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From the Pen 
of the 

President 
Emeritus

Keith R. Johnson

Message to Union Members:  Protect What You Inherited

For nearly 100 years organized labor has worked to improve and ensure working conditions for the 

American workforce. It is hard to imagine there was once a time when there was no limit to how many 

hours an employee could be required or allowed to work.  When there was no health, dental, or optical 

insurance.

For those of us in education, the labor movement led by the likes of AFT presidents Al Shanker and 

Sandra Feldman, DFT presidents Mary Ellen Riordan and John Elliott fought and won collective 

bargaining rights, duty-free lunch periods, preparation periods, quality health insurance, pensions, 

class size limits, rights to just cause and due process for discipline, sick leave, and retirement options. 

There was once a time when a female teacher would have to resign if she became pregnant. These 

battles and achievements were fought for and won so that the generations who followed them would 

not have to fight for them.

What many of our current Union members take for granted is that these rights and benefits will always 

be there because theyôve not ever known different, these rights and benefits have always been 

there.  Nothing could be further from the truth. The current climate and attitude towards our profession 

could put the gains of the past in jeopardy if current members aren't willing to saddle up, lock and load, 

and prepare to fight not only to protect, but improve upon the achievements of the past.  The only way 

to protect our labor heritage and inheritance is through membership engagement.  We must organize, 

mobilize, and yes, sacrifice our rights and our profession. Al, Sandra, Mary Ellen, John, and all our 

predecessors are depending upon our current leaders and members to protect what they led the way 

to achieve.

The strength of the labor movement begins, or could end, with YOU!



From the Pen of the 
Political Action 

Committee Chairs

Marcus Walton
and Robin Jennings

We were a part of the group of educators who traveled to Lansing for the Michigan 
Education Justice Coalition Advocacy Day. The timing was not great as 
Republicans lawmakers were not in their offices on that day.  Instead, they took the 
day off to travel for a rally in Macomb County to support President Trump who was 
in Michigan that evening for a celebration of his 100 days In office. However, we did 
meet with Lt. Governor Garlin Gilchrist to advocate for what  we want. It was a busy 
day for us as upon our return to Detroit we headed to the Detroit Mayoral 
Candidate Forum, held by Metro Detroit AFL-CIO (refer to the April edition of The 
Detroit Teacher for information). 

However, our political participation is not done. This summer there are municipal 
ƓƖŔůċƖŔĲƚШĤĲŔŰŊШőĲũĬШċĦƖŸƚƚШƣőĲШƚƣċƣĲЮШfƣќƚШŢƨƚƣШċƚШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰƣШƣŸШƻŸƣĲШŔŰШƣőĲƚĲШ
elections as it is state and federal. Why? All politics are local. The candidates who 
run for city council, school boards, mayors, etc. often have their eyes set on state 
and federal seats. These people are the decision makers for what affects your 
livelihood. The local candidates come knocking on doors. Take the opportunity to 
speak to them. Advocate for public schools, advocate for social justice, advocate 
for civil rights. It is our job to inform these candidates on our beliefs as those 
ƚĲĲťŔŰŊШŸŉŉŔĦĲШĬŸŰќƣШƖĲċũũǃШťŰŸƽШċĤŸƨƣШƽőċƣШƽĲШŰĲĲĬШŔŰШŸƨƖШƚĦőŸŸũƚЮШìĲШőċƻĲШċШ
responsibility to educate the folks who are seeking our vote. Ask them if they 
support traditional public schools and then ask them why. 

If you have a primary in your precinct this summer, vote! Stay engaged!

 



2025 important dates

Special local primary elections will be held in some locations on Aug. 5

Optional early voting period up to Aug.3

New voter registrations are required in person for August election July 22 ς Aug. 5

Last day to register to vote by mail or online July 21

Absentee voter ballots available for voters June 26

Click here for Michigan Secretary of State Elections & Voters Info

 

https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections/voting/voters
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DFT Members meeting up at Clark Park in 

Detroit are Jodi Willard, Frank Donner, 

Jason Posey, Patti McCoin



US Congresswoman, Rashida Tlaib







Waterford Township                                              Dearborn                                           Ferndal e                                  

Marcus Walton



Datesandtimesaresubjectto change.

DFTeventsareonwebsite@https://dft231.mi.aft.org/events.

DPSCDinformationcanbe found@ https://www.detroitk12.org/

CALENDAR

June July and August September

23 Summer School begins
24 Last day for payroll deducted union dues 
for 24-25 school year

July 
8 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m.
25 Summer School ends

August
12 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m.
18 Staff reports for 25-26 year
25 Students report
29 No school, Labor Day Weekend

1 No School, Labor Day
4 Executive Board 4:30 p.m. 
9 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m.
11 DFT General Membership Mtg 4:30 p.m.
29 Professional Development

https://dft231.mi.aft.org/events
https://www.detroitk12.org/


×Academy of Americas

×Acad. of Americas HS

×Bennett

×Brenda Scott

×Bunche

×Burns

×Burton

×Carver

×Cass Tech

×Central HS

×Charles Wright

×Clemente

WorkLocationsRepresented at the May 2025 GeneralMembershipMeeting

×Clippert

×Cody

×Coleman Young
×CMA
×Cooke
×Davis Aerospace
×Davison
×Denby

×DFT Office
× DIA
×Detroit Lions
×DSA
×Drew
×Duke Ellington
×Durfee
×EIDC

×East English Village
×Edmonson
×FLICS
×Gardner
×Golightly EC
×Hamilton
×Henderson
×Hutchinson
×Jerry L. Wright
× Keidan
× Mackenzie
×Mann
×MLK HS
×Marquette
×Moses Field
×Mumford

×Munger
×Noble
×Northwestern
×Pasteur
×Priest
×Ronald Brown
×Schulze
×Southeastern
×Spain
×Speech & Hearing
×SLP
×Thirkell
×Turning Point
×Virtual School
×Wayne
×Western



Staff Appreciation Week Winners  at DFT May General Membership Meeting







×Academy of Americas

×Bennett

×Brenda Scott

×Burns

×Cass

×Central HS

×Charles Wright

×Clippert
×CMA
×Cooke

×DFT Office
×DFT Retirees

WorkLocationsRepresented at the June 2025 GeneralMembershipMeeting

×DIA
×Detroit Lions
×DSA
×Drew
×Durfee
×EIDC
×Edison
×Edmonson
×FLICS
×Gardner
×Golightly CTC
×Golightly EC

×Hamilton
×Hutchinson
×Jerry L. Wright
×Marcus Garvey
×Marquette
×Moses Field
×Munger
×Noble
×Northwestern
×Palmer Park
×PRMXA
×Pasteur

×Pershing
×Priest
×Randolph CTC
×Renaissance
×Ronald Brown
×Sampson -Webber
×Schulze
×Southeastern
×Thirkell
×Turning Point
×Virtual 
×Wayne
×Western



Work Locations 100 % Attendance at General Membership Meetings 2024-2025

ü Academy of Americas
ü Burns
ü Central HS
ü Charles Wright
ü CMA HS
ü Cooke
ü Drew
ü Durfee
ü EIDC
ü Gardner
ü Hutchinson
ü Jerry L. Wright

ü Moses Field
ü Munger
ü Noble
ü Northwestern
ü Priest
ü Schulze
ü Southeastern
ü Thirkell
üWestern



Work Locations 100% Attendance at Building Representative Trainings 2024-2025

Burns EM
Bunche Preparatory Academy
Cooke STEM Academy
Priest EM
Southeastern HS
Western International HS



Ted Sachs-DFT attorney


