaUSv1sLx1O7Lr0EpzNUfDiLnV2yePV8h7o-MhgIdXrpLfZOOMbTJ4PqxqkMKAEHkuM7uaLgFHwr32H49zq6NznsscLiAg1GpR-275-fGcecUcO6pmKatnJqp-FZ5Ypu5sBjm9DOEZVuTz8UDcyUmV8gDs2AC13nuAzHfJIGh3gVLQ7FktY9y-5nuIR8Bkf7Z3ibw7u4CpyFaWoZHZ7dKWVSXgFE%2F3wb%2F-7sNHNloQX6iTetD49yBag%2Fh1%2F8GQczOuuNFFgZu_Mbt6vGNvaTpONW3bc5XNZufpUU-0&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cb1b94b292c004cb8bdc908db5882287b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638201088294938450%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=v4ZWyZgbELPLXE8apaUZTSZXv8iOy15%2FiyUX27UIUrs%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.actionnetwork.org%2Fss%2Fc%2FatcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDKUpR5tRhk6NTKNbCD7kfQCJN1Cbzc7v3WY5DtjHtxaLClOdDvHSJLGQR-oLxNwR7dOqx4SnzHXwW0Y4aqOERhH6ibnY20__TDOitG6VpbBlKTzJ-qhk9ov7wSk4zQFY7g-mAb0kch6G7SCA3Bk7lg9wNcSP7ILwCisuoMT2P8KKWUWyWEi9G-yin9NF8Yk2tLhnikbX6o3qe5dmKcDKEkdR6g1PBfi0ELpKCmXjW65yRStk3HzEawiq5E0khkZTMZwKU1nKsVVVdDJkhOSF7UZnCgckWtda8RWO6CcIKGmF6JPiY5Ptqe87ORZ_UT7ZXyO6O8nchXxepuh1J8z2GCxsardY9_-KWyCCzXyzNuQqQGjC-Kz1FsbcvHJKcC1WGWOXRNx11nXjbDnuPL9UOB8%2F3wb%2F-7sNHNloQX6iTetD49yBag%2Fh2%2FqSqVO03CBbVdUdeejvm9l12TrRDxcWjbeGSIkgwGPmQ&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cb1b94b292c004cb8bdc908db5882287b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638201088294938450%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jCxCIU8A3HU181NMKXrcm8ga55jkstHgveD3I%2B9bqm0%3D&reserved=0
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Accessibility: Please note there are 12 steps down from parking to this shelter. 

Undocu Summit 2023 

 

UNDOCU SUMMIT 2023, produced by Leadership Without Borders at University of Washington Seattle will be in-
person on June 15 with the theme Empowerment in our Resiliency. The summit will explore essential components 
of empowerment that include the tools, information, resources, and the freedom within the undocumented 
community to continue to achieve common goals and live our purpose. Register here. 

SUPPORT 

Bond Parents out of Detention in Honor of Mother’s Day, 
Father’s Day, and in Support of All Families 

The Fair Fight Bond Fund gives immigrants in Washington a fighting chance. The bonds posted allow detained 

immigrants to return to their lives and families while they build a case to gain immigration status. Please donate to 

honor mothers, fathers, and children! 

Support the Bond Fund 

The National Bail Out Collective coordinates the Mama’s Day Bail Outs, which bail out Black Mamas and caregivers 

so they can spend Mother’s Day with their families where they belong! 

TAKE ACTION 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.actionnetwork.org%2Fss%2Fc%2FDrXwiczQ96MSKwRku2zVcfLOxqtSYc2FvuMNFZhAmJVjnAbLtTh-uGc3EbVNd8jB4YDRmDdJ7xiruNDV4cI7vLhH41G9ozwv9oeitYzwwvHJ9duqfPunYc7VcsZcVbBygGy87mbVboI6ZShq4w98V95Sr5btdTYJcF0rWc8atHv3liqMRcPozf6GuhfiY6qVTnsoasS93FGUYbBn1KSevCOILoJto6Zjg2Nq9qDna-d66Efx8Na6NMH8I8RrnkpLs8MY_GxHZENaxcgfCO_sP9-LgZavpExy6qqnHCWGtyW8N1qHZ6QCIuXfKJ73V_lpWSw_NkBWtJz9pAOmaajsEj42tFFTQl-YVTjBhZEVuUz9pZjYbWBCYknvE0Y08suW1mdfcaMvmJIcAElaYRNngA%2F3wb%2F-7sNHNloQX6iTetD49yBag%2Fh4%2FRaMMIlLi7i322IAG0bbv3wDpq1Rx6DrKBbKBy307RT4&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cb1b94b292c004cb8bdc908db5882287b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638201088294938450%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=poDWsuUlUG66JA41CkYa%2Bo%2FtWNoHFrbGTc1edhH35PM%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.actionnetwork.org%2Fss%2Fc%2FDrXwiczQ96MSKwRku2zVcfLOxqtSYc2FvuMNFZhAmJVjnAbLtTh-uGc3EbVNd8jB4YDRmDdJ7xiruNDV4cI7vLhH41G9ozwv9oeitYzwwvF9mCV1VLYWoUyoABGq7926_HshQ0Y6EIDR8nob58jev8Vg-1vrEO4sYwWyUrTBQ9MC3gu0RRXHzjc9CJPS9V8bjGeVHNe6utG66VRw-6ksczd8XsAigoY6PV_42qt0YfE7I8i72lZY5EQxkDV44g2WYjVc_zwI5e-uIr-Cj95K9DCW1kTkbPleUmOuNlTIeGi-3fukAyEKwKA6-afeOG07YfQ4qtmISsOl2DV-MWzpvJyOzZ7Cz79p1o6Mc4p4agqW5alAjjqXd2y-CFD00eyeHCMBUfOBkz2t_CFAsAGegw%2F3wb%2F-7sNHNloQX6iTetD49yBag%2Fh5%2FQ2b5F9eVGKX_eo-6mhbQnZrIlgksoNK5j-cnbwQAVnc&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cb1b94b292c004cb8bdc908db5882287b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638201088294938450%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MTwqB3lQRzPGvdjchfRF4s1LBF%2BqNUx49ZHxYf7w1dw%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.actionnetwork.org%2Fss%2Fc%2FA7GQnnr_XzUYyessq5BiRA1euFja49jf2A5BnJO5yMsHL2DaRiiBu8rcXQzB9IYoQZQexD4XUrrj_UY96Z4INLjIxAoKDm1SNTWbE25oj12WUsxRwwvWEn_KriAH0LCVQL2w-n-TX1eikNcVIqwOnPuCZkgeJuuR90FzFEO_kKraXjMV7O_JRYID3H20uh2qCMaWfh_Zru9QSHdhFsF-esglcZhpE9sUE2meBpgj64v69IMmVVbL2MnrqAg25r8cfsdDFkG9eXEsnoTPv6lxnqQnUTHeSSSOzYvmjXNKb9fyprsfOiMcfGfmEKI9D0qDJA3sRhm21OLknqsro1coOaSjKyyG-455BhJ-ySYCUhs%2F3wb%2F-7sNHNloQX6iTetD49yBag%2Fh6%2Fo34PAzZhfbuvYmjoJZHWVkgI_xDqbFNcEgOq8pQxbzc&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cb1b94b292c004cb8bdc908db5882287b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638201088294938450%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=j%2B%2FnI%2FVKIAUvGQe2GCAzIDVC06w9pSSlPAjhJ3VZ4ls%3D&reserved=0
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Take Action: Tell Congress to Protect Families and Reject 
Increased Funding for Immigration Detention 

The Biden administration is reportedly considering reinstating family detention amid a backdrop of expected 

increases in people arriving at the U.S. southern border. Now is the time to urge policymakers to reflect our values 

and ensure noncitizens are treated humanely by reducing the use of immigration detention and protecting families 

against the innumerable harms of family detention. 

Take Action 

VOLUNTEER 

New JCIJ Accompaniment Volunteer Opportunity 

JCIJ invites you to become an accompaniment volunteer for Colectiva Legal del Pueblo. Colectiva Legal, located in 

Burien, offers pro bono and low bono legal services to immigrants, education to empower the community, and 

advocacy around immigrant justice issues. We are organizing teams of volunteers to support Colectiva Legal with 

clerical tasks and their clothing bank, and to provide accompaniment for their clients. 

We’ve identified four volunteer opportunities for JCIJ participants to help support the work of Colectiva Legal:   

1) Support the Clothing Bank which serves Colectiva Legal’s clients. JCIJ volunteers will have one or two volunteer 

shifts a month usually on Thursdays. 

2) Assist with clerical tasks in the Legal Department. JCIJ volunteer shifts can be up to once a week on Thursdays. 

3) Accompany clients to various appointments as requested by Colectiva Legal legal staff. Orientation will be 

provided as needed; Spanish language skill may be required and will be determined on a case by case basis. 

4) Volunteer at a Colectiva Legal ProSe Asylum Clinic helping clients fill out their applications for asylum. This 

requires proficiency in Spanish as well as specific training by Colectiva Legal. The next clinics will be August 19 and 

December 2 of 2023. 

Volunteer 

By supporting the work of Colectiva Legal with these tasks, JCIJ volunteers will help Colectiva Legal focus squarely 

on building the best possible case for its clients. 

Please complete this Volunteer Interest Form, and we will contact you about the next steps for connecting 

with Colectiva Legal.   

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.actionnetwork.org%2Fss%2Fc%2FatcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDGlyFEPfIQqTPhAJ7ICxnKHlq-L_f2c5043e31EuBgdDfqr_QvpwRKtLvv1b3kHu567tczTqV0DY_p0N521IXdRqsemSbb3SzPey1CPGFdi5TlMGO8Wz6irAMMTQwm30dDbVDrDgHcKUKAagmu--pydkc0F0SsnKiviQ5r7smEwFKPN3l4FhmtZtEkG7VyaP328f83YVwg83V6y1i8hjxHCaDb25HYw159udc_hjbW3a9N5-ZWbKOcgidQDMjDbr1QckoK2jpt-CC6FkjXTkFBOuPU6pcUd8XTs4kDxBN-kAJbi0HaNKYjaMgwHS-gn5jUg_P285klPI2PrsUrAmqMuD4pj8Ocusuk04ZqvMvgbIJB8ZeS-UkTx_tmlwb1NkRvNasQTIyS_T3rxyUfeE_Ny5UxPrwTYG61wb8qRMH7puRthmzUxN33ibQ86GaZpMBTG7EjBEShZwYXsfYEqxRMTDiL8fbIOAImEdHifnBakKot-kzhLdAm3ez9ZEx3RdRFFqaYMG_Z8BFbAiJIT99FHD0zJy0EPYh6jVM2LCEVAEzIJAQLBVd3AnuqrTlHPj-MVdFt_vjPxRun2SmuxyXj5jd-VsyONrUO_on6r6XHIxCSTp3mtY-MdzYo-o8rlFacdCKKuONBWwQaZG6zlksbiQ71Bt6r-UaZuW6yVFs8FsaRESWu3PtBrghs8uBO0ZKOiDlgqOceioxH7P7iTvBEosnz4L-zTEq7XKHI-7XR3RaOirnqQVJV6fs-fkzo7Hbvv3YoWRmxys-DuKTWbCOm7wqTAOtNTMvHAZLpwmtCA9IJxmgTfwNxsQ516Y7qw_pvONz15GK16ekkrSpOxPgVrP088-F7F0y6s4xkTQ4V5Y9Kb9mdZNDjrlU0GcE9DMJjHdjU9UiC8dQo7v5bcD-Ue9z55BGoyKCgajsr5af-Eg%2F3wb%2F-7sNHNloQX6iTetD49yBag%2Fh9%2FtdpThDuMZcFztgweDIAN5sfIABv6hhc8zj3chlC8cEI&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cb1b94b292c004cb8bdc908db5882287b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638201088294938450%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yGsfJXJgouABI37l%2FpqZ4KRq41Ptq1R4oCuo6nlwdxU%3D&reserved=0
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Deportation Flights have Resumed. Volunteers Needed to 
Monitor ICE Activity! 

Now that a Federal Judge has allowed ICE flights to resume from King County Airport (Boeing Field), it is 

very important to prevent NWDC from becoming a “black site” where ICE can make people appear and disappear 

without anyone knowing. These flights ensnare immigrants before they can make their case to attain legal status in 

the US, separate families, and return immigrants to the dangers they fled. The flights began last week. 

 

Our immigrant justice partner, La Resistencia, is working with Tsuru for Solidarity and Angelina Godoy at the UW 

Center for Human Rights to identify how often ICE is scheduling detention (incoming) and deportation (outgoing) 

flights at King County Airport (KCA). ICE has been unwilling to share any information, requiring the organizations to 

file Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests. 

The goal is to witness every flight and get a count of how many people get off the plane (headed for NWDC) and 

how many people are put on the plane (headed for deportation). In the past, ICE had a schedule of one flight a week 

on Tuesday morning. 

Volunteers are needed to monitor this ICE activity! If you are interested in learning more about being part of 

a monitoring team at either King County Airport or the Northwest Detention Center, please email us 

at goforth@jcijnw.org. 

LEGISLATIVE WINS 

Thank you for your powerful advocacy this Legislative Session! You sent letters to your state legislators, joined 

Immigrant and Refugee Advocacy Days at the state capitol, came together for an educational program about JCIJ’s 

legislative priorities, and helped make these wins possible. Here are the full results. 

Outcomes of JCIJ’s Top 3 priorities: 

Unemployment Benefits for Undocumented Workers SB5109 / HB1095 

Did not pass, but got the farthest it has so far and will be a priority for next year. 

Expanding access to unemployment benefits to all workers, regardless of immigration status. 

Health Equity for Immigrants 

Funded! Did not pass as a bill but shifted into a budget proviso funded at $53 million 

• $49.5 million for a new Medicaid-like program for undocumented immigrants under 138% of the Federal 

Poverty Level (FPL) starting July 2024. 
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• $110M to continue funding for HealthPlanFinder premium assistance for all Washingtonians under 250% 

FPL, including $10M for undocumented immigrants thanks to the 1332 waiver starting January 2024. 

• $3.7M in new funds to support outreach, customer assistance, and administration for the new programs - 

including a study of how to improve Cascade Care affordability through further 1332 waivers. 

Health Equity reflects a Washington state where all can access the health care we need, regardless of immigration 

status. Next year, we will continue to fight for a bill that would improve access to affordable health care and 

coverage for all Washington residents, prioritizing equal access for individuals who are uninsured and underinsured 

due to immigration status restrictions. 

Immigrant Legal and Naturalization Assistance 

Funded! 

$4 million for Naturalization assistance doubled from $2-$4M biennially. 

$8 million for Legal Support and Community Safety program 

To gear up for the next Legislative Session, we will continue to build relationships with coalition partners, build 

support of action takers from across the state, and plan powerful campaigns to pass Unemployment Insurance and 

Health Equity bills in 2024. Interested in joining? Email goforth@jcijnw.org. 

COMMITTEES 

Accompaniment Committee 

We have been focusing our efforts this month on organizing and preparing to launch our new JCIJ accompaniment 

volunteer outreach project to recruit volunteers to support the work of our immigrant justice partner organization, 

Colectiva Legal del Pueblo.   

We invite you to complete and submit a volunteer interest form and we will be in touch. We also support 

accompaniment opportunities, such as accompanying immigrants to court, when we receive requests from our other 

immigrant justice partners. 

 

Please join us! Let us know here of your interest. 

Advocacy Committee 

With Legislative Session over, we’ll be shifting to focus on federal immigration - the end of Title 42 and asylum 

seekers at the southern border, limiting funding for ICE and Detention beds, and ending 287(g) contracts between 

law enforcement and ICE. 

JCIJ’s Advocacy Committee meets virtually the second Sunday of each month. Join our next monthly meeting on 

June 11 from 4-5:30PM. 
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Community Engagement 

We are developing inviting ways for individuals to take action in support and advocacy for immigrants, and we will 

continue to plan collection drives for 2023-24. If you are interested in joining this important work, please sign 

up here. 

Book Club 

Our next book: My Broken Language by Quiara Alegría Hudes 

Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright Quiara Alegría Hudes tells her lyrical story of coming of age against the backdrop 

of an ailing Philadelphia barrio, with her sprawling idiosyncratic, love-and-trouble-filled Puerto Rican family as a 

collective muse. 

The Immigrant Justice Book Club meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7pm. Join our next meeting: June 6 at 

7PM. 

SYNAGOGUE SPOTLIGHT 

Welcoming the Stranger at Havurah Shalom, a vibrant, diverse, 
participatory Jewish Reconstructionist community in Portland 

By Miriam Reshotko and Lee Gordon 

When we became empty nesters in 2021, sending our youngest child off to college, we weren’t concerned about 

being lonely. Fast forward to 2022 and the war in Ukraine. We longed to help people escape an unjustified war. 

Perhaps because our families both fled eastern Europe to escape violence and oppression, we felt an especially 

strong connection. Upon hearing that the US had a fast-track program for citizens to sponsor Ukrainian refugees, we 

signed up on websites that allowed people in need of sponsors to contact us. 

The requests were numerous, constant, and many were heart rending. We screened the inquiries and contacted a 

young couple we hoped to sponsor. We set up a zoom call to “meet” them. We were thrilled when the application 

was approved and shortly after, they received travel approval. 

We contacted friends at Havurah Shalom and asked them to join our “welcome circle.” Eventually this group of 

people (about 12-15 in all) became the “Ukrainian subgroup” of the Havurah Sanctuary committee, joining other 

subgroups supporting Guatemalan and Afghan families. 

The requests for help continued to pour in. Many of the requesters only wanted sponsorship so that they could 

legally enter the US. In all, we have sponsored six Ukrainian couples. To date, members of our group have 

sponsored 28 people.   

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.actionnetwork.org%2Fss%2Fc%2FSVVf6UGddUySPN6znLYVWkwCg7MPkFgjC4P8MJFXDzEtqle72N74fySt5zvT2n85i-FZ9zq509jm5tE-45RUNZFGeeTa47x4xP_PzKodGN_aEGHmpn_sp-jyZpmrL1u2VcPvGmKW9jwZs3WYd_c_UUIVKbxt5p15--xlrMLlN_TrvACpkyfgFDHqTU0ZKATrW8svIGfUnIPKXMfcGqbfj1gDnPtTGIVhydPE_61wu-ClumjPDMFcBrZIBWaiaULDSVj-iyXDDl5Qxg7WHIE-JQbU1yqsI9-VCl5xUzasaIryjvZ-e-oPzdEvpH11NUzStejeVrkuvH4W390mbBwLQjBTemJ_pPS7Qj1wfsDqd34%2F3wb%2F-7sNHNloQX6iTetD49yBag%2Fh22%2Fiya4Ukad3pYqyodtD5hTGXmKz3SK_mG-bU7lqssrzrs&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cb1b94b292c004cb8bdc908db5882287b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638201088295094700%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mY01JP3W2NXOuWPtbbjvo4xxWwb0KZqODvuNbYRvffU%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.actionnetwork.org%2Fss%2Fc%2FP8Elou2Rvc0qoMPEUZrMXcOpy_XqN4R2ZGjoK-5zZnmEF5A7DpMYKMIRe2awWRG1DXaiucSlFh8mfBeQUKD2jzFehGaJLkZW25KCaLb2fcUJdJj5gUkAIb5KlH-6NvmcIhnrtybuO8pGk5XXuI03KK3DROUaLN-fijTU1FfoDOrXbInxLPlYplBKyaGCe1wR4gqaoGz5eUhiXOO7wf1uOaI6jfemdjvTu1NseHINL6d68tFHa3SRix1mxjoReykONGVXFWzr_QOBaXOg6tplKrBGhitTtCeIH6glpK4nla4xVLUI0DHAsBsaZQKUHGEpy-uv3gD3mCZokRkb1k0b_qVOp9jKOPxSsQCt_b-vGtfOe5_9R4pnpYYBAJNT07u4LRc6-_V_CAAdl_vGWqywLjMBwHVk7wFvNhLxvZsiOUY52rcyZBCtYex4LRbQDmcsGVC_xtlJ8v7mpSxuCn5mTTlZ7oTQ7znsaiFxeasxLnugrMvcJt5ecPRpzONCBzdzzUex_2KkWQVUXK5yzaX1Ew%2F3wb%2F-7sNHNloQX6iTetD49yBag%2Fh23%2FXm6_veCkzQKwzbnXEdl1btEM6_zjLYf4GVmZzn5YSMM&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cb1b94b292c004cb8bdc908db5882287b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638201088295094700%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tERpx%2BiEXUlTtvZA%2F2pUPOS%2FSHB0nvrvPeo1OY1aL9g%3D&reserved=0


We are currently housing a lovely young couple who have quickly become part of our extended family. They are 

studying English, have found jobs, have purchased a car and are diligently striving to become part of the local 

community. Some others have decided to move on to other parts of the country where they have friends. A few are 

housed locally with their sponsors or in rentals with subsidies from the Jewish Federation of Portland.   

We highly recommend that people check out the opportunities to sponsor! 

Try www.icanhelp.host and https://www.uscis.gov/ukraine. Feel free to contact Lee 

Gordon: Lee@handinhandk12.org with questions about getting started. 

NEWS 

The End of Title 42 

 

The American Immigration Council held an excellent webinar on May 10, 2023 about the end of Title 42 and 

steps toward a better humanitarian protection system. You can now watch a recording of the webinar. 

 

Here is a comprehensive plan recommended by the American Immigration Council: Beyond a Border 

Solution: How to Build a Humanitarian Protection System That Will Not Break. 

Immigrant Justice Partner Never Again Action Explains 
Biden’s Transit Ban, the End of Title 42, and Title 8 Expansion 
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The Biden administration is imposing stiffer consequences for people who do not follow lawful pathways to seek 

asylum. At the same time, they are modifying what counts as a “lawful pathway.” Let’s be absolutely clear: A person 

must be physically present in the United States in order to request asylum. 

Biden’s rule change would make individuals who cross into the U.S. without permission or who arrive at the border 

without an appointment ineligible for asylum. This is counter to U.S. and international policy and is one aspect of 

Title 8 that may be challenged and eventually struck down in court (the ACLU has already been outspoken about 

these changes and are expected to sue). People have a right to seek asylum regardless of how they arrive in the 

U.S. 

Read more here. 

SONGS IN THE KEY OF JCIJ 

Curated by Dina Burstein 

Harry Belafonte - Mama Look A Boo Boo I would like to honor the remarkable Harry Belafonte, who died last month. 

From Democracy Now’s remembrance: “The son of Jamaican immigrants, Belafonte rose to stardom in the 1950s 

and became the first artist to sell a million records with his album Calypso. He was also the first African American 

actor to win an Emmy. Along with his growing fame, Belafonte became deeply involved in the civil rights movement. 

One of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s closest confidants, he helped to organize the March on Washington in 1963 and 

frequently raised money to bail activists out of jail and fund their activities throughout the South. Belafonte was also 

a longtime critic of U.S. foreign policy, calling for an end to the embargo against Cuba, supporting the anti-apartheid 

movement and opposing policies of war and global oppression.” 

 

La Ketuba De La Ley by Sarah Aroeste 

Many Sephardic communities precede this reading of the Book of Ruth on Shavuot by singing the famous azharot, a 

poetical enumeration of the 613 commandments (mitzvoth). Ladino-speaking Jews also included translations of this 

liturgy and added a unique Ladino song known as “La Ketubah de la Ley,” the marriage contract of the law, or 

Torah. Learn more about Scenes of Shavuot from Salonica to Seattle. 

 

Video of Zog Nit Keynmol To commemorate the 80th anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising last month, 6 

Kadima members gathered to sing the partisan anthem, recapitulating their performance at Kadima’s first public 

event in 1978, which seems like a long, long time ago. 

 

Where You Go Shavuot, which begins May 27, draws from the story of Ruth and Naomi (as it appears in Sefaria). 

Shoshana Jedwab’s beautiful song connects Ruth’s ancient promise of love and connection to Naomi to love of and 

connection to chosen family, refugees, mother earth, children, ancestors. 
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Be in touch with the Jewish Coalition for Immigrant Justice NW 

at goforth@jcijnw.org and follow by liking us on Facebook and Instagram. . 

Invite others to subscribe to this Newsletter. 
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