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Introducing DFT
Labor Relations
Administrator,

Felecia Slappy

Greetings! | am truly excited to join the Detroit Federation of Teachers as a Labor
Relations Administrator representing the schools that are located west of Woodard
Avenue. This new position feels like | am finally home again as | served as the Recordin
Secretary of the DFT during Keith Johnson's tenure as Presidehtetired from Charles
Wright Academy of Arts and Science after 30 years with Detroit Public Schoolglost of
my teaching career was spent in Early Childhood Education. One of the many highlights
of my career was being named a PBS Kids Early Learning Champion in 2021.

Here is a short video from PBS:elecia Slappy PBS Early Learning Champion 2021

In this new chapter, | will be a champion for our Union Memberslhe strength of our
Union comes from the collective power of our members. If we are to educate our
children, we must continue to advocate for better pay and benefits, improve working
conditions and provide a voice on educational decisions.

| have always been Union Strong, standing in solidarity with the Mighty, Mighty DFT.
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and our communities.

To reach me at the DFT Office, my direct line is 388¥5-6780.


https://youtu.be/3h-xBadE4AA?si=2z1mxoHHFhaYUab8

Invest in Ml Kids Ballot Initiative

Thegoal is to get 700,000 signatures on petitions by February 2026.
WE CAN DO IT!
https://investinmikids.org/

DETROIT PUBLIC SCHOOLS COMMUNITY DISTRICT

BOARD OF EDUCATION
O RESOLUTION
S u p p O rt 0 SUPPORTING THE “INVEST IN MI KIDS” STATEWIDE BALLOT INITIATIVE
A RESOLUTION of the Board of Education of the Detroit Public Schools Community
S C O O B O a r I District (“Board™) supporting the frnvest fn MI Kids statewide ballot initiative.
[ ] WHEREAS, rescarch shows that Michigan schools are chronically underfunded.

WHEREAS, per the Education Law Center, it would cost $4.5 billion to bring districts to
funding adequacy based on estimates updated from the 2018 Michigan School Finance Research

Collaborative (SFRC) adequacy study. This cost includes an estimated $1.6 billion to introduce
universal, no-cost preschool.

WHEREAS. while the Michigan Lottery is an important contributor to public schools, it
makes up less than 10% of the Michigan School Aid Fund.

WHEREAS, the fnvest fn MI Kids ballot initiative secks to fund Michigan schools with a
5% “fair share surcharge™ on annual individual income over $500,000 for single filers, or over $1
million for joint filers. This will raise about 31 billion each year for Michigan's public schools.

WHEREAS, the funds raised by a “fair share surcharge™ could be used to reduce class

More details from the district can
sizes, expand carcer and technical education and recruit and retain high functioning educators.
.
be fo u n d at . WHEREAS, the Board supports balanced tax laws and other efforts that more equitably

fund education in the State of Michigan; and

Board Docs for November 11,

THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED., that the Board supports the fnvesr fn MI

2 O 2 5 Kids statewide ballot initiative.

RESOLVED this 11" day of November, 2025.

Check out the press release on S
thlS actlon here COMMUNITY DISTRICT
nttps:/Anvestinmikids.org/pr. .. - T .
detroit -boe

Board of Education



https://investinmikids.org/
https://go.boarddocs.com/mi/detroit/Board.nsf/Public
https://go.boarddocs.com/mi/detroit/Board.nsf/Public
https://investinmikids.org/pr-detroit-boe
https://investinmikids.org/pr-detroit-boe
https://investinmikids.org/pr-detroit-boe
https://investinmikids.org/pr-detroit-boe
https://investinmikids.org/pr-detroit-boe

Invest in MI Kids Pass the Petition Challenge

— Congratulations to Our Winners
k< 7 I

DETROIT FEDERATION OF TEACHERS
SIGNATURE CHALLENGE

PASS THE PETITION
CHALLENGE

WE ARE CHALLENGING ALL EDUCATORS TO

COLLECT AT LEAST 10 SIGNATURES BETWEEN
NOVEMBER 24-29

)

TOP GATHERER - WITH A
MINIMUM OF 100

/
WINS $500 J
THE 2™ - 5" TOP GATHERERS
WITH AT LEAST 50 - GET $150
T VEST \&
1 ng, Ml 489011022

Each of these signature gatherers won $150 for their efforts:

2"d place: Owen Carow, Western

3" place: Mitzi Davis, Thirkell

4h place: Paula Wardell, Lions Academy
5th place: Melzitta Davis, Drew

Pictured L to R: Paula Wardell, Owen Carow,
Melzitta Davis



Invest in MI Kids Holiday Hustle Challenge @ |IMK Holiday Hustle

Holiday Hustle Challenge - 20 days, 200 signatures, 5 circulators!

2 HOW
/r

® Dec. 15 -Jan. 5

How to Participate
To qualify:

 Sign up and make sure to

Win $500 mark your petition as paid
e Collect at least 200

signatures and recruit at
least 5 new circulators

Top 5 participants Win $500

Get started at: InvestinMiKids.org

Paid for with regulated funds by Invest in MI Kids PO Box 11022, Lansing, Ml 48901-1022
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Here's how it works:sign up at the link and make sure to label your
sheets as a "Paid Circulator," recruit at least 5 circulators, and
collect at least 200 signatures. The top 5 circulator/recruiters will be
given$500 each. Doesn't that sound nice for the holidays?

Whether you want to gather all your friends or you can only get a sheet,
we are asking everyone to PLEASE use the holiday gatherings to help
make Invest in Ml Kids a reality. We all will be seeing friends, family,
and co-workers - so take 1 or 2 sheets, and ask those folks to sign. It
takes just a few minutes, and it's an easy ask that makes a huge
impact. Find a distribution site near you before the holidays and if

you don't see one, you can find one here: |IMK Distribution Sites .

IIMK Support Hours & Ask Questions Here

IIMK Phone Banking Volunteer Opportunities

Donate to IIMK



https://actionnetwork.org/forms/holiday-hustle-challenge-20-days-200-signatures-5-circulators/?link_id=4&can_id=51d3c46c71ada49d8caccfb1ae5d6e3c&source=email-lets-do-the-holiday-hustle&email_referrer=email_3022564&email_subject=lets-do-the-holiday-hustle&&
https://airtable.com/appMe3p8t9uuftLvl/shrA61ChmiYkEcQGx/tblo3YWLEGgt6YygM?link_id=6&can_id=51d3c46c71ada49d8caccfb1ae5d6e3c&source=email-invest-in-mi-kids-launches-friday-2&email_referrer=email_3022564&email_subject=lets-do-the-holiday-hustle
https://www.mobilize.us/investinmikids/event/875924/?link_id=8&can_id=51d3c46c71ada49d8caccfb1ae5d6e3c&source=email-lets-do-the-holiday-hustle&email_referrer=email_3022564&email_subject=lets-do-the-holiday-hustle&&
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/phone-bank-for-iimk/?link_id=10&can_id=51d3c46c71ada49d8caccfb1ae5d6e3c&source=email-lets-do-the-holiday-hustle&email_referrer=email_3022564&email_subject=lets-do-the-holiday-hustle&&
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/invest-in-mi-kids-1?link_id=14&can_id=51d3c46c71ada49d8caccfb1ae5d6e3c&source=email-lets-do-the-holiday-hustle&email_referrer=email_3022564&email_subject=lets-do-the-holiday-hustle&refcodeEmailReferrer=email_3022564

Member Spotlight: Melzitta
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Davis @ Drew

When DFT called on members to join theest in Ml Kids
campaign, Melzitta Davis answered the call to action. She
has devoted countless hours to ensuring we collect the
signatures needed to place this critical initiative on the
2026 ballot. An active participant in thevest in Ml Kids
challenges, Sister Davis has already earned $650 for her
efforts.

When asked why this work matters so deeply to her,
Melzitta explains that it is her civic duty and responsibility
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believes this ballot initiative is a way to support both
current educators and those entering the profession,
ensuring they have the resources necessary to meet the
needs of all Michigan kids.

Melzitta Davis has been a strong union advocate since th
very beginning of her career. She has served students in
Detroit Public Schools for more than 20 years, working at
schools across the city. Currently, she is an SXI teacher &
Charles R. Drew Transition Center.

We thank Sister Davis for her determination, leadership,
and commitment to getting this initiative on the ballot. She
truly leads by example.



Why Are We Being Un-Professionalizedy the White House?

We know this: Educators and health care workers are
professionals.

A proposal by Education Secretary Linda McMahon
woul d eli minate the nprof
degrees for nurses, physician assistants, physical
therapists, audiologists, architects, accountants, educatc
and social workers. This means the federal student loan:
available to these workers would be cut in half! If that
happens, many students will have to turn to private bank
which have higher rates than federal loans. This propos:
would make college less affordable at a time when we
should be investing in affordable and accessible educati
S0 everyone in America can have a pathway to success.

Graphic by Chantal Lay

The U.S. Department of Education proposed to stop labeling certain degrees as “professional,” resulting in loan limits.




The student debt crisis wil.l not be solved by making
and annual borrowing caps hit carebangers and graduate students hardest, especially as the cost of higher education
continues to rise. AFT is sorely disappointed that this administration chooses to pay for tax cuts for the wealthy by dev:
those who teach and heal our students and our patients. We should be investing in these professions, not making their
harder.

Education isn6t cheap, and by taking away the profes:
careers further out of reach for the next gener aturon.
communities, which are already facing massive shortages of healthcare workers, college and university faculty, and pu
employees.

For a more detailed explanation read this article by Aissa Canchola Bafiez, the Policy Director of Protect Borrowers, R

Weingarten, AFT National President, and Puneet Maharaj, Executive Director of National Nurses United:
What is all the Buzz About Nursing No Longer Being Designated as a Professional Program

PROTECT )

Reminder that this information applies to all
named professions, not just nursing

BORROWERS



https://protectborrowers.org/what-is-all-the-buzz-about-nursing-no-longer-being-designated-as-a-professional-program/?fbclid=IwY2xjawOj3GlleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETEwN29ySDRETHc1Z3pweVFBc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHoE8Ko1xmO0kzcFLv68zi9bChVIbVu6rZPd-7W7orbeoEk69lt5UHX-6HHTt_aem_AWl4V6SG5VjXKGsCDHB93w&link_id=12&can_id=02f69982a4a56ca3cd81fa74590e4ccc&source=email-aft-michigan-presidents-update-531&email_referrer=email_3013014&email_subject=aft-michigan-presidents-update&&

CALENDAR

> Schools Reopen 5 Executive Board 4:30 p.m. 5 Executive Board 4:30 p.m.

8 Executive Board 4:30 p.m. 10 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m. 10 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m.

13 DFT Retirees 11:30 a.m. 11 Count Day 11 PTC HS

13 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p-m. 13 DFT General Membership 4:30 p.m. 13 DFT General Membership 4:30 p.m
15 DFT General Membership 4:30 p.m. 1620 Schools Closed: Mid/inter 18 PTC

16 Q 2 ends 26 Early Childhood 5:00 p.m. 16 Al Chapter 6:00 p.m.

19 Schools.CIosed: MLK 17 PAC Committee 5:00 p.m.

20 Q 3 begins 19 Middle School Chapter 5:00 p.m.
20 PAC Committee 5:00 p.m. 19 ESE Chapter 5:30 p.m.

22 Middle School Chapter 5:00 p.m. 30-April 2 Schools Closed: Spring

22 ESE Chapter 5:30 p.m.

26 Districtwide PD

27 Report Cards

29 Early Childhood Chapter 5:00 p.m.

Datesandtimesare subjectto change.
DFTeventsare on website @ https://dft231.mi.aft.org/events
DPSClihformation canbe found@ https://www.detroitk12.org/



https://dft231.mi.aft.org/events
https://www.detroitk12.org/
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Work LocationsRepresentedNovember 20255eneralMembershipMeeting

Academy of Americas
AOA Logan
Adult Education
AL Holmes
Bennett
Bethune
Brenda Scott
Bunche

Burns

Burton

Carver

Cass Tech
Central HS

Charles Wright

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Clemente

Clippert

CMA

Cooke
Crockett
Davis Aerospace
Davison

DFT Office
DFT Retirees
DIA

DSA

Dossin

Drew

Duke Ellington
EIDC

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Edison
Edmonson
FLICS
Gardner
Golightly EC
Hamilton
Harms

Henry Ford
Jerry L. Wright
Law
Mackenzie
Marcus Garvey
Marquette
Marygrove
Moses Field

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Neinas
Noble
Northwestern
Palmer Park
Pasteur
PRMXA
Pershing
Priest
Renaissance
Schulze

SLP

Thirkell
Turning Point
Vernor
Virtual
Western



DFT Building Reps Come Together for Trainings

Bates Gardner

Bethune Golightly CTC
Blackwell Golightly EC

Bow JR King

Brenda Scott Mann

Bunche Mumford

Burns Nolan Q)
Cass Tech Palmer Park S
Charles Wright prRMXA

Cooke Priest

Davis AerospaceRenaissance

DSA Schulze

Dossin SHC

Drew _ Thirkell

Duke Ellington  Thurgood Marshall
EEVPA Wayne

Edmonson Western




DFT Building Reps Come Together for Trainings




DFT Building Reps Come Together for Trainings




DFT Building Reps Come Together for Trainings
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Work LocationsRepresenteddeember 2025GeneralMembershipMeeting

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Academy of Americas X Cody x Gardner x Nolan
AOA Logan x Coleman A Young x Golightly EC x Northwestern
Adult Education x CMA x Gompers x Palmer Park
Bagley x Cooke x Hamilton x Pastuer
Bates x Davis Aerospace x Harms x Pershing
Bethune x Davison x Hutchinson x Priest
Brenda Scott x DFT Office x Jerry L. Wright x Randolph
Bunche x DFT Retirees x Law x Renaissance
Burns x DIA x Lions Academy x Schulze
Burton x Drew x Mackenzie x Southeastern
Carstens X Duke Ellington x Marquette x SLP
Eatier x EIDC | | X Moses Field x  Thirkell
Cass Tech x East English Village =~ x Mumford x Turning Point
Central HS x Edison X Munger x \ernor

: X Edmonson X Neinas x \Wayne
U x Fisher x Noble x \Western

Clement e



Holiday Winners at the December General Membership Meeting




Holiday Winners at the December General Membership Meeting
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Candidates Speak to DFT Executive Board

Mike Duggan, the outgoing mayor of Detroit, is an independent candidate for Michigan governor. He spoke to the
executive board and expressed his views on public education in our state.



Candidates Speak to DFT Executive Board

Garlin Gilchrist, the lieutenant governor oMichgan, is a Democratic candidate for
Michigan governor. He spoke to the executive board and expressed his views on
public education in our state.




Candidates Speak to DFT Executive Board

Abdul El Sayed is a Democratic candidate for the US Senate. He spoke to the executive
board and expressed his views on public education in our state.




Candidates Speak to DFT General Membership
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Joselyn Benson, current Secretary of State, is a Democratic candidate for
governor of Michigan. She addressed the membership about her stance c
public education.



Candidates Speak to DFT General Membership




DFT Attends AFT Regional Conference

President Lakia WilsoaLumpkins = m—
and Executive Vice President made ‘ N RETTER LIFE
their way to Chicago in December to -, z

attend the AFT Great Lakes Regional AFeusrmicny
Leadership Meeting. They joined e Steamahens NOT ABANDON
nearly 40 other AFT Michigan 5 N G TevsT

leaders. The attendees listened as Rl S
President Wilson Lumpkins spoke ; R
about how the local has been e el DiMERRt D i
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building political engagement among
members.




Literacy Month at Central HS




Literacy Month at Central HS
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district-wide effort to promote a strong culture of

reading. This initiative is aimed to help students

become fluent readers, confident writers, and

thoughtful critical thinkers in grades 912. Students

cOt YW UOHIUIR2 I Wab6 IJRShikdsY 5 U Wbf LW
backpacks, and highquality literacy materials to

support their growth.




Happy Holidays From the DFT Retirees Chapter

The Retirees
enjoyed their
annual afternoon
luncheon/buffet
at Golightly CTC.
This is the last
year that these
students will be
serving this
lunch, as this
building is slated
for closure at the
end of the school
year. The
culinary arts
program is being
moved to
Pershing HS next
fall.




Happy Holidays From the DFT Retirees Chapter




