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What a summer of milestones it has been for the members of the DFT. There were three things that, 
as a local, we focused on as the last day of the 23-24 school year rolled around and we planned for 
the summer:

1. Securing a 2-year agreement by June 30th 
2. Getting out the vote for Biden
3. Attending the AFT National Convention in July

We were successful in meeting that first focus. Thank you to everyone who supported the negotiating 
team who worked feverishly to craft an agreement that is inclusive of restoring the bargaining rights 
we had been denied for more than 10 years. We were also successful in having the agreement ratified 
ĤĲŉŸƖĲШƣőĲШŸũĬШ97 ШĲǂƓŔƖĲĬЯШċШŉĲċƣШƣőċƣШőċĬŰќƣШĤĲĲŰШċĦĦŸůƓũŔƚőĲĬШƚŔŰĦĲШΝΦΦΠЮ

The passage of the 2-year deal meant we could spend the rest of the summer getting out the vote for 
those candidates who are pro-labor and pro-public education.  We got started by screening 
candidates who sought our endorsements. Our red DFT apple carries a ton of respect in the 
community.

In late July we headed off to Houston for the biennial AFT National Convention. Unfortunately for 
many of us, me included, our departure from Detroit was affected by the CrowdStrike internet 
outage.  Flights were delayed and cancelled so we had to scramble to find our way to Texas. As if that 
ƽċƚŰќƣШŰĲƽƚ-breaking, while many of us were enroute to Houston, we heard the news that President 
Biden announced he was dropping out of the race and was giving his support to his Vice President, 
uċůċũċШcċƖƖŔƚв
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Your vote is very important in this election.  Kamala Harris and Tim Walz hold values that are 
ċũŔŊŰĲĬШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШ [ÑќƚШƻŔƚŔŸŰШŸŉШĦőċůƓŔŸŰŔŰŊШƓƨĤũŔĦШĲĬƨĦċƣŔŸŰЯШŔŰƻĲƚƣŔŰŊШŔŰШőĲċũƣőШĦċƖĲЯШ
restoring reproductive freedom, strengthening our gun safety laws, and supporting labor. 

Every election cycle we hear both new and old voting clichés. Get out the vote! Vote or Die! 
Rock the Vote! Vote, like your life depends on it. Over the past eight years we have definitely 
learned our lesson from the 2016 election. Many Americans took for granted their right to vote 
and we spend four years under the leadership of a demagogue with a bully pulpit. We continue 
to feel the ripples of that election through the recent slanted rulings of the United States 
Supreme Court. Rights we have fought and died for are now lost. Our children have fewer 
rights than we did eight years ago.

At the Democratic National Convention this past summer, former First Lady, Michelle Obama 
ƣŸũĬШƨƚЯШљ?ŸШƚŸůĲƣőŔŰŊгШìĲШĦċŰŰŸƣШƖŔƚťШũŸƚŔŰŊШůŸƖĲШŉƖĲĲĬŸůƚШƣőċŰШƽĲќƻĲШċũƖĲċĬǃШũŸƚƣЮњШÑőŔƚШ
2024 election is about the future of this country. Will we lead the work in technology, 
ŔŰŰŸƻċƣŔŸŰЯШŔŰŉƖċƚƣƖƨĦƣƨƖĲЯШċŰĬШƖĲƚƓĲĦƣШŉŸƖШĲċĦőШŸƣőĲƖќƚШĬŔŉŉĲƖĲŰĦĲƚЯШŸƖШƽŔũũШƽĲШƣċťĲШċШƚƣĲƓШĤċĦťШ
ŔŰШƣŔůĲШċŰĬШůŔůŔĦШƣőĲШĦƖƨĲũШċŰĬШċƨƣŸĦƖċƣŔĦШũĲċĬĲƖƚШƣőċƣШċƖĲШƖĲƚƓŸŰƚŔĤũĲШŉŸƖШůċŰǃШŸŉШƣőĲШƽŸƖũĬќƚШ
human atrocities? We cannot stand losing our standing on the world stage.

If you are tired of the commercials and literature in the mail, well, my brothers, sisters, and 
siblings, we cannot afford to get tired. These messages are symbols of the urgency we all must 
feel to cast our votes now through November 5th. I beg each of you to join us on our Red for Ed 
walks, volunteer to phone bank, and encourage your friends, family members, and even 
strangers to please vote.



November 2024 Key Dates for Michigan General Election

Use this link to find election information specific to 
Michigan: Vote 411 Michigan 

Know Your Voting Rights! Go to 

https://www.michiganvoting.org/

https://www.vote411.org/michigan
https://www.vote411.org/michigan
https://www.michiganvoting.org/
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Hereès How You Can Help Get Out the Vote for Kamala Harris & Tim Walz and ALL 

candidates endorsed by the labor unions.  

Åhttps://dft231.mi.aft.org/
Åhttps://aftmichigan.org/2024 -endorsed -candidates/
Åhttps://unionhall.aflcio.org/detroit
Åhttps://miaflcio.vote/

Make sure you are registered to vote! As President Barack Obama stated: "There's no 
such thing as a vote that doesn't matter."

Join AFT Activist

Participate in a Red for Ed Walk

o Taylor, Saturdays @ 10 a.m.: October 19, November 2

o Hamtramck, Saturdays @ 10 a.m.: October 12, October 26, November 2

o Detroit, Saturdays @ 10 a.m.: October 19, October 26, November 2

Wear your Harris/Walz AFT t-shirt and let family and friends know why itès important to 

vote and why we are supporting our labor-friendly candidates. 

Check your local Democratic Club for events in your area.

 

We did it before in Michigan and we can do it again! 

Our union siblings across the country are learning from us:

How Michiganès Labor Movement Won 

Back Labor Rights, in American Educator Fall 2024

https://dft231.mi.aft.org/
https://aftmichigan.org/2024-endorsed-candidates/
https://unionhall.aflcio.org/detroit
https://miaflcio.vote/
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/join-aft-activist?source=aftvotes&&link_id=14&can_id=51d3c46c71ada49d8caccfb1ae5d6e3c&email_referrer=email_2462490&email_subject=weekly-updates-september-23-2024
https://www.mobilize.us/aft/event/705510/
https://www.mobilize.us/aft/event/690471/
https://www.mobilize.us/aft/event/691665/
https://www.aft.org/ae/fall2024/hecker_martin_rader
https://www.aft.org/ae/fall2024/hecker_martin_rader


Campaigns and Get Out the Vote: DFT is There!

Joe Biden on the campaign trail at Renaissance HS in July

Elissa Slotkin at Greater Grace Baptist Church with her colleague, Rep. Lauren Underwood, of Illinois

https://underwood.house.gov/


Campaigns and Get Out the Vote: DFT is There!

City of Detroit Get Out the Vote Block Party in July on West Grand Blvd.

DFT Members with Elected Officials



Campaigns and Get Out the Vote: DFT is There!

All in for Kamala Harris!



Campaigns and Get Out the Vote: DFT is There!



Campaigns and Get Out the Vote: DFT is There!
If you watched Scandal, then you know these folks who came to Detroit to canvass for Harris/Walz. Our DFT Gladiators were 
there to work alongside Kerry Washington and others.



Project 2025 
Project 2025 is a federal policy agenda and blueprint for a radical 
restructuring of the executive branch authored and published by former 
Trump administration officials in partnership with The Heritage Foundation, a 
ƭƻƴƎǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘŀƴƪΦ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ нлнрΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
άaŀƴŘŀǘŜ CƻǊ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΣέ ƛǎ ŀ флл-page manual for reorganizing the entire 
federal government agency by agency to serve a conservative agenda.

Project 2025 calls for hundreds of individual policy changes that will impact 
our constitutional freedoms, and every aspect of our lives. Among them are:

Å GUTTING ABORTION ACCESS
Å MASS DEPORTATIONS
Å ABUSING WARRANTLESS SURVEILLANCE
Å UNLEASHING UNDUE FORCE ON PROTESTORS
Å SEVERELY LIMITING VOTING ACCESS
Å CENSORING CRITICAL DISCUSSIONS IN CLASSROOMS
Å ROLLING BACK TRANS RIGHTS

A number of recommendations rely on support from the executive branch 
and from Congress. Many other initiatives are outright unconstitutional.

For more info, watch this short 1:24 video: ACLU Explains Project 2025 

INFORMATION COURTESY OF ACLU.ORG

The Project 2025 SongThis video runs about 4 minutes long.

The Project 2025 Song
This video runs about 4 minutes long.

https://youtu.be/kgqk2006vsI
https://www.aclu.org/project-2025-explained
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CvQhTbCY4xc


This Bears Repeating: Their Vision for Public Education 

Click here to access 
the Mandate for 
Leadership Playbook

Education Chapter 
starts on page 351.

The first line from the playbook for Chapter 11 Department of Education:
Federal education policy should be limited and, ultimately, the federal Department of Education should be 
eliminated. 

Massive Changes to Federal Funding and Creating School Vouchers
Minimizing federal intervention in education includes supporting the introduction of federal legislation to (1) give states more 
budget authority over federal education funding with fewer strings, (2) reduce federal intervention in early childhood education by 
ǊŜŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ IŜŀŘ {ǘŀǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ όоύ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΩ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƘƻƳŜǎŎƘƻƻƭƛƴƎ ōȅ ǊŜŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ рнф ǎŀǾƛƴƎǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ǘƻ 
include homeschooling expenses and by expanding and making permanent the D.C. Opportunity Scholarship Program. 

Non-Educators Will Design Policy for Us
Additionally, we will create a coalition of scholars, Members of Congress, and conservative movement allies to build momentum 
ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƘŀǎŜƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ōǳǊŜŀǳŎǊŀŎȅΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

Student Loan Forgiveness Will Be Eliminated
We will also encourage the House to pass an appropriations amendment to bar the President from issuing any further student 
loan forgiveness. Halting federal student loan forgiveness is a necessary step to take in conjunction with efforts to get the federal 
government out of the student loan business altogether. The federal student loan program has had a massive inflationary effect on 
the cost of college, has left taxpayers exposed to $1.7 trillion in outstanding student loan debt, has failed to improve college access 
for lower-income Americans, and has forced taxpayers to finance the leftist agendas of universities across the country. 

DFT Treasurer goes to Congress to speak about 

Project 2025: Rodney Fresh in Washington, D.C. 

and you can hear his testimony @ 1:33:00: 

Fresh Testimony to House Steering & Policy 

Hearing or read his testimony: Fresh Transcript

https://static.project2025.org/2025_MandateForLeadership_FULL.pdf
https://static.project2025.org/2025_MandateForLeadership_FULL.pdf
https://static.project2025.org/2025_MandateForLeadership_FULL.pdf
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DATymh-vnV_/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZ4B-wIr6VI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZ4B-wIr6VI
https://aftvoices.org/project-2025-would-hurt-my-students-ce0e50dc6c58


Datesandtimesaresubjectto change.

DFTeventsareonwebsite@https://dft231.mi.aft.org/events.

DPSCDinformationcanbe found@ https://www.detroitk12.org/

CALENDAR

October November December
1 Midway through Q1 
2 Fall Count Day
3 Executive Board 4:30 p.m.
8 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m.
9 PTC High School
9 SSW Chapter Meeting 5:00 p.m.
10 DFT General Membership 4:30 p.m.
15 DFT Retirees Chapter 11:30 a.m.
15 Building Rep PD 4:30 p.m.
16 PTC 
17 Middle School Chapter 5:00 p.m.
17 ESE Chapter 5:30 p.m.
21 Academic Interventionists 6:00 p.m.
24 Early Childhood 5:30 p.m.
28 Quarter 1 ends
29 Quarter 2 begins

4 Report Cards
5 Election Day, district wide PD for staff, no 
school for students
7  Executive Board 4:30 p.m.
12 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m.
13 SSW Chapter Meeting 5:00 p.m.
14 DFT General Membership 4:30 p.m.
15 DFT Retirees Chapter 11:30 a.m.
18 Academic Interventionists 6:00 p.m.
19 Building Rep PD 4:30 p.m.
21 Middle School Chapter 5:00 p.m.
21 ESE Chapter 5:30 p.m.
27- 29 No School Thanksgiving Break

2 Midway through Q2
4 Executive Board 4:30 p.m.
10 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m.
11 SSW Chapter 5:00 p.m.
12 DFT General Membership 4:30 p.m.
16 Academic Interventionists 6:00 p.m.
19 Middle School Chapter 5:00 p.m.
19 ESE Chapter Meeting 5:30 p.m.
23- 31 No School Winter Break

https://dft231.mi.aft.org/events
https://www.detroitk12.org/


September                    Montessori @ Edmonson

Jeanette Guinyard believes åwith my heart and soul that the union is the 

backbone of Public Education. Having the support of a group of people 

that work tirelessly on my behalf gives me peace. I do know within an 

organization we will have some differences; however, our union listens, and 

they work hard. I know collective bargaining strengthens the economy, 

helps our families get ahead, which lessens racial and socioeconomic 

inequalityæ.

Jeanette has been with the district for ten years; teaching is her second 

career. She teaches Montessori at the lower elementary grade bandä1, 2, 

and 3. She has been at Edmonson since 2019 and during this time went 

through Montessori trainingand became Montessori CertifiedJuly 2022. 

When you ask her why she went through the certification process she says 

she wants her students to see more than just their neighborhood.å

Sheès also a football fan and uses this analogy: I see myself as the 

quarterback (the teacher) and the union is the offensive line (my 

teammates) that protects me from the outside world that is trying to hold 

us back and prevent us from the benefits we rightfully deserve.

Thank you, Jeanette, for your commitment and solidarity to the DFT!



DFT Attends AFT National Convention 2024 in Houston 

For details of all the resolutions that were passed 
by the delegates, scroll to the bottom of this 
page: https://www.aft.org/convention

Standing: Andrea Raiford, DeVette Brown, Tracie Diggins, Dwan McGrady, Tameka 
Merchant, Crystal Lee, Kimberly Mitchell, Regina Fuqua, Jeff Wasilewski, Everett 
Whitfield, Cassandra Brown, Dash Sadiku, Marcus Walton, Julia Hunko, Mark Duffy, 
Yolanda King, Lisa Card
Seated: Elena Brantley-Phillips, Robin Jennings, Jason Posey, Vida Bonacci, Lakia Wilson-
Lumpkins, Glenda Booker, Rodney Fresh

Program Download Here

https://www.aft.org/convention
https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/2024/AFT%20CONV24%20Program%20WEB.pdf


The opening session featured two members of Congress from Texas to welcome delegates. Sylvia R. Garcia, from 
the 29th, and Corey Allred, from the 32nd. Representative Allred is challenging US Senator, Ted Cruz, for his seat.  
United Farm Workers co-founder, 94-year-old Dolores Huerta, also spoke to delegates.  President Randi 
Weingarten delivered her keynote address.

Click here AFT Convention Day 1
Å Sylvia Garcia 38:18
Å Corey Allred 48:52
Å Dolores Huerta 1:19:00
Å Randi Weingarten 1:53:00

On Day 1 a special order of business was presented: the endorsement of Kamala Harris as the Democratic nominee for 
President of the United States. The DFT stood with its Union siblings in unanimously ratifying the resolution supporting the Vice 
President.

The full text of the keynote:
 Weingarten Keynote Address for 2024 AFT Convention

Weingarten Keynote Speech Highlights

Day 1

https://www.youtube.com/live/xux0jNAHqEI?si=AbuthkGKVOURmaUA
https://www.aft.org/press/speeches/road-ahead-fighting-progress-freedom-and-democracy
https://youtu.be/5qQCq86PECg?si=110JDvDtUZnG1EEs


Day 2 started with a panel of scholars: African American studies professor and bestselling authorDr. Eddie 
Glaude Jr., history professor andDissentmagazine emeritus co-editor Michael Kazin, and veteran labor 
journalist and Century Foundation senior fellowSteven Greenhouse. The morning ended with speakers 
advocating against regressive policies in our country. In the afternoon, there was a fireside chat with the 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau Director, Rohit Chopra, as well as hearing about the successes organizers 
and locals have had in AFT.

A group of people sitting in a room

Description automatically generated

Day 2

https://aas.princeton.edu/people/eddie-s-glaude-jr
https://gufaculty360.georgetown.edu/s/contact/00336000014RfPKAA0/michael-kazin
https://tcf.org/experts/steven-greenhouse/
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/
https://youtu.be/CQsXqWNGxdA


Day 3 started with an address by National UAW President, Shawn Fain. Following his speech, healthcare 
workers spoke about their Code Red campaign, then a tribute was delivered for Congresswoman, Sheila 
Jackson Lee, followed by speeches from John Mannion, AFT member, who is running for a Congressional seat in 
New York and another AFT member, Mayor Brandon Johnson, from Chicago.

AFT 2024 Convention Day 3 with Shawn Fain

Day 3

https://youtu.be/Nd6YFZSeDPQ?si=0_AchDU-dUk28Ett


Day 4

Day 4 was all about cheering for Kamala Harris, as she thanked the AFT for being the first union to endorse her 
candidacy for President. Click here to listen to Kamala Harris.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jkjgfXSZLy0


AFT Michigan Sponsored Breakfast Houston Fun



DFT Delegates Evening

D


