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Introducing DFT Staff
Members:
Quanita Cunningham
and Jacqueline
Washington

Greetings from the two of us. We are pleased to be on board with the DFT as part of its historic
merger with the Detroit Federation of Paraprofessionals. We just want to take a minute to
introduce ourselves to our Union siblings.

Quanita Cunningham (left side) is the Organizing Fellow for paras, noon hour aides, food service
workers, and school culture facilitators. She is in the schools, city-wide, recruiting for
membership. Jacqueline Washington (right side) is the labor affairs administrator for paras, noon
hour aides, food service workers, and school culture facilitators. If you need assistance thatis
beyond the scope of the building representative at your work location, contact her.

Quanita Cunningham : | started my career with DPS as a special education assistant at Webster
Elementary. Then | moved to a bigger playground called GSRP, PreK, where | became a
paraeducator. | stayed in this position until | came to a “much more bigger” playground called the
DFT. Over my career | have worked at Earhart, Ronald Brown Academy, and Marcus Garvey.

Jacqueline Washington: My career at DPS lasted 35 years, being at Clippert Middle School for 33 of
those years. | was at Jeffries Elementary for the first couple of years before it closed. | started off as
a noon hour aide, moved over to being a paraeducator, and retired as a School Culture Facilitator.

**Side Note: She was featured in Time Magazine for her dedication in assisting families during the
pandemic:

They have been out in schools across the district, so be sure to stop and say hello. It’s exciting for
Local 231 and former Local 2350 to be a part of this new direction for the Mighty DFT!


https://time.com/magazine/us/6094536/september-13th-2021-vol-198-no-9-u-s/

Invest in Ml Kids Ballot Initiative

The goal is to get 700,000 signatures on petitions by February 2026. WE CAN DO IT!
https://investinmikids.org/

We are encouraging all of our members, who are registered
voters in the state of Michigan, to sign the petition.

S

—— Petitions are available at DFT General Membership meetings

. . and at the DFT Office. Also, many building representatives
InVCSt 11 MI KldS have picked up petitions so check with that person.
Curious about how to get plugged into the ballot

initiative that would create $1 billion per year for

. This 10-minute training video will teach you everything you
Michigan's public schools? Check out the link

below to find an event near you! need to know about collecting and submitting signatures to
b" e : help bring our campaign to the ballot. Watch this so we can
S ensure that every signature we have counts.

https://investinmikids.org/volunteer-hub.



https://investinmikids.org/

STATE OF MICHIGAN

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
LANSING SUE CARNELL, Ph.D.

INTERIK STATE BUPERNTEMDERT

Resolution to Support and Endorse the Invest in MI Kids Proposal

WHEREAS, the Michigan State Board of Education acknowledges that
Michigan's public schools are the cornerstone of our communities and the
foundation of our children’s future; and,

WHEREAS, the Michigan State Board of Education believes strong public
schools attract families, boost property values, and strengthen the workforce—
benefiting everyone; and,

WHEREAS, Michigan's public schools are underfunded by $4.5 billien, and more
than 3/4 of all Michigan public school students attend schoals in districts that
are over $2000 per pupil below adequacy?; and,

WHEREAS, funding for Michigan's School Aid Fund has significantly decreased
over the last two decades, and between 2015 and 2022, seven studies found
Michigan does not provide enocugh money for the state’s public schools?; and,

WHEREAS, in the 2021-2022 school year, Michigan offered the lowest starting
teacher salary in the Great Lakes region?; and,

What Will kR Take to Achéewe Funding Adequacy for Al Michigan's Students, Education Law Cember
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WHEREAS, the top 1% earners in Michigan pay a lower effective tax rate than
everyday people pay (5.7% for the top 1% vs 7.1-9.7% for the bottom 80%)4;
and

WH'EIIEAS, the lifetime earnings of Michigan's current K-12 students could
increase by $27 billion if their educational achiewvement matched the national
average®; and,

WHEREAS, A 10 percent increase in per-pupil spending improved low-income
students’ graduation rates by seven percentage points, and their adult hourly
wages by 13 percent®;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Michigan State Board of Education
hereby endorses the Invest in MI Kids proposed amendment to the Michigan
Constitution to impose a 5% fair share surcharge on annual taxable income
over 51 million for joint filers and over $500,000 for single filers, to raise funds
for career and technical education, reducing class size and attracting and
retaining educators in public schools across the State and is subject to an annual
audit.

Resolution passed on October 14, 2025, by a vote of 5 - 2.

4 Michigan: Who Pays? Tth Edition. Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy.
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BALLOT INITIATIVE

to raise new funds for local school districts

> REDUCE CLASS SIZES

> EXPAND CAREER &
TECHNICALEDUCATION

2 RECRUITAND RETAINHIGH
QUALITYEDUCATORS
RESEARCH SHOWS THAT OUR SCHOOLS

ARE CHRONICALLY UNDERFUNDED
"It would cost $4.5 billion to bring districts to funding

BUT MICHIGANDERS
CAN FIXTHIS! @ @

Michigan currently has regressive tax laws,
where the highest eamers pay a lower

effective tax rate than everyone else.

Faei dor with meguleted fusds by frveet in MI Kich - PO Bas 11022, Lansing, M $8901.1022

THE PLAN:

Investin Ml Kids will fund our schools
with a 5% *fair share surcharge®
on annual individual income over
$500,000 for single filers, or over
$1 million for joint filers. This will
raise about $1 billion each year for
Michigan's public schools.

STEP Identify & train
1 7,000 signature
gatherers

STEP Together, collect
700,000 signatures
over 180 days

STEP 2.8 million people
vote YES in
November 2026

WHYAFAIR SHARE
SURCHARGE?
Total Taxes

B e

-
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A fair share surcharge creates
more balanced tax laws and
funds our future!

INVEST \®;
IN

MI KIDS
FAQS

Q:HOW WOULD AFAIR SHARE :
SURCHARGE WORK IN PRACTICE?
) Mary is a single woman who makes

$600,000/yr.

Fair share surcharge:

($600,000-$500,000) x 5% = $5,000
’ Emma and Liam are a married couple

who make $1,200,000/yr. :

Fair share surcharge:
($1,200,000-51,000,000) x 5% =

THIS RAISES THEIR TAXES
BY LESSTHAN 1%

Q:DOESN'T THE LOTTERY
ALREADY FUND SCHOOLS?

The lottery is an important contributor 1o
public schools in Michigan, but probably
makes up less of the total than you think. In
FY2023, the lottery made up 6.2% of the
School Aid Fund.

> REDUCE CLASS SIZES

> EXPAND CAREER &
TECHNICALEDUCATION

> RECRUITAND RETAIN HIGH
QUALITYEDUCATORS

ASTATEWIDE
BALLOT INITIATIVE

to raise new funds for local school districts

95O
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Q:HOWDOES THIS COMPARE
TO OTHER STATES?

Because each state relies on a different max
of types of taxes (sales, property, income,
etc.), it doesn’t make sense to compare this
surcharge to any particular tax in another
state. Instead, we should ook at all state and
local taxes together.

Michigan currently has the 34th lowest

average effective tax rate in the country,
lower than all neighboring Great Lakes states.

ISTHISATAX ONSMALL
BUSINESSES?

No, The “fair share surcharge” is levied
only on individuals whose annual taxable
income exceeds $500,000 for single filers
or $1,000,000 for joint filers. The fair share
surcharge is not a tax on businesses. There
are some business owners, corporate
executives, and others whose individual
taxable income is high enough to trigger
the fair share surcharge - about 2% of all 1ax
filers in Michigan. The 5% surcharge is only
levied on their income above and beyond
$500,000/$1,000,000.

Q' WON'T HIGH INCOME
INDIVIDUALS LEAVE?

New research shows that the number of
wealthy individuals has actually GROWN
in states after increasing taxes on high
eamers. On average, state tax levels have
minimal impact on decisions to move into or
out of states.

LEARN MORE AT WWW.INVESTINMIKIDS.ORG »

Pald for with meguistwd funds by frseet in M Kics PO Bax 11022, Lamsing, M 389011022
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https://windsornewstoday.ca/windsor/news/2025/10/04/teachers-unions-call-on-parents-to-oppose-bill-33
https://www.ctvnews.ca/windsor/article/teaching-affiliates-calling-for-parents-to-speak-up-about-underfunding/
https://www.am800cklw.com/news/teachers-unions-unite-on-world-teachers-day-to-demand-action-from-provincial-government.html
https://youtube.com/shorts/Rh2EHxygsRw?si=eZVCpP5dB3Oa8lhi

Intro & DFT remarks: runs 1:19



https://youtu.be/0btBUKCqowY?si=dxvmTHUMwPfsknfz
https://youtu.be/Qn_j93PElP0?si=kgeVDUPEXaP_Va_V
https://youtu.be/fjT2G4RNl7M?si=c-rDa2mR3nVor8N1
https://youtu.be/fjT2G4RNl7M?si=c-rDa2mR3nVor8N1
https://youtu.be/fjT2G4RNl7M?si=c-rDa2mR3nVor8N1
https://youtu.be/_iLl7VB_Lbc?si=HT7cmb7QrGNoO9P0
https://youtu.be/fd6OaMDHESw?si=jpmuxmsLmy6bvJWt
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CALENDAR

_____November | December | January

3 Report Cards 1 Schools Reopen 5 Schools Reopen

4 Professional Development for Staff 4 Executive Board 4:30 p.m. 8 Executive Board 4:30 p.m.

6 Executive Board 4:30 p.m. 9 DFT Retirees Holiday Party 13 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m.

11 DPSCD School Board 5:30 P.Mm. 9 DPSCD School Board 5:30 P.Mm. 15 DFT General Membership 4:30 p.m.
13 General Membership 4:30 p.m. 11 DFT General Membership 4:30 p.m. 20 PAC Committee 5:00 p.m.

17 Al Chapter 6:00 p.m. 15 Al Chapter 6:00 p.m. 22 Middle School Chapter 5:00 p.m.
18 DFT Retirees Chapter 11:30 a.m. 16 PAC Committee 5:00 p.m. 22 ESE Chapter 5:30 p.m.

18 Building Rep Training 4:30 p.m. 18 Middle School Chapter 5:00 p.m.

18 PAC Committee 6:00 p.m. 18 ESE Chapter 5:30 p.m.

20 Middle School Chapter 5:00 p.m. 22-31 Schools Closed: Winter Break

20 ESE Chapter 5:30 p.m.
26-28 Schools Closed: Thanksgiving

Dates and times are subject to change.
DFT events are on website @ https://dft231.mi.aft.org/events.
DPSCD information can be found @ https://www.detroitk12.org/



https://dft231.mi.aft.org/events
https://www.detroitk12.org/
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Work Locations Represented October 2025 General Membership Meeting

% Academy of Americas

s+ Bennett

% Bethune

% Brenda Scott
% Bunche

s Burton

s Carstens

s Carver

% Cass Tech

% Central HS
% Charles Wright
% Clippert

s Cody

*» Cooke

% Crockett

*

s Davis Aerospace
» Davison

» DFT Office

s DFT Retirees
DIA

» Detroit Lions
DSA

» Dossin

Drew

» Duke Ellington
Earhart

EIDC

East English Village
Edison
Edmonson
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 Noble

+ Nolan

% Northwestern
+» Pasteur

% Pershing

¢ Priest

*+ Ronald Brown
¢ Schulze

% FLICS

% Gardner

% Golightly EC

s Gompers

¢ Hamilton

s Harms

% Hutchinson

% Jerry L. Wright

% Law % Southeastern

% Mann % Speech and Hearing Clinic
s Marquette % SLP

“ Marygrove % Thirkell

» Moses Field
+* Neinas
* Nichols

% Turning Point
% Vernor

% Wayne

s Western



Detroit City Council Candidates Address the DFT Membership in October

Renata Miller, District 5 Mary Waters, at large Coleman A. Young Il, at large



DFT Members Participate in this Nationwide Protest

NO KINGS DAY
10.18.2025

Steven Portnoy in Rochester Hills Terra Strohm in Ferndale
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Marcus Walton in Ferndale
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Rochell Dunson in Farmington Hills
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Vida Bonacci in Dearborn



Sheryl Bonness in Livonia

2 Members of Congress at Schoolcraft College

. \
NO FASCtS"‘ on Haggerty Road in Livonia: Rashida Tlaib with
T>-ICT14TOR Debbie Dingell
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5 — Y

=




DFT Turns Out in Detroit at Roosevelt Park
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DFT Turns Out in Detroit
at Roosevelt Park
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DFT Turns Out in Detroit at Roosevelt Park
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DFT Turns Out in Detroit at Roosevelt Park




AOA HS

AOA Logan
Bethune
Blackwell
Bunche

Cass Tech
Central
Charles Wright
Cooke

Davis Aerospace
Denby

DIAYW

DSA

Dossin

Drew

Staying Busy With Union Professional Development
Building Reps Listen to the President at the September 2025 Building Rep Training

EEVPA
Edmonson
Gardner
Golightly EC
Gompers

JL White

JR King
Marygrove
PRMXA
Priest
Schulze
Southeastern
Spain

SHC
Thirkell
Virtual



Staying Busy With Union Professional Development

DFT leaders attend the annual AFT Michigan Fall Summit

e

PoueL in Unity: Lesso fro M Mem ng Locals
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Staying Busy With Union Professional Development

Detroit Hosts AFT National’s Civil, Women and Human Rights Conference

Participants engaged through three core training tracks

v' Communications Training—Disrupting
disinformation and reclaiming public narrative, by
use of social media tools

v' Political Training—Advancing democracy at the ballot
box and building durable civic power

v MOVE (Mobilize. Organize. Vote. Empower.) Training
for grassroots resistance, cross-sector coalition-
building, and union-based movement work

To read more about this biennial conference:

Detroit delegation: Rodney Fresh, Marcus Walton,
Nathaniel Horn, Lakia Wilson-Lumpkins, Felecia
Slappy, Robin Jennings, Jason Posey


https://www.aft.org/news/we-are-line-civil-rights-conference-focuses-action

Staying Busy With Union Professional Development

Detroit Hosts AFT National’s Civil, Women and Human Rights Conference




Staying Busy With Union Professional Development

Always time for a book sighing

“There is a war on knowledge and
teachers are on the frontlines,”
President Randi Weingarten says.
“l wrote Why Fascists Fear
Teachers to answer the question
so many educators and parents
are asking right now: Why the
Vi relentless attacks on public
;u‘ '  schools and on educators? This

R ‘ book also honors the incredible
work educators do every day to
create opportunity, build safe and
welcoming schools, and help
young people thrive.”




Staying Busy With Union Professional Development

DFT...Union 101
Top, left to right:

Angela E. Ford,
Samantha Hoskin,
Aquice Ward,
Jessica Pressberry

' /
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DFT...Thats Union!

\ “Power.concedes nothing without'ademand, ”Frednckl)ouglass ’

Discover.the power.of Solidarity!Joinus foramorning of learning more about our;

bor union'and how we:reworkingtogethertoprotect;empower, and uplift members
'

Bottom, left to right:

AN i
o‘e‘mber 2025/t 9:00am o 45 Quan!ta
IBEW:Halll-21358 Abhott Cunningham,

Jacqueline

DetroitMI[48226 ) .
Washington, Lakia

Wilson-Lumpkins




See What Our Members Are Domg
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Ronald Brown Academy Promotes

Climate and Culture for Staff Ready for the Press Conference

Announcing the Merger of the DFT with
the DFP



See What Our Members Are Doing

11:47 — @ -« 5Guc.l @ | S ‘ mt«: \

EVP Jason Posey at Burns for Count Day, standing with Building Rep, Francesca Lawrence
(middle) and Alternate, Denzel Washington (right)



See What Our Members Are Doing

Cody HS Groundbreaking: President Lakia Wilson-Lumpkins is there.

More aboug this at DPSCD:Announcemeng B

Lt el
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https://www.detroitk12.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=4585&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=108334&PageID=1

See What Our Members Are Doing

tures from the Labor Day Parade
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See What Our Members Are Doing

More Pictures from the Labor Day Parade
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See What Our Members Are Doing

More Pictures from the Labor Day Parade




REMINDERS
“» DUES/MEMBERSHIP CONCERNS

Contact an Organizing Fellow: West Side locations handled by Yolanda King; East Side locations handled by Regina Fuqua, for
Paras, Food Service and NHAs, contact Quanita Cunningham. You may also contact Office Assistant, Mae Winters.

“* ADDRESS, EMAIL, PHONE NUMBER CHANGES

Please make sure your correct personal email, home address and telephone number are on file with the DFT Office. If you change it
with the district, that information is not sent to the Union Office. You may send corrections to dues@dft231.com. We are not

allowed to send communications to your DPSCD email address.

¢ SEPARATION FROM THE DISTRICT

Itis the member's responsibility to notify the DFT Office when you separate from the district, whether resignation or retirement or
Please contact an Organizing Fellow or the Office Assistant, Mae Winters.

¢ CHECK TO SEE IF YOUR CERTIFICATION EXPIRES IN 2026

You should be making plans to have your requirements fulfilled. The state is now accepting your credentials. More information
can be found by logging on to your account at https://mdoe.state.mi.us/moecs/login.aspx.

ALL DFT CONTACTS ARE ON THE LAST PAGE OF THIS DOCUMENT



mailto:dues@dft231.com
https://mdoe.state.mi.us/moecs/login.aspx?link_id=2&can_id=02f69982a4a56ca3cd81fa74590e4ccc&source=email-weekly-notes-december-19-january-8-2023&email_referrer=&email_subject=weekly-notes-december-19-january-8-2023&link_id=6&can_id=02f69982a4a56ca3cd81fa74590e4ccc&email_referrer=&email_subject=weekly-notes-january-9-15-2023&link_id=1&can_id=02f69982a4a56ca3cd81fa74590e4ccc&email_referrer=&email_subject=weekly-notes-january-16-22-2023&link_id=5&can_id=02f69982a4a56ca3cd81fa74590e4ccc&email_referrer=&email_subject=weekly-notes-january-23-30-2023&link_id=5&can_id=02f69982a4a56ca3cd81fa74590e4ccc&email_referrer=&email_subject=weekly-notes-february-6-february-12-2023&link_id=7&can_id=02f69982a4a56ca3cd81fa74590e4ccc&email_referrer=&email_subject=weekly-notes-february-13-20-2023&link_id=1&can_id=02f69982a4a56ca3cd81fa74590e4ccc&email_referrer=&email_subject=weekly-notes-february-27-march-5-2023-pslf-survey&link_id=1&can_id=02f69982a4a56ca3cd81fa74590e4ccc&email_referrer=&email_subject=weekly-notes-march-6-13-2023-committee-survey&link_id=4&can_id=02f69982a4a56ca3cd81fa74590e4ccc&email_referrer=&email_subject=weekly-notes-for-march-13-2023&link_id=2&can_id=02f69982a4a56ca3cd81fa74590e4ccc&email_referrer=&email_subject=weekly-notes-november-27-2023
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VIEWING PAYROLL COMPENSATION HISTORY

. Log in to PeopleSoft with your DPSCD

credentials.

. Click on the Compass icon in the top

right corner to open the Nav Bar. A
drop-down menu will appear.

Click on Navigator icon.

Click on Self Service.

Click on Payroll and Compensation.
Click on Compensation History.

View your current salary with its location
on the DFT Salary Schedule.

REMINDERS

ABOUT YOUR RIGHTS

If you are called to a meeting with management that you suspect will be disciplinary in nature you have the right to
request union representation under the U. S. Supreme Court ruling, NLRB v. Weingarten.

If in a meeting with management you are questioned to obtain information and you have reasonable apprehension
that your answers could be used as a basis for discipline or other adverse action, it is your responsibility to ask to
reschedule the meeting or resume when your union representative is present. If you choose to remain you may refuse
to answer.

If you are in a situation where Weingarten may apply, read or present the statement exactly as outlined below.

WEINGARTEN RIGHTS

If this interview could in any way lead to my being disciplined or terminated, or
affect my personal working conditions, I respectfully request that my union be
present at this meeting. Until my representative arrives, I choose not to participate
in this discussion.



DFT Office Contacts

https://dft231.mi.aft.org/contact-us

Lakia Wilson-Lumpkins, President, 313-875-6788, LWilson@dft231.com
Jason A. Posey, ExecutiveVice President, 313-875-6786, JPosey(@dft231.com

 Karin Whittler, Labor Affairs Administrator, 313-875-6776, KWhittler@dft231.com East Side locations (east of Woodward), also Cass
Tech, DSA, Burton

 Felecia Slappy, Labor Affairs Administrator, 313-875-3500, Fslappy(@dfi231.com, West Side locations (west of Woodward)

* Jacqueline Washington, Labor Affairs Administrator, JWashington @dft231.com, 313-875-6789, Paras, Food Service, NHA

* Yolanda King, Organizing Fellow, West Side locations, 313-804-5580, YKing@dft231.com

* Regina Fuqua, Organizing Fellow, East Side locations, 313-875-6775, Rfuqua@dft231.com
* Quanita Cunningham, Organizing Fellows, Paras, Food Service, NHAs, 313-875-6778, Qcunningham@dft231.com

Patrick Falcusan, Retirement Counselor and Financial Analyst, 313-875-6783, PFalcusan@dft231.com

Mae Winters, Office Assistant, 313-875-3500 press 6, MWinters@dft231.com

Vida Bonacci, Communications Specialist, 313-875-3500,VBonacci@dft231.com



https://dft231.mi.aft.org/contact-us
https://dft231.mi.aft.org/contact-us
https://dft231.mi.aft.org/contact-us
mailto:LWilson@dft231.com
mailto:JPosey@dft231.com
mailto:KWhittler@dft231.com
mailto:Fslappy@dft231.com
mailto:YKing@dft231.com
mailto:Rfuqua@dft231.com
mailto:Qcunningham@dft231.com
mailto:PFalcusan@dft231.com
mailto:MWinters@dft231.com
mailto:VBonacci@dft231.com
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