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Introducing DFT Staff 
Members:

Quanita Cunningham 
and Jacqueline 

Washington

Greetings from the two of us. We are pleased to be on board with the DFT as part of its historic 
merger with the Detroit Federation of Paraprofessionals.  We just want to take a minute to 
introduce ourselves to our Union siblings.

Quanita Cunningham (left side) is the Organizing Fellow for paras, noon hour aides, food service 
workers, and school culture facilitators. She is in the schools, city-wide, recruiting for 
membership. Jacqueline Washington (right side) is the labor affairs administrator for paras, noon 
hour aides, food service workers, and school culture facilitators. If you need assistance that is 
beyond the scope of the building representative at your work location, contact her. 

Quanita Cunningham : I started my career with DPS as a special education assistant at Webster 
Elementary. Then I moved to a bigger playground called GSRP, PreK, where I became a 
ƓċƖċĲĬƨĦċƣŸƖЮШfШƚƣċǃĲĬШŔŰШƣőŔƚШƓŸƚŔƣŔŸŰШƨŰƣŔũШfШĦċůĲШƣŸШċШљůƨĦőШmore biggerњШƓũċǃŊƖŸƨŰĬШĦċũũĲĬШƣőĲШ
DFT. Over my career I have worked at Earhart, Ronald Brown Academy, and Marcus Garvey.

Jacqueline Washington: My career at DPS lasted 35 years, being at Clippert Middle School for 33 of 
those years. I was at Jeffries Elementary for the first couple of years before it closed. I started off as 
a noon hour aide, moved over to being a paraeducator, and retired as a School Culture Facilitator. 
**Side Note: She was featured in Time Magazine for her dedication in assisting families during the 
pandemic: Time Magazine Article About Jackie Washington .  

ÑőĲǃШőċƻĲШĤĲĲŰШŸƨƣШŔŰШƚĦőŸŸũƚШċĦƖŸƚƚШƣőĲШĬŔƚƣƖŔĦƣЯШƚŸШĤĲШƚƨƖĲШƣŸШƚƣŸƓШċŰĬШƚċǃШőĲũũŸЮШfƣќƚШĲǂĦŔƣŔŰŊШŉŸƖШ
Local 231 and former Local 2350 to be a part of this new direction for the Mighty DFT!

https://time.com/magazine/us/6094536/september-13th-2021-vol-198-no-9-u-s/


Invest in MI Kids Ballot Initiative

The goal is to get 700,000 signatures on petitions by February 2026. WE CAN DO IT!    
https://investinmikids.org/

We are encouraging all of our members, who are registered 
voters in the state of Michigan, to sign the petition.

Petitions are available at DFT General Membership meetings 
and at the DFT Office. Also, many building representatives 
have picked up petitions so check with that person. 

This 10-minute training video will teach you everything you 
need to know about collecting and submitting signatures to 
help bring our campaign to the ballot. Watch this so we can 
ensure that every signature we have counts. 

https://investinmikids.org/volunteer -hub.

https://investinmikids.org/


Invest in MI Kids Ballot Initiative

Thank you, State 
Board of Education!





6H­ /ŚŋŋĎŋŚƇÒƠĎƑ ÃŚƇłĂ ­ĎÒóİĎƇƑƄ 6ÒǄ 
Across the Border

The DFT was invited to participate in a media event with teacher unions in
Windsor, Ontario to highlight the similarities both countries have in public 
education. The Canadian teacher unions involved in the press conference 
ƽĲƖĲШƣőĲШ§ÉÉÑ[о[EEÉ§Шы§ŰƣċƖŔŸШÉĲĦŸŰĬċƖǃШÉĦőŸŸũƚШÑĲċĦőĲƖƚќШ
Federation/ Fédération des enseignantes et des enseignants des écoles 
ƚĲĦŸŰĬċŔƖĲƚШĬĲШũѣ§ŰƣċƖŔŸьЯШШEÑ[§о[EE§ШìŔŰĬƚŸƖоEƚƚĲǂШыEũĲůĲŰƣċƖǃШÑĲċĦőĲƖƚќШШ
Federation Ontario/Fédération des enseignantes et des enseignants de 
l'élémentaire de l'Ontario) and the Windsor Essex Elementary Catholic 
Teachers local of the Ontario English Catholic Teachers Association 
(WEEOECTA). 



6H­ /ŚŋŋĎŋŚƇÒƠĎƑ ÃŚƇłĂ ­ĎÒóİĎƇƑƄ 6ÒǄ ǓóƇŚƑƑ ƠİĎ -ŚƇĂĎƇ
The four unions held a joint press conference in Windsor, Ontario. 
Å local newspaper: Windsor News Today/Teacher Unions
Å local television station: CTV/Teacher Unions
Å local radio station: CKLW/Teacher Unions

Listen as President Wilson -Lumpkins is 
interviewed by the Windsor media:

DFT President Media Remarks

https://windsornewstoday.ca/windsor/news/2025/10/04/teachers-unions-call-on-parents-to-oppose-bill-33
https://www.ctvnews.ca/windsor/article/teaching-affiliates-calling-for-parents-to-speak-up-about-underfunding/
https://www.am800cklw.com/news/teachers-unions-unite-on-world-teachers-day-to-demand-action-from-provincial-government.html
https://youtube.com/shorts/Rh2EHxygsRw?si=eZVCpP5dB3Oa8lhi


6H­ /ŚŋŋĎŋŚƇÒƠĎƑ ÃŚƇłĂ ­ĎÒóİĎƇƑƄ 6ÒǄ ǓóƇŚƑƑ ƠİĎ -ŚƇĂĎƇ

Press Conference in entirety runs 12:12
https://youtu.be/0btBUKCqowY?si=dxvmTHUMwPfsknfz

Intro & DFT remarks: runs 1:19
https://youtu.be/Qn_j93PElP0?si=kgeVDUPEXaP_Va_V

Jody Meloche, president of the Ontario English Teacher Catholic Association, 
Windsor Essex Secondary Unit remarks:  runs 3:28
https://youtu.be/fjT2G4RNl7M?si=c -rDa2mR3nVor8N1

Joanna Conrad, parent and leader of an organization called Youth Diversion: 
remarks 2:58
https://youtu.be/_iLl7VB_Lbc?si=HT7cmb7QrGNoO9P0

Lisa Gretzky, member of Provincial Parliament Windsor West:  remarks 4:29
https://youtu.be/fd6OaMDHESw?si=jpmuxmsLmy6bvJWt

https://youtu.be/0btBUKCqowY?si=dxvmTHUMwPfsknfz
https://youtu.be/Qn_j93PElP0?si=kgeVDUPEXaP_Va_V
https://youtu.be/fjT2G4RNl7M?si=c-rDa2mR3nVor8N1
https://youtu.be/fjT2G4RNl7M?si=c-rDa2mR3nVor8N1
https://youtu.be/fjT2G4RNl7M?si=c-rDa2mR3nVor8N1
https://youtu.be/_iLl7VB_Lbc?si=HT7cmb7QrGNoO9P0
https://youtu.be/fd6OaMDHESw?si=jpmuxmsLmy6bvJWt


6H­ /ŚŋŋĎŋŚƇÒƠĎƑ ÃŚƇłĂ ­ĎÒóİĎƇƑƄ 6ÒǄ ǓóƇŚƑƑ ƠİĎ -ŚƇĂĎƇ





Datesandtimesaresubjectto change.

DFTeventsareon website@https://dft231.mi.aft.org/events.

DPSCDinformationcanbe found@ https://www.detroitk12.org/

November December January

5 Schools Reopen 
8 Executive Board 4:30 p.m.
13 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m.
15 DFT General Membership 4:30 p.m.
20 PAC Committee 5:00 p.m.
22 Middle School Chapter 5:00 p.m.
22 ESE Chapter 5:30 p.m.

1 Schools Reopen 
4 Executive Board 4:30 p.m.
9 DFT Retirees Holiday Party
9 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m.
11 DFT General Membership 4:30 p.m.
15 AI Chapter 6:00 p.m.
16 PAC Committee 5:00 p.m.
18 Middle School Chapter 5:00 p.m.
18 ESE Chapter 5:30 p.m.
22-31 Schools Closed: Winter Break

3 Report Cards
4 Professional Development for Staff
6 Executive Board 4:30 p.m.
11 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m.
13 General Membership 4:30 p.m.
17 AI Chapter 6:00 p.m.
18 DFT Retirees Chapter 11:30 a.m.
18 Building Rep Training 4:30 p.m.
18 PAC Committee 6:00 p.m.
20 Middle School Chapter 5:00 p.m.
20 ESE Chapter 5:30 p.m.
26-28 Schools Closed: Thanksgiving

https://dft231.mi.aft.org/events
https://www.detroitk12.org/


× Academy of Americas

× Bennett

× Bethune

× Brenda Scott

× Bunche

× Burton

× Carstens

× Carver

× Cass Tech

× Central HS

× Charles Wright

× Clippert
× Cody
× Cooke
× Crockett

Work LocationsRepresentedOctober 2025 GeneralMembershipMeeting

× Davis Aerospace
× Davison

× DFT Office
× DFT Retirees
× DIA
× Detroit Lions
× DSA
× Dossin
× Drew
× Duke Ellington
× Earhart
× EIDC
× East English Village
× Edison
× Edmonson

× FLICS
× Gardner
× Golightly EC
× Gompers
× Hamilton
× Harms
× Hutchinson
× Jerry L. Wright
× Law
× Mann
× Marquette
× Marygrove
× Moses Field
× Neinas
× Nichols

× Noble
× Nolan
× Northwestern
× Pasteur
× Pershing
× Priest
× Ronald Brown
× Schulze
× Southeastern
× Speech and Hearing Clinic
× SLP
× Thirkell
× Turning Point
× Vernor
×Wayne
×Western



Detroit City Council Candidates Address the DFT Membership in October

Renata Miller, District 5                                                   Mary Waters, at large                            Coleman A. Young II, at large                



DFT Members Participate in this Nationwide Protest

Steven Portnoy in Rochester Hills                            Terra Strohm in Ferndale



Marcus Walton in Ferndale



Rochell Dunson in Farmington Hills



Vida Bonacci in Dearborn



Sheryl Bonness in Livonia

2 Members of Congress at Schoolcraft College 
on Haggerty Road in Livonia: Rashida Tlaib with 
Debbie Dingell



DFT Turns Out in Detroit at Roosevelt Park



DFT Turns Out in Detroit 
at Roosevelt Park


