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The DFT, in line with our state and national federation, has a long tradition of community 
service. One such event was last month: Reading Opens the World, a collaboration with 
First Book and AFT National.  At this book giveaway we distributed over 10,000 free high-
quality books for PK-12 students. What could be more satisfying than seeing adults and 
kids excited about getting these books to keep for their own. It was a lot of fun just 
thumbing through the books, which slowed me down just a bit from the unpacking and 
sorting.  I have been fortunate to have volunteered for every book giveaway which has 
ōŜŜƴ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ 5ŜǘǊƻƛǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ нлмнΦ ¸ŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǘƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ǳƴǇŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄŜǎΣ ǎƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
titles by grade level and placing them on tables in stacks.  Yes, it was time spent away from 
home, tired because I had been working all day.  Yes, I gave up precious Saturdays to work 
the day of the event. But the the huge smiles of not only students but our fellow 
colleagues as they came in to get classroom books for their libraries made it all worth it.  
¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ƎƛǾŜŀǿŀȅΦ hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǾƻǘŜǊ 
registration table, healthy snacks goodie bags, guest readers, authors who have read their 
own works, coloring sheets and blank journals for kids, face painting, caricatures and visits 
by community leaders. Just this month AFT National announced that it has given away 10 
million books to students across the country (fascinating, since the original goal more than 
ten years ago was to give away a million books). The DFT is proud of our Ƙƻǿ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ 
in that, by giving away more than 50,000 books to our community with titles that reflect 
the diverse population of our families. This is what makes us the Mighty, Mighty DFT!

Here is the AFT and First Book Celebrate Giving Away 10 Million Books Livestream.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NGVQlUnyUCg


ReminderFrom
  the PAC Chairs

MarcusWaltonand 

RobinJennings

IŜǊŜΩǎhow youcando yourpart to makesurethe Biden/Harris
teamare reelected: https://aftvotes.org/aftvotes-take-action

Last month both AFT and NEA launched Educators for Biden-Harris, a campaign to 
reelect the President and VP. Here is a quick video featuring First Lady, Jill Biden, and 
AFT National President, Randi Weingarten: Educators for Biden-Harris Launch.

We encourage you to sign up for this campaign: Join Educators for Biden-Harris.

 

https://aftvotes.org/aftvotes-take-action
https://fb.watch/s2iuJ6iwjQ/
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/join-educators-for-biden/?link_id=2&can_id=02f69982a4a56ca3cd81fa74590e4ccc&source=email-we-launched-educators-for-biden-harris-yesterday&email_referrer=email_2287944&email_subject=we-launched-educators-for-biden-harris-yesterday


DFT Members Hear the President and Governor 
Speak at NAACP Freedom Fund Dinner 

The NAACP Freedom Fund Dinner was livestreamed. You can watch the entire evening here: YouTubeNAACP.  
Governor Whitmer speaks at 2:50:50; President Biden speaks at 3:28:10.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=80dCLU6Vxqk


Vice President Comes to Detroit
President Wilson-Lumpkins is Invited to the Event

You can listen to the ±tΩǎ 17 minutes of remarks here: Kamala Harris Address to Detroit
 

VP Kamala Harris came to 
Detroit as part of a multi-state 
tour promoting economic 
opportunity, which was 
focused on investing in 
communities and highlighting 
administration achievements. 
The White House will provide 
$100 million for small and 
medium-size auto parts 
manufacturers to upgrade 
their facilities and train their 
workforce.

https://youtu.be/5FrRnLoF-II?si=RAw7YJPOXTG9vrMH


Charles A. Wright Museum of African American History

Here she is with Coleman A 
Young II, Detroit City Council 
at Large.

Lt. Governor Garlin Gilchrist 
introduces the Vice President and 
finds time to pose with President 
Lakia Wilson-Lumpkins. 



Reasons Why the Biden-Harris Team Deserve Our Vote



Help Us Elect Pro-Public Education Candidates
Thankyou to all memberswho haverespondedto our Callfor Actionto makedonationsto

COPE,which is the nameof our PoliticalActionCommittee(PAC).

We have this ASKof our members. This is a great time to increase your political action committee 
donation, even if it's just a dollar per dues pull. Every little bit counts as there are so many elections
coming up on the horizon: locally, statewide and nationally.

If you have never made a contribution to COPE,now is the time to start. It's so convenient to make the
donation and you can use the same method of payment as your dues pull.

Reach out to Organizing Fellows, Yolanda King (West Side locations) at YKing@dft231.com , Regina Fuqua
(East Side locations) at RFuqua@dft231.com or Office Assistant , Mae Winters at MWinters@dft231.com .

mailto:YKing@dft231.com
mailto:Rfuqua@dft231.com
mailto:mwinters@dft231.com


ÅAugust13 DPSCDSchoolBoard Meeting
5:30 p.m.

ÅAugust 19 Staff Returns

ÅAugust 26 Students Return

ÅAugust 30 No school for staff and students

ÅSeptember 2 No school, Labor Day

ÅSeptember 3 first pay day for 24- 25, dues
pull

ÅSeptember 5 Executive Board, 4:30 p.m.

ÅSeptember 12 General Membership Meeting, 
4:30 p.m.

Å6 General Membership Meeting, 4:30
p.m.

Å7 Last Day for  Students

Å10 Professional Development for  Staff

Å11 Teachers Record Day

Å11 Dues Pull

Å11 Retirees Picnic, 11:00 a.m.

Å17, 18, 20, 21 PD for Summer School Staff

Å24 Summer School Programs Begin

Å25 Dues Pull (last  dues pull  for  23-24)

Å27 Summative Form Published, Appeals Window 

Opens

Å9 DPSCD School Board Meeting
5:30 p.m.

Å26 Summer School Programs End

Datesandtimesaresubjectto change.

DFTeventsareonwebsite@https://dft231.mi.aft.org/events.

DPSCDinformationcanbe found@detroitk12.org.

CALENDAR
June July                                                                   August/September

https://dft231.mi.aft.org/events
detroitk12.org


Condolences to the Family of Marvin L. Green
The death of retired Labor Relations Administrator, Marvin Green, has been announced. He served in the office 

as an LRA for many years, under the administrations of John Elliott, Janna Garrison and Virginia Cantrell.

Here is his obituary:Marvin L. Green Obituary.

https://www.detroitnews.com/obituaries/pdet0825347


Tributes

Keith Johnson, former president of the Union, states that hewas so saddened to learn that his former colleague passed away 

back in January.Marvin served more than 20 years a Labor Relations Administrator for the DFT. When I came to the DFT 

office in 1993, Marvin was an invaluable asset to me in learning how to serve our members.Marvin didn't really say much, but 

he was acutely aware of members rights under the CBA and was vigilant and diligent in the enforcement of their rights.Marvin 

was the most organized person in the office. You never saw his desk cluttered, and his file drawers were immaculately 

structured; organized either alphabetically or chronologically. A place for everything, and everything in its place.It was always 

humorous to me that when I became Director of Operations, how Marvin would come to me to ask how he should proceed on 

an issue, not because of my knowledge but because of my position.Marvin was a dedicated Unionist; passionate about 

education, passionate about the teaching profession, and passionate about his Union.DFT members past and present should be 

thankful for the service rendered by Marvin L. Green. Rest in peace my friend and Union brother.

Patrick Falcusan, Retirement Counselor, had this to say about his colleague:When I was new to the Union many years ago, 

Marvin would offer me advice on how to accomplish some of the tasks that then President John Elliott would assign 

me. Marvin would urge me not to attempt too many tasks at once and then end up not doing any of them well. Rather, he said, 

I should concentrateon the really importanttasks, but do all of them very well. Marvin was also my go-to person when there 

were parts of the Contract that I did not quite understand. Marvin would take the time to explain the Contract language to me--

and answer other union-related questions. Sometimes I am able to pass along some of his answers when unit members call me 

with the same questions these many years later."



× Academy of the Americas

× Adult Education

× Bagley

× Bates

× Bennett

× Bethune

× Brenda Scott

× Bunche

× Burns

× Burton

× Carleton

× Carstens

× Carver

× Central HS

× Charles Wright

× Clippert

× Cody

× Coleman A. Young
× CMA
× Cooke

Work LocationsRepresentedMay 2024GeneralMembershipMeeting

× Davis Aerospace

× Denby

× DFT Office
× DFT Retirees
× DIA
× Detroit Lions
× Drew
× Duke Ellington  
× Durfee
× Earhart
× EIDC
× Edison
× Emerson
× ETC
× Finney
× FLICS
× Gardner
× Golightly EC
× Gompers
× Hutchison
× Jerry L. White
× Keidan 14

× Mackenzie
× Mann
× M L King
× Moses Field
× Munger
× Noble
× Northwestern
× Palmer Park
× Paul Robeson/Malcolm X
× Pershing
× Priest
× Randolph
× Renaissance
× Ronald Brown
× SSW
× Schulze
× Southeastern
× SLP
× Thirkell
× Vernor
× Wayne
× Western



Back Row: Yolanda King, Rodney Fresh, Mark Duffy, Jason Posey, Everett 
Whitfield, Marcus Walton, Cassandra Davis, Jeff Wasilewski

Middle Row: Samatha Hoskin, Glenda Booker, Tamika Merchant, Kim 
Mitchell, Elena Phillips-Brantley, Regina Fuqua, Dwan McGrady, Crystal 
Lee, Carol Pierce, Devette Brown, Lisa Card

Front Row: Lakia Wilson-Lumpkins, Robin Jennings, Marva Needham-
Fletcher, Andrea Raiford, Julia Hunko

DFT Delegates



Junetta Wynne WCCC #2000, 
Laura Dickerson UAW Region 1A, 
Elena Brantley- Phillips



Lucky winner, Elena Brantley-Phillips, 
ррέ ¢± ōȅ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ 
Associates Life Insurance Co. 
https://ntalife.com/

https://ntalife.com/


DFT Leadership felt it was 
important for our state federation 
to recognize that self-care is 
crucial for all: PK-12 and Higher 
9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ LǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ 
reasons we have started our 
Wellness Wednesdays. Self-care 
needs to be grounded in 
legislation and reflected in 
educational policies. We are 
pleased this resolution was 
unanimously approved by the 
delegates.



2024-2026 AFT Michigan Administrative Board

DFT members elected to the state federation 
board are Lakia Wilson-Lumpkins, Jason Posey, 
Marcus Walton and former president Terrence 
Martin. 

Here are the newly elected Admin Board members taking the oath of 
office. Thank you all for agreeing to serve.



/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ 5C¢Ωǎ hǿƴ ¢ŜǊǊŜƴŎŜ aŀǊǘƛƴ

https://michiganadvance.com/2024/05/17/terrence-martin-the-first-black-aft-michigan-
president-in-history-is-elected-to-a-full-term

Image courtesy of Michigan Advocate

https://michiganadvance.com/2024/05/17/terrence-martin-the-first-black-aft-michigan-president-in-history-is-elected-to-a-full-term
https://michiganadvance.com/2024/05/17/terrence-martin-the-first-black-aft-michigan-president-in-history-is-elected-to-a-full-term


staff appreciation at the may general membership meeting: shop union
5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΥ ²Ŝ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ
Union Siblings so we encourage
you to Shop Union.

Use this resource we have created:
Å Local Shop Union 

Here are two more sources of information:
Å AFL-CIO Made in America
Å Union Plus/Union Made

Look for the union label as this 45+ year old 
commercial jingle reminds us. Singing begins at 
00:26.

https://actionnetwork.org/user_files/user_files/000/104/457/original/Shop_Union_March_2024.pdf
https://aflcio.org/MadeInAmerica
https://www.unionplus.org/blog/union-made


Recognition for the 3 
Work Locations with

Highest Percentage of 
DFT Members

Thank you                        for providing these members with a sweet treat.



Building Representatives Dinner



Message to our Attendees

Welcome TEAM DFT,
A simple definition of a union is a group of people united to increase their power and voice for improved conditions. Through this 
organization we are able to leverage our power for improved working conditions, higher compensation, better benefits, continued 
education and other work-related issues with our employer. However, another example of a union is a team. Google defines a TEAM 
ŀǎ άŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ƛƴǘŜǊŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǘŀǎƪǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜΦέ This 
also describes the Mighty DFT. 

The DFT is comprised of over 40+ job classifications, each of us with unique skillsets and talents. When we put our skills and talents 
together: organizing, note-taking, lobbying, etc. we are a powerhouse! As leaders of this local, you give of yourselves to ensure that 
our TEAM is ready.

Whether you are a Building Representative, alternate, union committee member, or rank and file members, we have invaluable 
strength when we stand and work together as a TEAM.  Attending union meetings, building representative trainings, school board 
meetings, building level DFT meetings, DFT meetings with administrators and assisting members with their questions and concerns, 
these are just some of the things we do to be the best TEAM in the Metro Detroit area.

We appreciate each of you and what you do for this TEAM. We thank you for your hard work and sacrifices. Because each of you 
stand tall and uphold the contract in over 100 school buildings, our TEAM wins. A heartfelt thank you for all that you do to lead our 
school children and each other. We admonish you in love to have a restful, safe, enjoyable, and peaceful summer. TEAM DFT always 
wins because Together Everyone Achieves More.



Preparing the Room


