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Introd ucing DFT Staff| Greetings from the two of us. We are pleased to be on board with the DFT as part of its historic
Members: merger with the Detroit Federation of Paraprofessionals. We just want to take a minute to
' introduce ourselves to our Union siblings.

Quanita Cunningham

- Quanita Cunningham (left side) is the Organizing Fellow for paras, noon hour aides, food service
and Ja(_:quelme workers, and school culture facilitators. She is in the schools, citywide, recruiting for
Washlngton membership. Jacqueline Washington (right side) is the labor affairs administrator for paras, noon

hour aides, food service workers, and school culture facilitators. If you need assistance that is
beyond the scope of the building representative at your work location, contact her.

Quanita Cunningham : | started my career with DPS as a special education assistant at Webster
Elementary. Then | moved to a bigger playground called GSRP, PreK, where | became a
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DFT. Over my career | have worked at Earhart, Ronald Brown Academy, and Marcus Garvey.

,‘ Jacqueline Washington: My career at DPS lasted 35 years, being at Clippert Middle School for 33 of

\,7 | those years. | was at Jeffries Elementary for the first couple of years before it closed. | started off as
| ‘ a noon hour aide, moved over to being a paraeducator, and retired as a School Culture Facilitator.

l ; **Side Note: She was featured in Time Magazine for her dedication in assisting families during the

pandemic:
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Local 231 and former Local 2350 to be a part of this new direction for the Mighty DFT!



https://time.com/magazine/us/6094536/september-13th-2021-vol-198-no-9-u-s/

Invest iIn MI Kids Ballot Initiative

The goal Is to get 700,000 signatures on petitions by February 2026. WE CAN DO IT!
https://investinmikids.org/

We are encouraging all of our members, who are registered
voters in the state of Michigan, to sign the petition.

S

—— Petitions are available at DFT General Membership meetings

. . and at the DFT Office. Also, many building representatives
InVCSt 11 MI KldS have picked up petitions so check with that person.
Curious about how to get plugged into the ballot

initiative that would create $1 billion per year for

. This 10-minute training video will teach you everything you
Michigan's public schools? Check out the link

below to find an event near you! need to know about collecting and submitting signatures to
b" e : help bring our campaign to the ballot. Watch this so we can
S ensure that every signature we have counts.

https://investinmikids.org/volunteer-hub.



https://investinmikids.org/

STATE OF MICHIGAN

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
LANSING SUE CARNELL, Ph.D.

INTERIK STATE BUPERNTEMDERT

Resolution to Support and Endorse the Invest in MI Kids Proposal

WHEREAS, the Michigan State Board of Education acknowledges that
Michigan's public schools are the cornerstone of our communities and the
foundation of our children’s future; and,

WHEREAS, the Michigan State Board of Education believes strong public
schools attract families, boost property values, and strengthen the workforce—
benefiting everyone; and,

WHEREAS, Michigan's public schools are underfunded by $4.5 billien, and more
than 3/4 of all Michigan public school students attend schoals in districts that
are over $2000 per pupil below adequacy?; and,

WHEREAS, funding for Michigan's School Aid Fund has significantly decreased
over the last two decades, and between 2015 and 2022, seven studies found
Michigan does not provide enocugh money for the state’s public schools?; and,

WHEREAS, in the 2021-2022 school year, Michigan offered the lowest starting
teacher salary in the Great Lakes region?; and,

What Will kR Take to Achéewe Funding Adequacy for Al Michigan's Students, Education Law Cember
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- Augenblick, Palxich & Azsociates. “Michigan Education Finance Study.” (2006).

- Kosnigeknecht, et al. “Special Education Funding Subcommittes Report, Submitted to Lt Governor Brian Calley.”
2017)

- HII:[hIgI:Jm Finanoe Collaborative, “Costing Out the Resources Neoded to Meet Michigan's Standands and
Requiremants.” {201E).

- Arzen, Dawvid, Delpier Tanner, and Kagel, Jesse. "Michigan Schood Finance at the Crocsrosds: A Quarter Cenbuny
«af Stabe Contrad. ™ (2019].

- Nagel, Messe. "Special Education Finance n Michigan: Implications for Equity.” PhD diss., Michigan State
University, 2021. Hollenbssck, Kevin, Timothy 1. Bartiic, Randall W. Eberts, Brad 1. Hershbein.and Michebs
Miller-Adams. “The Roxd Toward K-12 Excelience in Michigan: How an Upgraded Financing System Can Better
Saupport Enhanced Student Achiovement.” [2015]).

- Morgan, lvy, Reetchel Preswme, Mary Grech, and Ary Ameriicaner. "Michigans School Funding: Crisk and
‘Opportunity.” Edwucathon Trust-Midwest (20207,
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WHEREAS, the top 1% earners in Michigan pay a lower effective tax rate than
everyday people pay (5.7% for the top 1% vs 7.1-9.7% for the bottom 80%)4;
and

WH'EIIEAS, the lifetime earnings of Michigan's current K-12 students could
increase by $27 billion if their educational achiewvement matched the national
average®; and,

WHEREAS, A 10 percent increase in per-pupil spending improved low-income
students’ graduation rates by seven percentage points, and their adult hourly
wages by 13 percent®;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Michigan State Board of Education
hereby endorses the Invest in MI Kids proposed amendment to the Michigan
Constitution to impose a 5% fair share surcharge on annual taxable income
over 51 million for joint filers and over $500,000 for single filers, to raise funds
for career and technical education, reducing class size and attracting and
retaining educators in public schools across the State and is subject to an annual
audit.

Resolution passed on October 14, 2025, by a vote of 5 - 2.

4 Michigan: Who Pays? Tth Edition. Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy.
REDS LD O 1o el o v 6 T B Q- ) O ey - TR~ G C

¥ Unlohn Institute
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BALLOT INITIATIVE

to raise new funds for local school districts

> REDUCE CLASS SIZES

> EXPAND CAREER &
TECHNICALEDUCATION

2 RECRUITAND RETAINHIGH
QUALITYEDUCATORS
RESEARCH SHOWS THAT OUR SCHOOLS

ARE CHRONICALLY UNDERFUNDED
"It would cost $4.5 billion to bring districts to funding

BUT MICHIGANDERS
CAN FIXTHIS! @ @

Michigan currently has regressive tax laws,
where the highest eamers pay a lower

effective tax rate than everyone else.

Faei dor with meguleted fusds by frveet in MI Kich - PO Bas 11022, Lansing, M $8901.1022

THE PLAN:

Investin Ml Kids will fund our schools
with a 5% *fair share surcharge®
on annual individual income over
$500,000 for single filers, or over
$1 million for joint filers. This will
raise about $1 billion each year for
Michigan's public schools.

STEP Identify & train
1 7,000 signature
gatherers

STEP Together, collect
700,000 signatures
over 180 days

STEP 2.8 million people
vote YES in
November 2026

WHYAFAIR SHARE
SURCHARGE?
Total Taxes
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-

o Wt

A fair share surcharge creates
more balanced tax laws and
funds our future!

INVEST \®;
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MI KIDS
FAQS

Q:HOW WOULD AFAIR SHARE :
SURCHARGE WORK IN PRACTICE?
) Mary is a single woman who makes

$600,000/yr.

Fair share surcharge:

($600,000-$500,000) x 5% = $5,000
’ Emma and Liam are a married couple

who make $1,200,000/yr. :

Fair share surcharge:
($1,200,000-51,000,000) x 5% =

THIS RAISES THEIR TAXES
BY LESSTHAN 1%

Q:DOESN'T THE LOTTERY
ALREADY FUND SCHOOLS?

The lottery is an important contributor 1o
public schools in Michigan, but probably
makes up less of the total than you think. In
FY2023, the lottery made up 6.2% of the
School Aid Fund.

> REDUCE CLASS SIZES

> EXPAND CAREER &
TECHNICALEDUCATION

> RECRUITAND RETAIN HIGH
QUALITYEDUCATORS

ASTATEWIDE
BALLOT INITIATIVE

to raise new funds for local school districts
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Q:HOWDOES THIS COMPARE
TO OTHER STATES?

Because each state relies on a different max
of types of taxes (sales, property, income,
etc.), it doesn’t make sense to compare this
surcharge to any particular tax in another
state. Instead, we should ook at all state and
local taxes together.

Michigan currently has the 34th lowest

average effective tax rate in the country,
lower than all neighboring Great Lakes states.

ISTHISATAX ONSMALL
BUSINESSES?

No, The “fair share surcharge” is levied
only on individuals whose annual taxable
income exceeds $500,000 for single filers
or $1,000,000 for joint filers. The fair share
surcharge is not a tax on businesses. There
are some business owners, corporate
executives, and others whose individual
taxable income is high enough to trigger
the fair share surcharge - about 2% of all 1ax
filers in Michigan. The 5% surcharge is only
levied on their income above and beyond
$500,000/$1,000,000.

Q' WON'T HIGH INCOME
INDIVIDUALS LEAVE?

New research shows that the number of
wealthy individuals has actually GROWN
in states after increasing taxes on high
eamers. On average, state tax levels have
minimal impact on decisions to move into or
out of states.

LEARN MORE AT WWW.INVESTINMIKIDS.ORG »

Pald for with meguistwd funds by frseet in M Kics PO Bax 11022, Lamsing, M 389011022
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https://windsornewstoday.ca/windsor/news/2025/10/04/teachers-unions-call-on-parents-to-oppose-bill-33
https://www.ctvnews.ca/windsor/article/teaching-affiliates-calling-for-parents-to-speak-up-about-underfunding/
https://www.am800cklw.com/news/teachers-unions-unite-on-world-teachers-day-to-demand-action-from-provincial-government.html
https://youtube.com/shorts/Rh2EHxygsRw?si=eZVCpP5dB3Oa8lhi

C)élv ...................



https://youtu.be/0btBUKCqowY?si=dxvmTHUMwPfsknfz
https://youtu.be/Qn_j93PElP0?si=kgeVDUPEXaP_Va_V
https://youtu.be/fjT2G4RNl7M?si=c-rDa2mR3nVor8N1
https://youtu.be/fjT2G4RNl7M?si=c-rDa2mR3nVor8N1
https://youtu.be/fjT2G4RNl7M?si=c-rDa2mR3nVor8N1
https://youtu.be/_iLl7VB_Lbc?si=HT7cmb7QrGNoO9P0
https://youtu.be/fd6OaMDHESw?si=jpmuxmsLmy6bvJWt
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CALENDAR

3 Report Cards 1 Schools Reopen 5 Schools Reopen

4 Professional Development for Staff 4 Executive Board 4:30 p.m. 8 Executive Board 4:30 p.m.

6 Executive Board 4:30 p.m. 9 DFT Retirees Holiday Party 13 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m.

11 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m. 9 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m. 15 DFT General Membership 4:30 p.nr
13 General Membership 4:30 p.m. 11 DFT General Membership 4:30 p.m20 PAC Committee 5:00 p.m.

17 Al Chapter 6:00 p.m. 15 Al Chapter 6:00 p.m. 22 Middle School Chapter 5:00 p.m.
18 DFT Retirees Chapter 11:30 a.m. 16 PAC Committee 5:00 p.m. 22 ESE Chapter 5:30 p.m.

18 Building Rep Training 4:30 p.m. 18 Middle School Chapter 5:00 p.m.

18 PAC Committee 6:00 p.m. 18 ESE Chapter 5:30 p.m.

20 Middle School Chapter 5:00 p.m. 22-31 Schools Closed: Winter Break
20 ESE Chapter 5:30 p.m.
26-28 Schools Closed: Thanksgiving

Datesandtimesare subjectto change.
DFTeventsare on website @ https://dft231.mi.aft.org/events
DPSClihformation canbe found@ https://www.detroitk12.org/



https://dft231.mi.aft.org/events
https://www.detroitk12.org/
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Work LocationsRepresentedOctober 20255eneralMembershipMeeting

Academy of Americas

Bennett
Bethune
Brenda Scott
Bunche
Burton
Carstens
Carver

Cass Tech
Central HS

Charles Wright

Clippert
Cody
Cooke
Crockett

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Davis Aerospace
Davison

DFT Office

DFT Retirees
DIA

Detroit Lions
DSA

Dossin

Drew

Duke Ellington
Earhart

EIDC

East English Village
Edison
Edmonson

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

FLICS
Gardner
Golightly EC
Gompers
Hamilton
Harms
Hutchinson
Jerry L. Wright
Law

Mann
Marquette
Marygrove
Moses Field
Neinas
Nichols

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Noble

Nolan
Northwestern
Pasteur
Pershing
Priest

Ronald Brown
Schulze
Southeastern
Speech and Hearing Clinic
SLP

Thirkell
Turning Point
Vernor
Wayne
Western



Detroit City Council Candidates Address the DFT Membership in October

Renata Miller, District 5 Mary Waters, at large Coleman A. Young I, at larg



DFT Members Participate in this Nationwide Protest

NO KINGS DAY
10.18.2025

Steven Portnoy in Rochester Hills Terra Strohm in Ferndale
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Marcus Walton in Ferndale
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Rochell Dunson in Farmington Hills
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Vida Bonacci in Dearborn



2 Members of Congress at Schoolcraft College
on Haggerty Road in Livonia: Rashida Tlaib with
Debbie Dingell
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DFT Turns Out in Detroit at Roosevelt Park
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DFT Turns Out in Detroit
at Roosevelt Park



