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About The Nancy Benedict 
Social Justice Award

The Nancy Benedict Social Justice Award recognizes an 
individual or organization that has made a long-term 
contribution to the advancement of social justice in 

Connecticut. Issues that are recognized by the award 
include but are not limited to health care, labor rights, 

civil rights and peace. 

This award is named in honor and memory of long time 
social activist Nancy Benedict who spent her entire adult 

life in the struggles for social justice and peace. 

CCAG is honored to present the 2023 Nancy Benedict 
Social Justice Award to 

Leticia Colon! 
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SHARED SOLAR: Connecticut electricity remains among the most expen-
sive electricity in the nation, which is making the shift to renewables a smart 
financial move for many. As of September 2016, roughly 20,000 CT resi-
dents have installed solar capacity on their homes. Expansion continues and
the best sites convert first, but many homes are rented and many do not have
a direct, all-day view of the sun. MA, NY, and VT have opened such homes 
to solar power through developing “shared solar sites.” Shared solar is con-
nected both to the grid (excess power then drastically reduces participating 
ratepayer bills) and to multiple shaded homes. Connecticut utilities have
successfully resisted doing the same here. Lobbyists constrained the Legisla-
ture to a badly designed “pilot” project, though full-scale implementation is 
all around us. CCAG champions full Connecticut implementation, following
best practices of our neighboring states. We will fight industry efforts to 
weaken incentives for solar, such as net metering. Sign a petition on the 
CCAG website.

WATER RESOURCES AND CLIMATE CHANGE: Special interests have had 
astonishing successes in muddying the clarity of a scientific consensus: Humans 
drive global warming. Other special interests have made public water into a mass-
market commodity by bottling and branding it. (Current municipal pricing structures
often encourage privatization by discounting mass purchases.) The two issues are 
colliding. Water stewardship is in focus. Extreme weather conditions, like Connecti-
cut’s long drought, show rapidly changing water distribution patterns. Proposed pri-
vatizations of destabilized public water supplies (mass bottling contracts) are waking 
up communities. Urgency on water issues may take a surprisingly large share of the
legislative session. CCAG is building partnerships with like-minded groups, includ-
ing the Sierra Club, Clean Water Action, Save Our Water, and League of Conserva-
tion Voters. Many ad hoc grassroots groups are sprouting up around municipal water
sales on a mass scale. (See Bloomfield and New Britain).  We will actively fight to 
guard against schemes by corporations trying to control our drinking water.

TOXIC HAZARDS: CCAG will support state purchasing agents to put the 
environment near the top of all procurement decisions. We will work to re-
ward reductions of carbon footprint in government activities, private enter-
prise, and daily life. Continued research and negotiation will yield details as 
the session nears.

PROTECTING  HEALTHCARE: The new administration is almost certain to 
attack Medicaid, try to privatize Medicare, and repeal the Affordable Care Act. 
CCAG will take a leading role at the national and state level to resist. We will call 
out and oppose efforts at the state level to limit access to Medicaid, or any further 
rationing of access to care.
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