February 13, 2026

The Honorable Yvette D. Clarke

Chair of the Congressional Black Caucus
Congressional Black Caucus

45 Independence Avenue SW
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chair Clarke,

We, the UndocuBlack Network, African Communities Together, the National Action
Network, CAIR-MN, and the 125 undersigned immigration, civil rights, and faith-based
organizations write to condemn the Trump administration’s racialized campaign against Black
immigrant communities across the United States. The administration’s dismantling of Temporary
Protected Status (“TPS”) for majority Black countries, travel and visa bans, and most recently,
the persecution of Black refugee communities in Minnesota, represent a surgical targeting of
people who have worked tirelessly to build their and their families’ lives in the United States.
The Trump administration’s commitment to escalating tensions between federal law enforcement
and immigrant communities paints a grim picture of a white nationalist agenda. Rather than
isolated immigration policies, these actions are part of a longer history of federal systems being
used to surveil, criminalize, and exclude Black communities— including Black immigrants,
under the guise of public safety and national security.

Operation “Post-Admission Refugee Reverification and Integrity Strengthening”
(PARRIS), targets refugees in Minnesota for re-litigation of their refugee status, detention, and
deportation. This operation is not an isolated policy choice. It is part of a broader series of
anti-Black actions designed to collectively stigmatize and expel Black immigrant populations
that the administration has openly vilified.

Minnesota has welcomed over 100,000 refugees since 1970, with major arrivals from
Somalia, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Burma, and Ukraine. Black refugees
from African nations, particularly Somalia, constitute the largest single group of new arrivals to
Minnesota in recent years.! Under Operation PARRIS, previously-vetted refugees who fled
violence and persecution and found safety in the United States are being arrested, sent to
detention facilities out of state, far from their families, attorneys, and support systems, to be
subjected to “intensive verification” Re-opening determinations years after arrival is
extraordinary, unlawful, and rooted in racialized suspicion rather than evidence.

' Somali refugees represented 42.4 percent of refugees resettled in the last fiscal year. Refugees from the
DRC and Ethiopia represented an additional 6.1 percent and 5.1 percent, respectively.



https://capitalandmain.com/amid-the-violent-minnesota-raids-ice-arrests-over-100-refugees-ships-many-to-texas
https://mnchurches.org/what-we-do/refugee-services/about-refugees
https://rcusa.org/news-and-media/rcusa-condemns-operation-parris-and-administrations-escalation-of-harm-and-enforcement-actions-targeting-refugees-immigrants-and-u-s-citizens/
https://map.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/locations/minnesota/#:~:text=Top%20Countries%20of%20Origin%20for%20Refugees%20Resettled%20in%20the%20last,3%2C580
https://map.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/locations/minnesota/#:~:text=Top%20Countries%20of%20Origin%20for%20Refugees%20Resettled%20in%20the%20last,3%2C580

Federal immigration authorities have already detained approximately 100 Somali
refugees transporting many of them to detention facilities in Texas. Some have been held at Fort
Bliss,”. which houses the largest detention center in the United States. The conditions at Fort
Bliss are abhorrent. There have been reports of abuse, medical neglect, unsanitary conditions
and three reported deaths since December 2025. Detainees transferred to the facility from
Minnesota have been denied visitation and access to attorneys, further limiting oversight and
accountability at the facility.

The Trump administration’s persecution of Black immigrant communities is not limited
to Minnesota. On January 14, the Department of State announced that it will suspend the
issuance of immigrant visas to nationals of 75 countries, with the ban taking effect on January
21, 2026. This move once again overwhelmingly targets Black and Muslim-majority nations.
African countries are the most heavily represented on the banned list, with 39 African
nationalities affected, approximately 70 percent of all African countries. Nearly 90 percent of
African immigrant visa applicants would be barred under this policy. Similarly, eleven of the
thirteen sovereign Caribbean states—about 85 % —are on the banned list.* Framed as a measure
to prevent immigrants from becoming a “public charge,” the suspension relies on sweeping and
unsubstantiated assumptions about entire nationalities, labeling certain countries as “high risk”
without transparent criteria or evidence.In practice, the policy imposes race- and
nationality-based barriers to lawful immigration, disproportionately harming African immigrants
who are already subject to heightened scrutiny and discriminatory enforcement.*

The consequences are severe. Families are being separated. Communities are being
destroyed because their members are being disappeared into detention. Critical resources
necessary for sustaining the livelihood of Black refugee families are being halted. And finally,
legal statuses that were secured through rigorous refugee processing are being retroactively
undermined. The Trump administration is setting a dangerous legal precedent that may threaten
the rights of every individual in the U.S. regardless of citizenship or immigrant status. Black
refugee communities in Minnesota, who contribute deeply to the social, economic, and civic life
of the state, are being cast as a security threat rather than recognized as neighbors, workers,
voters, caregivers, entrepreneurs, and community leaders.

We urge members of the Congressional Black Caucus to use their leadership, oversight
authority and committee roles to :

2 Fort Bliss is a military base and former internment camp used to detain Japanese Americans during
World War I1.

3 The proportion is calculated from the 13 United Nations-recognised Caribbean sovereign states, of
which 11 appear on the January 2026 visa-ban list.

4 A recent report finds that U.S. immigration enforcement tools such as metering and expedited removal
disproportionately harm Black migrants and Black immigrants face longer detentions, higher bonds,
higher parole-denial rates, and greater use of solitary confinement (p. 5).


https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/13/us/ice-arrests-refugees-minnesota.html?unlocked_article_code=1.EVA.uWz-.80tu1PFzgKtE&smid=nytcore-ios-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/13/us/ice-arrests-refugees-minnesota.html?unlocked_article_code=1.EVA.uWz-.80tu1PFzgKtE&smid=nytcore-ios-share
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/20/nx-s1-5682238/concerns-about-conditions-at-texas-detention-center-grow-after-3-die-in-custody
https://sahanjournal.com/news-partners/third-death-suicide-ice-custody-camp-east-montana-el-paso-texas-fort-bliss/
https://www.cnn.com/2026/01/14/politics/us-suspending-immigrant-visa-processing-75-countries
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/News/visas-news/immigrant-visa-processing-updates-for-nationalities-at-high-risk-of-public-benefits-usage.html
https://www.cato.org/blog/new-ban-hits-half-legal-immigrants-even-citizens-spouses-kids
https://www.cato.org/blog/new-ban-hits-half-legal-immigrants-even-citizens-spouses-kids
https://www.hhs.gov/press-room/hhs-freezes-child-care-family-assistance-grants-five-states-fraud-concerns.html#:~:text=The%20funding%20freeze%20amplifies%20ACF%27s,any%20federal%20payment%20is%20released.
https://baji.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/IAHCR-REPORT-2.pdf
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/News/visas-news/immigrant-visa-processing-updates-for-nationalities-at-high-risk-of-public-benefits-usage.html

1. Call for an immediate halt to Operation PARRIS and the release of all individuals
detained under the operation;

2. Conduct oversight visits to ICE detention facilities holding Black immigrants, including
refugees detained under Operation PARRIS;

3. Restrict funding for immigration enforcement actions, joint task forces, detention and
harmful DHS surveillance and intelligence programs;

4. Call for the reinstatement and continued protection of TPS for Somalia, Ethiopia, South
Sudan, Haiti, and Cameroon;

5. Investigate the administration’s discriminatory targeting of Somali and other Black
refugee communities; and

6. Expand legal, humanitarian, and community support for impacted individuals through
robust in district constituent services, letters of support and Member- level engagement
with ICE when needed.

Anti-Blackness and racialized immigration enforcement have long been used to divide
communities and silence dissent. These actions cannot be understood solely through an
immigration lens. They are rooted in a much longer history of criminalization and expulsion in
the United States.They are consistent with historical patterns of Black communities being
subjected to heightened surveillance, detention, disenfranchisement, and displacement.This is
anti-Black state violence carried out through the machinery of the immigration system. It targets
Somali, Ethiopian, and Congolese refugees who are not simply “an immigrant population.” They
are Black refugee communities, many of whom are also Muslim, who are being explicitly
singled out for expulsion.

We urge members of the Congressional Black Caucus to be in solidarity with Black
migrants in this critical moment. The CBC has long served as a moral leader in advancing civil
rights, and this moment calls for that leadership once again in defense of Black immigrant
communities. Congressional action is urgently needed.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

The UndocuBlack Network

African Communities Together (ACT)
National Action Network

CAIR-MN

A. Philip Randolph Institute (APRI)

ACLU/ American Civil Liberties Union
Adhikaar for Human Rights and Social Justice



Afghans For A Better Tomorrow

African Bureau for Immigration & Social Affairs
African Human Rights Coalition

African Public Affairs Committee

Afrikana

Al Otro Lado

Alianza Americas

Alianza Americas

American Friends Service Committee (AFSC)
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC)
Amnesty International USA

Arab American Family Services

ARISE Consulting Inc

Asian Americans Advancing Justice | Chicago
ASISTA

AVAN Immigrant Services

Ayuda

Bend the Arc: Jewish Action

Beyond Survival

Black Alliance for Just Immigration

Black LGBTQIA+ Migrant Project (BLMP)
Border Network for Human Rights

Borderlands Resource Initiative

BPNC

Brighton Park Neighborhood Council

Brighton Park Neighborhood Council

Care in Action

CASA

Center for Gender & Refugee Studies (CGRS)
Center for Law and Social Policy

Center for Victims of Torture

Chicago Alliance Against Racist and Political Repression
Children's Defense Fund

Church World Service

Climate Refugees

Co-Redes Negras for Peace and Justice
Coalicion de Derechos Humanos

Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights (CHIRLA)
Coalition of Black Trade Unionists

Coalition to Abolish Slavery and Trafficking



Communities United for Status & Protection (CUSP)
Community Legal Services in East Palo Alto

Detention Watch Network

East Bay Sanctuary Covenant

Enlace Chicago

Envision Freedom Fund

Family Action Network Movement

Florence Immigrant & Refugee Rights Project

Florida Immigrant Coalition

Freedom for Immigrants (FFI)

Freedom Scholars Learning Center, Inc.

Friends Committee on National Legislation

Global Justice Clinic, NYU School of Law
Grantmakers Concerned with Immigrants and Refugees
Grassroots Leadership

Haitian Bridge Alliance

Haitian Women for Haitian Refugees

HANA Center

Hands United

Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights
Immigrant Defenders Law Center

Immigrant Legal Resource Center

Immigrant Legal Resource Center

Immigration Center for Women and Children
Immigration Equality

Immigration Law & Justice Network

Indivisible Chicago-South Side

International Refugee Assistance Project

Jewish Activists for Immigration Justice of Western MA
Jewish Council on Urban Affairs

Just Neighbors

Labor Council for Latin American Advancement (LCLAA)
Louisiana Organization for Refugees and Immigrants
LOUISIANA ORGANIZATION FOR REFUGEES AND IMMIGRANTS
Mano a Mano Family Resource Center

Mauritanian Network for Human Rights /US
Mennonite Central Committee U.S.

Michigan Immigrant Rights Center

Muslim Advocates

Muslims for Just Futures



NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. (LDF)
National Alliance Against Racist and Political Repression
National Asian Pacific American Women's Forum
National Association of Social Workers

National Black Harm Reduction Network (NBHRN)
National Day Laborer Organizing Network (NDLON)
National Immigration Law Center

National Immigration Project

National LGBTQ Task Force Action Fund

National Partnership for New Americans

National Urban League

NCNW

New Jersey Alliance for Immigrant Justice

New York Immigration Coalition (NYIC)

Nigerian Center

Nolef Turns

Oasis Legal Services

Ohio Immigrant Alliance

OPAWL - Building AAPI Feminist Leadership

Palenque LSNA

Presente.or

Pride At Work, AFL-CIO

Quixote Center

Robert & Ethel Kennedy Human Rights Center

Service Employees International Union (SEIU)

Services Immigrant Rights & Education

South Asian American Justice Collaborative

Southeast Dignity Not Detention Coalition

Southwest Suburban Immigrant Project

Southwest Suburban Immigrant Project (SSIP CHICAGO)
Survivor Justice Center

Texas Black Migrant Ecosystem

The Advocates for Human Rights

The Sisters of Mercy of the Americas

Ujima, The National Center on Violence Against Women in the Black Community
United African Organization (UAO)

United We Dream Network

We Are All America (WAAA)

Welcome With Dignity Campaign

Witness at the Border


http://presente.org

Young Center for Immigrant Children's Rights
Youngstown Area Interfaith Prayer Group



