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A Round of Applause for DFT
Members!

We extend our heartfelt gratitude for the
hard work, dedication, and care you bring
to your role each and every day. Whether in
the classroom, clinic, counseling sessions,
home visits, cafeteria, or any other
position you serve, every one of the job
classifications we represent contributes to
the success of our students.

Thank you for going above and beyond to
ensure our students receive the high-
quality education they rightfully deserve.
Your commitment does not go unnoticed,
and your impact is immeasurable.

We are proud to be on the same
T.E.A.M.—the DFTT.E.A.M.

CERTIFICATE

OF APPRECIATION

THIS CERTIFICATE IS PRESENTED TO

Presented in recognition of exceptional dedication and measurable
success in improving graduation and attendance rates, while
accelerating student growth in mathematics and reading to
positively impact student success and overall academic excellence.
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Do you know
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author, and
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Sonia Hill, a paraprofessional at Nolan, appreciated the opportunity to showcase projects from the art class.



Detroit School of the Arts




Academy of the Americas



Schulze Academy for Technology and Arts

= THE ESSENCE OF
SR BEAUTIFUL BLACKNESS e

DRUMS OF AFRICA STILL
BEAT IN MY HEART.
s

IF TRERE IS WO
STRUGGLE, THERE IS N
PROGRESS.

e

REMIND YOURSELF,
NOBODY'S BUILT LIKE
YOU. YOU DESIGH
YOURSELF.

THE FUTURE BELONGS TO
THOSE WHO PREPARE FOR
1T TODAY.
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Charles Drew Transition Center
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Pioneered blood
preservation
techniques that led to
thousands of lifesaving
blood donations
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Frederick Pouglass
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“lalways made
sure I did things
Just right, to set
an example for
other people
who were
coming behind
me, especially
women.”
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IF YOU SIGNED THE INVEST IN Ml KIDS
PETITION BEFORE OCTOBER I°", WE NEED
YOU TO

WE BEGAN A NEW 180-
DAY SIGNING WINDOW IN
OCTOBER, AND
SIGNATURES BEFORE
THAT ARE NO LONGER
| VALID

PLEASE EMAIL

TO FIND A PLACE TO SIGN
AGAIN NEAR YOU

We will be extending our campaign into early April. We only
have 180 days in which we can submit signatures, which
means signatures collected in August and September will
not be used.

PLEASE MAKE SURE ANYONE WHO SIGNED THEN SIGNS
AGAIN! /fyou or others aren't sure, it's okay for them to re-sign.
Double signatures will be not be invalidated.

We will be sharing updates like that one and our updated numbers
at our next all-volunteer call on March 12 @ 6-7PM on Zoom.

Petitions are available at the DFT Office and the General
Membership Meetings.


https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm39JGlrTZhaQOn73vxoYRRcVdZI1wDTBQtvp0cKdg41FBh0yj1vuHINHNvSPNx0ke2eqEUz50_g2gbppcDQa59nDZfn9OdN1nhxlw4KkIt2fagaggN7ZLEX-9-tNVcBcTJ3h0zCIedJOONsdWca8T4yqklOX6IL_C-yxuFrP7T3e9kg3vSPr-Flid4E7h5u8UyUMZjwa_xh1bIWQJWnwvpp2fPhu-z7YA9-YfFwVqtjeTdbMXlPYpT66_jWyoh6396MWk18Hz1H1a7tVEBJcs5UNYJc0eTbtWswjbyZ_nlvxNkN78C8yPRI_KdPnemchbqj_qVd878RO9aAXnaOnfuaKljdenxRlLdvuE5dtXNPCXoJjqpL-jR4Ve3z20fitLig/4og/haxyHtOKSse1YF_wNnOCjg/h6/h001.yvMujRR3wBIIfaGYLRyCWgHZux9jjmw4N6kddvjcMlU
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm39JGlrTZhaQOn73vxoYRRcVdZI1wDTBQtvp0cKdg41FBh0yj1vuHINHNvSPNx0ke2eqEUz50_g2gbppcDQa59nDZfn9OdN1nhxlw4KkIt2fagaggN7ZLEX-9-tNVcBcTJ3h0zCIedJOONsdWca8T4yqklOX6IL_C-yxuFrP7T3e9kg3vSPr-Flid4E7h5u8UyUMZjwa_xh1bIWQJWnwvpp2fPhu-z7YA9-YfFwVqtjeTdbMXlPYpT66_jWyoh6396MWk18Hz1H1a7tVEBJcs5UNYJc0eTbtWswjbyZ_nlvxNkN78C8yPRI_KdPnemchbqj_qVd878RO9aAXnaOnfuaKljdenxRlLdvuE5dtXNPCXoJjqpL-jR4Ve3z20fitLig/4og/haxyHtOKSse1YF_wNnOCjg/h6/h001.yvMujRR3wBIIfaGYLRyCWgHZux9jjmw4N6kddvjcMlU
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm39JGlrTZhaQOn73vxoYRRcVdZI1wDTBQtvp0cKdg41FBh0yj1vuHINHNvSPNx0ke2ci01veywtnRUbqsKImJCT8AhexF__-CYLx8Vj0OGizELm8-MgFHCWWQqlcXWBzcd9u0NnBuc17seNnCzZ3UIWolph_GcH2ySyh0Tu8JEbQxMnNIydhD56U9AXVujB6O8pkhww8oRdnUsKDWGXu7Y3SHApa1iLi56zIocqr_dmzrkT81LmHPN737HoxZKw0eNPJ2blqCvKbKm0Rax4gWmjIUTw9uq_KY4vrlL9UBfxQRFjaicrkLOHdtYS6FIH2bdOdK4fFlGaqd6smS4nqehQ7Ob9x7YppyefymqlzcaHuwbPTQ9D3lDZcPjZQpyvXKrQ/4og/haxyHtOKSse1YF_wNnOCjg/h7/h001.RTvAW_PJZZRRbPXT5TSAQ6zLHOOi-DGswIl7ng_5szI
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm39JGlrTZhaQOn73vxoYRRcVdZI1wDTBQtvp0cKdg41FBh0yj1vuHINHNvSPNx0ke2ci01veywtnRUbqsKImJCT8AhexF__-CYLx8Vj0OGizELm8-MgFHCWWQqlcXWBzcd9u0NnBuc17seNnCzZ3UIWolph_GcH2ySyh0Tu8JEbQxMnNIydhD56U9AXVujB6O8pkhww8oRdnUsKDWGXu7Y3SHApa1iLi56zIocqr_dmzrkT81LmHPN737HoxZKw0eNPJ2blqCvKbKm0Rax4gWmjIUTw9uq_KY4vrlL9UBfxQRFjaicrkLOHdtYS6FIH2bdOdK4fFlGaqd6smS4nqehQ7Ob9x7YppyefymqlzcaHuwbPTQ9D3lDZcPjZQpyvXKrQ/4og/haxyHtOKSse1YF_wNnOCjg/h7/h001.RTvAW_PJZZRRbPXT5TSAQ6zLHOOi-DGswIl7ng_5szI
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm39JGlrTZhaQOn73vxoYRRcVdZI1wDTBQtvp0cKdg41FBh0yj1vuHINHNvSPNx0ke2ci01veywtnRUbqsKImJCT8AhexF__-CYLx8Vj0OGizELm8-MgFHCWWQqlcXWBzcd9u0NnBuc17seNnCzZ3UIWolph_GcH2ySyh0Tu8JEbQxMnNIydhD56U9AXVujB6O8pkhww8oRdnUsKDWGXu7Y3SHApa1iLi56zIocqr_dmzrkT81LmHPN737HoxZKw0eNPJ2blqCvKbKm0Rax4gWmjIUTw9uq_KY4vrlL9UBfxQRFjaicrkLOHdtYS6FIH2bdOdK4fFlGaqd6smS4nqehQ7Ob9x7YppyefymqlzcaHuwbPTQ9D3lDZcPjZQpyvXKrQ/4og/haxyHtOKSse1YF_wNnOCjg/h7/h001.RTvAW_PJZZRRbPXT5TSAQ6zLHOOi-DGswIl7ng_5szI
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm39JGlrTZhaQOn73vxoYRRcVdZI1wDTBQtvp0cKdg41FBh0yj1vuHINHNvSPNx0ke2ci01veywtnRUbqsKImJCT8AhexF__-CYLx8Vj0OGizELm8-MgFHCWWQqlcXWBzcd9u0NnBuc17seNnCzZ3UIWolph_GcH2ySyh0Tu8JEbQxMnNIydhD56U9AXVujB6O8pkhww8oRdnUsKDWGXu7Y3SHApa1iLi56zIocqr_dmzrkT81LmHPN737HoxZKw0eNPJ2blqCvKbKm0Rax4gWmjIUTw9uq_KY4vrlL9UBfxQRFjaicrkLOHdtYS6FIH2bdOdK4fFlGaqd6smS4nqehQ7Ob9x7YppyefymqlzcaHuwbPTQ9D3lDZcPjZQpyvXKrQ/4og/haxyHtOKSse1YF_wNnOCjg/h7/h001.RTvAW_PJZZRRbPXT5TSAQ6zLHOOi-DGswIl7ng_5szI
https://investinmikids.org/pr-detroit-boe

Dates and times are subject to change.
DFT events are on website @ https://dft231.mi.aft.org/events.
DPSCD information can be found @ https://www.detroitk12.org/



https://dft231.mi.aft.org/events
https://www.detroitk12.org/

Member Spotlight: Donella Young from Drew

The DFT is pleased to congratulate one of our own! Donella Young was
named Michigan Council for Exceptional Children (MCEC) Teacher of the
Year for 2026.

She has proudly served with the district for 26 years and currently teaches at
Drew Transition Center, where she leads a vocational Flower Shop & Caf¢
program for young adults ages 18—26 with special needs. Through hands-on,
real-world job training, she helps students build independence, confidence,
and employability skills that prepare them for life beyond the classroom.
She is a proud DFT member. Why is being a union member important? She
says it ensures that educators have a voice, protection, and professional
respect. Our union advocates for fair working conditions, equitable resources
for students, and the dignity of our profession. When we stand together, we
are stronger not only for ourselves, but for the students and communities we
serve.
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Here’s a short Facebook video of the award presentation: Michigan CEC
Award Presentation



https://www.facebook.com/reel/27012178998371100
https://www.facebook.com/reel/27012178998371100
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Work Locations Represented February 2026 General Membership Meeting

% Academy of Americas

% AOA Logan
% Bagley

+ Bates

% Bethune

¢ Brenda Scott
+ Brewer

¢ Bunche
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% Central HS
% Charles Wright
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% Clippert
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» DFT Office
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% East English Village
% Edmonson
% Fisher
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Gardner % Pasteur
Golightly EC % Priest
Hamilton % Randolph CTC
Harms % Schulze
Hutchinson % Southeastern
Jerry L. Wright % SLP

Law % Thirkell
Mackenzie * Vernor
Marquette < Wayne
Marygrove % Western
Moses Field

Neinas

Noble



— -

\
ok A

AFT NATIONAL PRESIDENT VISITS DETROIT

Randi Weingarten recently spent a

morning touring Breithaupt CTE (which
coincided with February’s Career and
Technical Education Month). AFT is a
supporter of CTE programs which supports
engaging and relevant opportunities to help
students prepare for their future. On the tour
she saw cosmetology, auto repair,
mechatronics, welding and the print shop.
Afterwards there was a roundtable, a private
conference held with Union members,
parents, community groups and school
administrators who are experiencing the
firsthand effects of the recent changes in
immigration status and ICE.









It was a chilly morning in Detroit, so of course we
presented her with one of our red apple wool DFT caps, which
she appreciated.




95 Years and Stlll Gomg Strong’
Solldarlty Forever.

< _Members enjoged_é sweet treat atthe Februarg C'ener_a;l _Membership Me_eti_tig‘. .

© Abrief history of the DFT can be read here: hitps://dft23.mi.aft.org/about-us =



https://dft231.mi.aft.org/about-us
https://dft231.mi.aft.org/about-us
https://dft231.mi.aft.org/about-us

ORGANIZING FELLOWS HARD AT WORK WITH AFT

While we were enjoying our mid-winter break, two of our Organizing Fellows were hard at work. Quanita Cunningham and NiJaia Bradley
participated in the Organizing Essential Skills Training at AFT Headquarters in Washington D.C. Each day was packed with little time for
breaks, but they were able to find a moment one night for sightseeing at the Lincoln Memorial.



guse 24
BB ‘
Bhe,
‘A_AL

Detroit International
Academy for Young Women

OF NiJaia Bradley




REMINDERS
“» DUES/MEMBERSHIP CONCERNS

Contact an Organizing Fellow: West Side locations handled by Nathaniel Horn; East Side locations handled by NiJaia Bradley, for
Paras, Food Service and NHAs, contact Quanita Cunningham. You may also contact Office Assistant, Mae Winters.

“* ADDRESS, EMAIL, PHONE NUMBER CHANGES

Please make sure your correct personal email, home address and telephone number are on file with the DFT Office. If you change it
with the district, that information is not sent to the Union Office. You may send corrections to dues@dft231.com. We are not

allowed to send communications to your DPSCD email address.

¢ SEPARATION FROM THE DISTRICT

Itis the member's responsibility to notify the DFT Office when you separate from the district, whether resignation or retirement or
Please contact an Organizing Fellow or the Office Assistant, Mae Winters.

¢ CHECK TO SEE IF YOUR CERTIFICATION EXPIRES IN 2026

You should be making plans to have your requirements fulfilled. The state is now accepting your credentials. More information
can be found by logging on to your account at https://mdoe.state.mi.us/moecs/login.aspx.

ALL DFT CONTACTS ARE ON THE LAST PAGE OF THIS DOCUMENT



mailto:dues@dft231.com
https://mdoe.state.mi.us/moecs/login.aspx?link_id=2&can_id=02f69982a4a56ca3cd81fa74590e4ccc&source=email-weekly-notes-december-19-january-8-2023&email_referrer=&email_subject=weekly-notes-december-19-january-8-2023&link_id=6&can_id=02f69982a4a56ca3cd81fa74590e4ccc&email_referrer=&email_subject=weekly-notes-january-9-15-2023&link_id=1&can_id=02f69982a4a56ca3cd81fa74590e4ccc&email_referrer=&email_subject=weekly-notes-january-16-22-2023&link_id=5&can_id=02f69982a4a56ca3cd81fa74590e4ccc&email_referrer=&email_subject=weekly-notes-january-23-30-2023&link_id=5&can_id=02f69982a4a56ca3cd81fa74590e4ccc&email_referrer=&email_subject=weekly-notes-february-6-february-12-2023&link_id=7&can_id=02f69982a4a56ca3cd81fa74590e4ccc&email_referrer=&email_subject=weekly-notes-february-13-20-2023&link_id=1&can_id=02f69982a4a56ca3cd81fa74590e4ccc&email_referrer=&email_subject=weekly-notes-february-27-march-5-2023-pslf-survey&link_id=1&can_id=02f69982a4a56ca3cd81fa74590e4ccc&email_referrer=&email_subject=weekly-notes-march-6-13-2023-committee-survey&link_id=4&can_id=02f69982a4a56ca3cd81fa74590e4ccc&email_referrer=&email_subject=weekly-notes-for-march-13-2023&link_id=2&can_id=02f69982a4a56ca3cd81fa74590e4ccc&email_referrer=&email_subject=weekly-notes-november-27-2023
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VIEWING PAYROLL COMPENSATION HISTORY

. Log in to PeopleSoft with your DPSCD

credentials.

. Click on the Compass icon in the top

right corner to open the Nav Bar. A
drop-down menu will appear.

Click on Navigator icon.

Click on Self Service.

Click on Payroll and Compensation.
Click on Compensation History.

View your current salary with its location
on the DFT Salary Schedule.

REMINDERS

ABOUT YOUR RIGHTS

If you are called to a meeting with management that you suspect will be disciplinary in nature you have the right to
request union representation under the U. S. Supreme Court ruling, NLRB v. Weingarten.

If in a meeting with management you are questioned to obtain information and you have reasonable apprehension
that your answers could be used as a basis for discipline or other adverse action, it is your responsibility to ask to
reschedule the meeting or resume when your union representative is present. If you choose to remain you may refuse
to answer.

If you are in a situation where Weingarten may apply, read or present the statement exactly as outlined below.

WEINGARTEN RIGHTS

If this interview could in any way lead to my being disciplined or terminated, or
affect my personal working conditions, I respectfully request that my union be
present at this meeting. Until my representative arrives, I choose not to participate
in this discussion.
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CONTACT INFO FOR DFT STAFF

https://dft231.mi.aft.org/contact-us

Lakia Wilson-Lumpkins, President, 313-875-6788, LWilson@dft231.com
Jason Posey, Executive Vice President, 313-875-6786, JPosey(@dft231.com

Karin Whittler, Labor Affairs Administrator, 313-875-6776, K Whittler(@dft231.com East Side locations (east of Woodward),
Cass Tech, DSA, Burton

Felecia Slappy, Labor Affairs Administrator, 313-875-6780, FSlappy(@dfi231.com, West Side Locations, (West of Woodward),
Greenfield Union

Jacqueline Washington, Labor Affairs Administrator, 313-875-6789, JWashington(@dft231.com, Paras, Food Service, NHA

NiJaia Bradley, Organizing Fellow, 313-875-6775, NBradley(@dfi231.com, East Side Locations/DFT
Nathaniel Horn, Organizing Fellow, 313-875-6775, NHorn(@dft231.com, West Side Locations/ DFT
Quanita Cunningham, Organizing Fellow, 313-875-6789, QCunningham(@dft231.com, Paras, Food Service, NHA

Patrick Falcusan, Retirement Counselor and Financial Analyst, 313-875-6783, PFalcusan(@dft231.com

Mae Winters, Office Assistant, 313-875-3500 press 6, MWinters@dft231.com

Vida Bonacci, Communications Specialist, 313-875-3500, VBonacci@dft231.com



https://dft231.mi.aft.org/contact-us
https://dft231.mi.aft.org/contact-us
https://dft231.mi.aft.org/contact-us
mailto:LWilson@dft231.com
mailto:JPosey@dft231.com
mailto:KWhittler@dft231.com
mailto:FSlappy@dft231.com
mailto:JWashington@dft231.com
mailto:NBradley@dft231.com
mailto:NHorn@dft231.com
mailto:QCunningham@dft231.com
mailto:PFalcusan@dft231.com
mailto:MWinters@dft231.com
mailto:VBonacci@dft231.com
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