Mario Cilento Terrence L. Melvin
President Secretary-Treasurer

October 24, 2025

Cathy Engelbert

Commissioner

Women'’s National Basketball Association
645 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10022

Dear Commissioner Engelbert,

On behalf of the 2.5 million members and 3,000 local unions of the New York State AFL-CIO, we write to
express our solidarity with the Women’s National Basketball Players Association (WNBPA) as they
bargain with the League for a fair contract.

Here in New York, our strong union movement is a testament to the power and leverage of workers who
stand together. With thousands of unions representing millions of workers across the public sector,
private sector and building trades, the percentage of union membership in our state is nearly double the
national average.

New Yorkers, including our members, take pride in the New York Liberty and the contributions of the
players to our community. In 2025, average regular season attendance at Liberty games more than
doubled compared to 2023. As fans patronize the nearby hotels, restaurants and local businesses,
working people are feeling the ripple effect in the form of economic opportunity.

As you already know, New Yorkers are not the only ones feeling motivated to spend their hard-earned
dollars on the WNBA. The league has enjoyed record growth recently, including a $2.2 billion television
deal, increased merchandise sales, and historic increases in attendance and franchise value.

The players, who are directly responsible for all of this growth, do not receive a single share of revenue
under their current collective bargaining agreement. Here in New York we find the resistance to share
profits with the players deeply concerning; particularly as other professional athletes, such as those in
the National Basketball Association (receiving 49-51%), National Football League (receiving at least
48.8%), and the National Hockey League (receiving 50%), share in the revenue from numerous avenues
including tickets, merchandise sales, sponsorships, and television deals.

We are also concerned to hear that the WNBA kept the WNBPA waiting for months for a reply to their
initial proposal. This delayed response is disappointing, and it poses a risk to the good faith nature of the
ongoing negotiations.
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Our WNBPA family is not alone in this fight. We will stand with them for as long as it takes to reach an
agreement that reflects their contributions to the WNBA.

We respectfully urge the WNBA to negotiate in good faith to ensure a fair and equitable contract that
benefits both the players and the league. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Gary LaBarbBera
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cc: Adam Silver, Commissioner of the NBA



