


A Round of Applause for DFT 
Members!

We extend our heartfelt gratitude for the 
hard work, dedication, and care you bring 
to your role each and every day. Whether in 
the classroom, clinic,  counseling sessions, 
home visits, cafeteria, or any other 
position you serve, every one of the job 
classifications we represent contributes to 
the success of our students.
Thank you for going above and beyond to 
ensure our students receive the high-
quality education they rightfully deserve. 
Your commitment  does not go unnoticed, 
and your impact is immeasurable.

We are proud  to be on the same 
T.E.A.M.уthe DFT T.E.A.M.



From the Pen of the 
DFT Treasurer

Rodney Fresh

Why is it important to study Black History?

Black history means so much to me. As a kid, I had a thirst for history 
especially Black history. I fell in love with figures like Stokely Carmichael 
and Muhammad Ali. Those who came before me inspire me to continue 
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his spirit that has empowered me to speak before members of Congress 
ċŰĬШƚĲƖƻĲШŸŰШƣőĲШ [ÑШ ŉƖŔĦċŰШ ůĲƖŔĦċŰШ9ŸůůŔƣƣĲĲЮШљ~ǃШŸŰĲШŸŉШůǃШŉċƻŸƖŔƣĲШ
ƕƨŸƣĲШŉƖŸůШ ũŔЯШљService to others is the rent you pay for your room here 
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
DISPLAYS AROUND THE 

DISTRICT



More From Harms



Sonia Hill, a paraprofessional at Nolan, appreciated the opportunity to showcase projects from the art class.



Detroit School of the Arts



Bow EM

Academy of the Americas



Schulze Academy for Technology and Arts



Charles Drew Transition Center









Thirkell  EM







Vernor EM



We will be extending our campaign into early April. We only 
have 180 days in which we can submit signatures, which 
means signatures collected in August and September will 
not be used.

PLEASE MAKE SURE ANYONE WHO SIGNED THEN SIGNS 
AGAIN!If you or others aren't sure, it's okay for them to re-sign. 
Double signatures will be not be invalidated.

We will be sharing updates like that one and our updated numbers 
at our next all-volunteer call onMarch 12 @ 6-7PM on Zoom.RSVP 
here!

Petitions are available at the DFT Office and the General 
Membership Meetings. 

RSVP TO OUR NEXT ALL-VOLUNTEER CALL FOR CAMPAIGN 
UPDATES

https://investinmikids.org/

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm39JGlrTZhaQOn73vxoYRRcVdZI1wDTBQtvp0cKdg41FBh0yj1vuHINHNvSPNx0ke2eqEUz50_g2gbppcDQa59nDZfn9OdN1nhxlw4KkIt2fagaggN7ZLEX-9-tNVcBcTJ3h0zCIedJOONsdWca8T4yqklOX6IL_C-yxuFrP7T3e9kg3vSPr-Flid4E7h5u8UyUMZjwa_xh1bIWQJWnwvpp2fPhu-z7YA9-YfFwVqtjeTdbMXlPYpT66_jWyoh6396MWk18Hz1H1a7tVEBJcs5UNYJc0eTbtWswjbyZ_nlvxNkN78C8yPRI_KdPnemchbqj_qVd878RO9aAXnaOnfuaKljdenxRlLdvuE5dtXNPCXoJjqpL-jR4Ve3z20fitLig/4og/haxyHtOKSse1YF_wNnOCjg/h6/h001.yvMujRR3wBIIfaGYLRyCWgHZux9jjmw4N6kddvjcMlU
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm39JGlrTZhaQOn73vxoYRRcVdZI1wDTBQtvp0cKdg41FBh0yj1vuHINHNvSPNx0ke2eqEUz50_g2gbppcDQa59nDZfn9OdN1nhxlw4KkIt2fagaggN7ZLEX-9-tNVcBcTJ3h0zCIedJOONsdWca8T4yqklOX6IL_C-yxuFrP7T3e9kg3vSPr-Flid4E7h5u8UyUMZjwa_xh1bIWQJWnwvpp2fPhu-z7YA9-YfFwVqtjeTdbMXlPYpT66_jWyoh6396MWk18Hz1H1a7tVEBJcs5UNYJc0eTbtWswjbyZ_nlvxNkN78C8yPRI_KdPnemchbqj_qVd878RO9aAXnaOnfuaKljdenxRlLdvuE5dtXNPCXoJjqpL-jR4Ve3z20fitLig/4og/haxyHtOKSse1YF_wNnOCjg/h6/h001.yvMujRR3wBIIfaGYLRyCWgHZux9jjmw4N6kddvjcMlU
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm39JGlrTZhaQOn73vxoYRRcVdZI1wDTBQtvp0cKdg41FBh0yj1vuHINHNvSPNx0ke2ci01veywtnRUbqsKImJCT8AhexF__-CYLx8Vj0OGizELm8-MgFHCWWQqlcXWBzcd9u0NnBuc17seNnCzZ3UIWolph_GcH2ySyh0Tu8JEbQxMnNIydhD56U9AXVujB6O8pkhww8oRdnUsKDWGXu7Y3SHApa1iLi56zIocqr_dmzrkT81LmHPN737HoxZKw0eNPJ2blqCvKbKm0Rax4gWmjIUTw9uq_KY4vrlL9UBfxQRFjaicrkLOHdtYS6FIH2bdOdK4fFlGaqd6smS4nqehQ7Ob9x7YppyefymqlzcaHuwbPTQ9D3lDZcPjZQpyvXKrQ/4og/haxyHtOKSse1YF_wNnOCjg/h7/h001.RTvAW_PJZZRRbPXT5TSAQ6zLHOOi-DGswIl7ng_5szI
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm39JGlrTZhaQOn73vxoYRRcVdZI1wDTBQtvp0cKdg41FBh0yj1vuHINHNvSPNx0ke2ci01veywtnRUbqsKImJCT8AhexF__-CYLx8Vj0OGizELm8-MgFHCWWQqlcXWBzcd9u0NnBuc17seNnCzZ3UIWolph_GcH2ySyh0Tu8JEbQxMnNIydhD56U9AXVujB6O8pkhww8oRdnUsKDWGXu7Y3SHApa1iLi56zIocqr_dmzrkT81LmHPN737HoxZKw0eNPJ2blqCvKbKm0Rax4gWmjIUTw9uq_KY4vrlL9UBfxQRFjaicrkLOHdtYS6FIH2bdOdK4fFlGaqd6smS4nqehQ7Ob9x7YppyefymqlzcaHuwbPTQ9D3lDZcPjZQpyvXKrQ/4og/haxyHtOKSse1YF_wNnOCjg/h7/h001.RTvAW_PJZZRRbPXT5TSAQ6zLHOOi-DGswIl7ng_5szI
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm39JGlrTZhaQOn73vxoYRRcVdZI1wDTBQtvp0cKdg41FBh0yj1vuHINHNvSPNx0ke2ci01veywtnRUbqsKImJCT8AhexF__-CYLx8Vj0OGizELm8-MgFHCWWQqlcXWBzcd9u0NnBuc17seNnCzZ3UIWolph_GcH2ySyh0Tu8JEbQxMnNIydhD56U9AXVujB6O8pkhww8oRdnUsKDWGXu7Y3SHApa1iLi56zIocqr_dmzrkT81LmHPN737HoxZKw0eNPJ2blqCvKbKm0Rax4gWmjIUTw9uq_KY4vrlL9UBfxQRFjaicrkLOHdtYS6FIH2bdOdK4fFlGaqd6smS4nqehQ7Ob9x7YppyefymqlzcaHuwbPTQ9D3lDZcPjZQpyvXKrQ/4og/haxyHtOKSse1YF_wNnOCjg/h7/h001.RTvAW_PJZZRRbPXT5TSAQ6zLHOOi-DGswIl7ng_5szI
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.qUXRBnqZ7T8nxbpAcIVwoUsWLkUMWlo_0JmZttSlm39JGlrTZhaQOn73vxoYRRcVdZI1wDTBQtvp0cKdg41FBh0yj1vuHINHNvSPNx0ke2ci01veywtnRUbqsKImJCT8AhexF__-CYLx8Vj0OGizELm8-MgFHCWWQqlcXWBzcd9u0NnBuc17seNnCzZ3UIWolph_GcH2ySyh0Tu8JEbQxMnNIydhD56U9AXVujB6O8pkhww8oRdnUsKDWGXu7Y3SHApa1iLi56zIocqr_dmzrkT81LmHPN737HoxZKw0eNPJ2blqCvKbKm0Rax4gWmjIUTw9uq_KY4vrlL9UBfxQRFjaicrkLOHdtYS6FIH2bdOdK4fFlGaqd6smS4nqehQ7Ob9x7YppyefymqlzcaHuwbPTQ9D3lDZcPjZQpyvXKrQ/4og/haxyHtOKSse1YF_wNnOCjg/h7/h001.RTvAW_PJZZRRbPXT5TSAQ6zLHOOi-DGswIl7ng_5szI
https://investinmikids.org/pr-detroit-boe


5 Executive Board 4:30 p.m.
10 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m.
11 PTC-HS
11 SSW Chapter, 5:00 p.m.
12 DFT General Membership 4:30 p.m.
16 Attendance Agents Chapter, 5:00 p.m.
16 Academic Interventionists, 6:00 p.m.
17 Retirees Chapter, 11:30 a.m.
17 Political Action Committee, 5:00 p.m.
18 PTC
19 Middle School Chapter, 5:00 p.m.
19 ESE Chapter, 5:00 p.m.
24 Building Rep Training, 4:30 p.m.
26 Early Childhood Chapter 5:00 p.m.
30-April 3 Spring Break

Dates and times are subject to change.

DFT events are on website @ https://dft231.mi.aft.org/events .

DPSCD information can be found @ https://www.detroitk12.org/

6 return from spring break; Q3 ends
7 Q4 begins
8 SSW Chapter, 5:00 p.m.
9 Executive Board 4:30 p.m.
13 Report Cards
14 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m.
16 DFT General Membership 4:30 p.m.
20 Attendance Agents Chapter, 5:00 p.m.
20 Academic Interventionists, 6:00 p.m.
21 Retirees Chapter, 11:30 a.m.
21 Political Action Committee, 5:00 p.m.
23 Middle School Chapter, 5:00 p.m.
23 ESE Chapter, 5:00 p.m.

7 Executive Board 4:30 p.m.
12 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m.
13 SSW Chapter, 5:00 p.m.
14 DFT General Membership 4:30 p.m.
18 Attendance Agents Chapter, 5:00 p.m.
18 Academic Interventionists, 6:00 p.m.
19 Retirees Chapter, 11:30 a.m.
19 Political Action Committee, 5:00 p.m.
21 Middle School Chapter, 5:00 p.m.
21 ESE Chapter, 5:00 p.m.
25 Memorial Day; no school
28 Early Childhood Chapter 5:00 p.m.

March April May

https://dft231.mi.aft.org/events
https://www.detroitk12.org/


Member Spotlight: Donella Young from Drew
The DFT is pleased to congratulate one of our own! Donella Young was 
named Michigan Council for Exceptional Children (MCEC) Teacher of the 
Year for 2026.
She has proudly served with the district for 26 years and currently teaches at 
Drew Transition Center, where she leads a vocational Flower Shop & Café 
program for young adults ages 18�±26 with special needs. Through hands-on, 
real-world job training, she helps students build independence, confidence, 
and employability skills that prepare them for life beyond the classroom.
She is a proud DFT member. Why is being a union member important? She 
says it ensures that educators have a voice, protection, and professional 
respect. Our union advocates for fair working conditions, equitable resources 
for students, and the dignity of our profession. When we stand together, we 
are stronger not only for ourselves, but for the students and communities we 
serve.  
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Award Presentation


