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Immigrant Community Wins Protections in Special Session, Demand
Continued Commitment

Hartford, CT (November 14, 2025) — Connecticut lawmakers passed legislation Thursday that
strengthens protections for state residents and reinforces the state’s commitment to safeguarding
their rights.

The new measures enhance data privacy safeguards for all Connecticut residents and codify into
state law an expanded version of the courthouse protections previously announced by Chief
Justice Mullins.

"This legislation responds directly to the concerns and fears of our community members and
reflects the power we hold when we come together,” said Katherine Villeda, Coalition Director
of the HUSKY for Immigrants coalition. “We appreciate the leadership of the judiciary chairs,
Sen. Gary Winfield, Rep. Steve Stafstrom, and the support from Governor Lamont for heeding
the voices of their constituents. These protections, in addition to the $500M fund, are critical
steps in demonstrating that CT can lead with care and not complacency. Our work is not over,
and we look forward to getting more done to protect immigrant and working-class families
during the 2026 legislative session.”

While the legislation includes some additional protections for immigrant communities, the
coalition and its partners remain committed to advocating for the measures not addressed during
the special session. Community members continue to report rising incidents of intimidation and
enforcement actions by ICE agents, and many remain at risk of losing health coverage under
H.R. 1. The special session failed to include provisions that would close gaps allowing the use of
state resources for immigration enforcement or ensure the continuation of health coverage for all
Connecticut residents, regardless of immigration status.



“With this legislation, Connecticut is choosing safety, justice, and the well-being of our families.
When people can go to court without fearing ICE, our communities become stronger and our
legal system becomes fairer. This is a win for every resident in our state,” said Kevin Sunba,
member leader of Make The Road Connecticut.

“It’s been powerful to stand by our partners in the HUSKY 4 Immigrants coalition as they shift
into broadening their fight to protect Medicaid coverage for all CT residents at risk of losing it
because of federal attacks,” Norma Martinez HoSang, Director, Connecticut For All. “In this
time of deepening crisis, our collective ability to secure a $500 million response fund is proof
that when we unite, we can get Gov. Lamont and elected leaders do what’s needed so that
working people, no matter their immigration status, can have safety and security in this state.”

In the months leading up to the special session, community organizations across Connecticut
worked tirelessly to highlight the needs of the state’s immigrant population. Advocates rallied at
the Capitol and across the state, had almost 100 organizations sign onto a letter in support of

immigrant protections, delivered more than 900 postcards to the governor, and made over 1,500
phone calls urging the governor and legislative leaders to include their priorities in the session,
including the use of the state’s multi-billion-dollar budget surplus.

"We are happy that the Governor and legislature have heard the call of the people of Connecticut
to stand up to the Trump budget and the havoc it wreaks. We recognize we will need to continue
to organize. It is important that we build off this work and make sure this $500 million meets the
needs of Connecticut residents. Everyone deserves food and health care. Connecticut must
continue to protect SNAP and HUSKY,” said Tom Swan, Executive Director of CT Citizen
Action Group.

Organizations involved in the effort include: HUSKY for Immigrants, Connecticut for All, CT
Students for a Dream, Greater Hartford Interfaith Action Alliance, Make the Road CT,

Connecticut Citizen Action Group, SEIU 1199 New England, CT Working Families Party,
ACLU-CT, Hartford Deportation Defense and more.

Advocates vow to continue the fight for stronger immigrant protections during the 2026
legislative session beginning in February.

HHH#

About HUSKY for Immigrants



The HUSKY for Immigrants Coalition is a coalition of immigrant rights organizers, healthcare
advocacy organizers, community leaders, healthcare providers, faith leaders, and unions fighting
for access to health care and health coverage for CT's immigrant population. Coalition members
include: CT Students for a Dream; Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut, The
Semilla Collective; Make the Road CT, Hartford Deportation Defense, CT Citizen Action Group;
CT Working Families Party; Planned Parenthood Votes! CT, She Leads Justice, Reproductive
Equity Now, Voices for Children, CT Center for Children’s Advocacy, HAVEN Free Clinic,
Integrated Refugee and Immigrant Services, Connecticut Workers Center, and many more.



