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From the Pen
of the Organizing
Fellow

(

Yolanda King

This message emphasizes the critical role of having a complete and active School
Union Committeey consisting of a Building Representative, an Alternate, and at least
three Union Committee Membergy at every school site. Why is this is so important?

MRepresentation & Enforcement : The DFT relies on building reps to enforce the
collective bargaining agreement. Without them, rights and protections secured
through the union may not be upheld effectively at the worksite level.
ACommunication Bridge : Building reps and committee members are the direct link
between union leadership and members, ensuring timely and accurate
communication about policies, support, and changes.

ASupport & Advocacy: They support members through conflicts, hearings, and
administrative challenges, ensuring due process and fairness.

AJnion Strength & Unity: A complete and active committee builds union power
within the workplace, creating solidarity and proactively solving issues before they
escalate.

A ocal Knowledge: Site-based reps understand the unique culture and challenges of
their schooly making them essential problemsolvers and advocates.

If your school doesn't have a full committee, now is the time to get involved or help
organize for the upcoming May elections. The goal is to have a School Union
Committee in place at every work location for next year. Reach out to the Organizing
Fellows if you have questions.

Together, we are stronger.



From the Pen of the
Political Action
Committee Chairs

Marcus Walton
and Robin Jennings
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The most powerful positive is the recorebreaking speech New Jersey Senator, Cory Booker, delivered on
the Senate flooy =P W6 Yea | + We U1 WNWd RU2 qJt WOWe W qYYT WnY! LWaéb
take a meal break while taking questions from his fellow Senators. He prepared for the long speech by
fasting and curbing his water intake. He did not focus on one issue; he spoke about the dismantling of the
Department of Education, proposed Republican cuts to Social Security and Medicare to mass firings of
federal workers to immigration enforcement policies, among many other issues. When you fight back and
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follow, as educators and union members, so that our parents and community know what we believe in.
The voters of Wisconsin were not swayed by the estimated $25 million which poured in from Elon Musk
and his affiliated groups and elected a Democratic candidate for the State Supreme Court. This race was
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ground in the midterm elections. However, this race became the most expensive judicial race in history.

In Florida, the GOP margin in their special elections was not as high as was hoped for. This has caused
some anxiety with Republicans about the midterm Congressional seats.

Over in Louisiana voters rejected all 4 state Constitutional amendments pushed by the Republican
governor. Nearlytweq 6 R1 T + WY nW2 YqJl + W ¢RT Wb YWYUOUW ddwwe U7 L
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prisons for longer sentences, and adjusting the rules for special elections.

A positive sign is that turnout in the special elections in Wisconsin, Florida, and Louisiana was higher
than predicted. We want this trend to continue as we know that approximately 36% of Americans did not
vote in the 2024 presidential election. This meant roughly 89 million Americans eligible to vote did not,
which is greater than the number of people who voted for either Trump 77,302,508 or Harris 75,017,613.
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showed up at these rallies across metro Detroit. State and federal lawmakers from around the country
spoke to the attendees. Here is a TikTok that features rallies from the 50 statésands Off All 50 States

Stay Informed!


https://www.tiktok.com/@stormy.by.nature/video/7489974725708434718?_r=1&_t=ZT-8vJ2wkeVvb8

MICHIGAN
EDUCATION JUSTICE
COALITION (MEJC)
ADVOCACY DAY

f? Lansing, mi
» Tuesday, April 29, 9am-4pm
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Read off a brief message (written below) showing solidarity with us and echoir
our asks!

d couldn't make it to Lansing with the Michigan Education Justice Coalition, bt
calling to say | stand by their asks. Can | count on you to prioritize funding incr
for special education, mental health, and the Opportunity Fund (also known as
31a)? We are also urging you to pass an education budget by June 30. Our ct
and their education MUST be prioritized if we want Michigan to have a vibrant
F dzii dzNB P¢

We want to make it clear tRep. Ann Bollin, Rep. Carol Glanville, and Rep. Tim
Kellythat constituents acrosMichigan are demanding investments in student
mental health, special education, and equity for those who need it tWistalso
need them to pass an education budget by June 30th and not play political gau
at the expense of our kids.

Can you call these legislators to elevate our budget asks and show strength in
numbers for public schools to our elected officials?

x Rep. Ann Bollin @ 513737515
x Rep. Carol Glanville @ 58730476
X Rep. TimKelly @ 533731778


https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm3-E-kCH4HPN3D7tQLBEb3I_-OaSUkp7Ex-Xg_eBsWdGyJF_8VUE400ELAEBYm_olITOcKN1l8TzX61lwiOv2geEPGRx17bGbUHjhiohfnVvj4U6-Nvyfc0MA8EWneIKqNriREFZPAbNcilGO3JBNMFeQMQnKUnR8eS-9rx3aa9im2ps7JBB_oTsDho1bQ0RhH3AMzP-Jn495NPtev3iKWNmNa1U9IRdLWK2f9gXcp3OG8RKqXwcF9nZ9WfSNWyYXiB6Dae8SkXnzhyj4uaSU_qbIW1ZYri16mzEEKzqn9IDnA/4g2/_Ak3-J14QVOW8NAihuEgmA/h1/h001.sRm9EDuAPKAIdzD58RtY7QlP-UEYxBG04UqyNHdo_lI
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President Lakia WilsonLumpkins speaks
about the proposed School Aid Bill to
education advocates. Standing on her right is
State Senator Darrin Camilleri and to her left is

State Senator Danya Polehanki. Both State
Senators are teachers.

DFT joins other PKL2 advocates from AFT Michigan.
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Join the national day of action.

There were 55 planned protests in Michigan, which
were part of the 1,400 events held in all 50 states,
Canada, Mexico, and 6 European nations. The
protests in Michigan were north to south, east to
west, in large cities and small towns. The largest
rallies were in Detroit, Grand Rapids, and Lansing.

MASS MOBILIZATION
SATURDAY, APRIS

MEBICAID » MEBICARE  SBCIAL SECURITY - DUR JOBS
* DUR WALLETS « OUR BODIES » FAIR ELECTIONS -
PERSONAL JATA » PUBLIC LANDS » YETERAN
SBERVICES - CANCER RESEARCH « NATO « CONSUMER
PROTECTIONS » CLEAN AIR « CLEAN ENERGY
SCHODLS * LIBRARIES » FREE SPEECH  CLEAN ENERGY
* LEBTQ+ RIGHTS » IMMIGRANTS * COURYS « MDRE



Hands Off! -- Detroit




Hands Off! -- Detroit
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Hands Off! -- Canton

State Representatives Matt Koleszar, Ranjeev Puri,
and Reggie Miller
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Speakers were Congresswoman Rashida Tlaib (left)
and State Representative Erin Byrnes (right)
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OFF!

OUR RIGHTS
OUR SCHOOLS
JUR UNIONS
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KIDS

Palmer Park



JETROIT MAYORAL
CANDIDATE FORUM

TUESDAY
APRIL 29

IBEW LOCAL 58 1358 ABBOTT ST. DETROIT, MI

Families across Detroit are facing higher costs, stagnant wages, and an
economy that's rigged against those of us who just want a decent wage to
take care of our families, educate our children and retire with decency. 99%
of Americans are under attack and not just at the federal level. We believe
taxpayer-funded investments should make all residents’ lives better — not
just those of the wealthy few

AFLWCIO

DFT Members Attend the Mayoral Candidate Forum

Click here for a Facebook video of the Detroit Mayoral
Candidate Forum featuring 5 candidates, from left to right:
James Craig SaunteelJenkins, Solomon Kinloch, Todd
Perkins, and Mary Sheffield.



https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1AfEyi7tWy/
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1G88hybMe7/
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1G88hybMe7/

May

1 Executive Board 4:30 p.m.

8 DFT General Membership 4:30 p.m.
12 Progress Reports

13 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m.
14 SSW Chapter 5:00 p.m.

15 Middle School Chapter 5:00 p.m.
15 ESE Chapter 5:30 p.m.

19 Academic Interventionists 6:00 p.m.

20 DFT Retirees Chapter 11:30 a.m.
22 Early Childhood Chapter, 5:30 p.m.
26 Memorial Day, district closed

29 Executive Board 4:30 p.m.

June

5 Executive Board 4:30 p.m.
10 Last Day for Students

10 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m.

11 Professional Development

12 Teacher Records Day

23 Summer School begins

24 Last day for payroll deducted
union dues for 24-25 school year

Datesandtimesare subjectto change.

July and August

July
8 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m.
25 Summer School ends

August

12 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m.
18 Staff reports for 25-26 year

25 Students report

29 No school, Labor Day Weekend

DFTeventsare onwebsite @ https://dft231.mi.aft.org/events

DPSCihformationcanbe found@ https://www.detroitk12.orqg/



https://dft231.mi.aft.org/events
https://www.detroitk12.org/
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Work LocationRepresenteat the April 2025GeneralMembershipMeeting

Academy of Americas
Adult Education
Bennett
Bethune
Brenda Scott
Bunche
Burns
Carleton
Carstens
Carver
Central HS
Chrysler

Charles Wright

Clippert

CMA

Cooke

Davis Aerospace
Davison
Denby

DFT Office
DFT Retirees
Drew

Duke Ellington
Durfee

X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Earhart

EIDC

East English Village
Edison
Gardner
Golightly EC
Hutchinson
Jerry L. Wright
John R. King
Keidan

Mann

Marcus Garvey
Marquette

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Moses Field
Munger
Noble
Northwestern
Priest

Ronald Brown
Schulze
Southeastern
Speech & Hearing
SLP

Thirkell
Turning Point
Wayne
Western



Jodi Willard

Burns Elementary

Jodi Willard admits that she was hesitant and nervous to participate in the virtual
teachin held by the DFT for the March 4 Education. She doesn't necessarily like
put herself out there for all to see and certainly didn't consider herself an expert.
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has been a feeling of helplessness in the face of the first 100 days of the Trump
administration. It's easy to feel powerless. So, the virtual tedackas a moment to
step up, even if it was uncomfortable. If | was unable to overcome my discomfort
about speaking as a representative for teachers during this "unprecedented"
moment, then when would | speak? I've realized, the time is now, regardless of
whether it is comfortable.The experience overall was empowering for me person:
but also left all participants with a sense that we are together, that there are man
dza > FyR GKIFG avylrtt | OdAz2zya KI @S YSIy

It is important for her to be a union member because she believes there is streng
solidarity and strength in numbers, that standing together to represent our own
interests will result in a better working environment, which results in a better
learning environment for students. One of the biggest ways that Union Members|
has impacted Jodi and her colleagues is through the negotiation of a favorable
contract for members.It may not be possible to make everyone perfectly happy, b
she feels like the strides made for all parties in pay has been huge for her persor
and for the district's ability to attract and retain teachers and other staff. A buildin
staffed with fairlypaid people is a building that runs more smoothly.



Congratulations to the following
members as they took the Oath of Office
at the April General Membership
meeting. They were sworn in by
President Lakia WilsorLumpkins.
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Left to right: Jacqueline Robinson, Election
Committee; Taneshe Vernon, Election
Committee; Tracie Diggins, Executive Board,
Tamika Merchant, Election Committee; Crystal
White, Election Committee



Ten students will win $50,000 and 40 students will win $10,000 cash in a Michigan Education Savings
Prog)gm account. That As money that can be used for tuitdi
training program, as well as room and board, living expenses and more!

Just three steps to enter!
1.Create StudentAid.gov accounts (both student and parent)

2.Fill out the EFAESA form together (It takes most families 30 minutes or less to complete)
3.Text CASH to 855-50K-TICKET (855-505-8425)

Already completed the FAFSA?
YouAre still edASHjto 853-50K-TICKETS(855-508-8425) to enter.

FOR ALL DETAILS: https://tickettotuition.com/



https://www.misaves.com/
https://www.misaves.com/
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://tickettotuition.com/

