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From the Pen of a
DFT Trustee

Cassandra Davis

Why should Womendés History be studied?

Girls! History itself cannot be fully understood without recognizing the important role
women have played in shaping society, culture, and the progress of communities throug|
time. For generations, their voices and contributions were often overlooked, marginalizec
omitted from traditional narratives. Yet women have long influenced social, cultural,
scientific, and economic life, strengthening the foundations of daily life. During times of w
when many men left to serve on the front lines, women stepped outside traditional dome
and clerical roles; they entered factories, assembly lines, offices, farms, and classrooms.
sustaining industries, supporting families, keeping communities functioning, and some et
served in the military. Today, women continue to expand these boundaries as CEOs, lea
and public officials, demonstrating courage, vision, and leadership in shaping organizatic
communities, and governments. Studying their achievements ensures we honor history :
recognize the indispensable contributions women have made, progressively shaping eve
sphere of society and advancing the world we live in today.

Womenods history i s
todayos members and
to move that history forward.
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' WOMEN'S
" -HISTORY Womends History Month began as Nat i c
MONTH when President Jimmy Carter issued a presidential proclamation recognizing the vital
2026 contributions of women to our nation. The observance expanded in 1987, when Congres:
' of ficially designated March as Womends
_’{; T;%% history and the countless ways women have shaped our workplaces and communities. A
- we celebrate in 2026, we do so in a moment that calls for both reflection and action.
When discussing the history of women in the United States, the 19th Amendment is often highlighted as a mil
In securing the right to vote. While it was a significant achievement, it did not guarantee voting rights for many Astan, E
| ndi genous, Lati na and other women of color. The AFT
realities and to the intersections of identity, including race, ethnicity, religion, sexuality and gender identity, éhat shap
womenos experiences.
The longrunning fight for the Equal Rights Amendment is another central chapter in the movement for gender
equity. First introduced in Congress in 1923, the ERA would enshrine equality based on sex in the U.S. Constitution. A
decades of organizing, the amendment passed Congress in 1972. As of today, 38 states have ratified the ERA, the nui
required for constitutional adoption. However, questions around ratification deadlines and publication remain unresolve
as of 2026 the amendment has not yet been formally published as part of the Constitution. Advocates, legal scholars a
elected leaders continue to pursue pathways for full recognition. Regardless of its final legal standing, the ERA remain
powerful symbol of the ongoing fight for constitutional gender equality and a reminder that progress is neither automati
guaranteed. Women across the AFT are organizing, teaching, healing, advocating and leading every day. This include:
educators, healthcare professionals, higher education faculty and staff, public employees, paraprofessionals@tatasgho
personnel (PSRPs), and retirees. Across every sector of our union, women are advancing equity in policy, in the work
In their communities. Reprinted from aft.org
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These 18 young ladies from the Fantastic'grade at Fisher Magnet Academy paid homage to the Six Triple Eight
Battalion.  These young ladies learned of their duty and dedication to serve -and were elated to represent them.



DFT Virtual Citywide Townhall a Success!
March 4 Education Focused on Immigration, ICE, and Know Your Rights

otz @ The AFT planned a March 4 Day of Action to advocate for safe, supportive
e ‘i;,"m“;;‘g‘:;“ﬂ‘ communities and the DFT participated by organizing a townhall. Guest
VIRTUAL CITYWIDE Kno“,y,of’rmg'hwf panelists included Evelyn de Jesus, AFT National Executive Vice President,
TOWNHALL : Terrence Martin, AFT Michigan President, Nate Walker, AFT Michigan

General Counsel, Latrice McClendon, DPSCD School Board President, Mary
Waters, Detroit City Council, Molly Sweeney and Cristina Flores,
482Forward, and Liz Jacob, Sugar Law Firm.

Special thanks and appreciation go out to our own members who spoke
during the panel: Cynthia Hollingshed, an '8 grade math teacher, and
Kristen Schoettle, an 11 & 12" grade English as a Second Language
Teacher. It is more powerful when our members speak.

We also need to thank our members for participating in this event. We know
it was full of vital information and necessary to hear what all the panelists
had to say. A round of applause for the DFT staff who worked to make sure
this townhall was broadcast.




President Lakia WilsonLumpkins and Executive Vice President Jason
Posey worked together to bring the townhall to viewers and participants.

Here are resources they shared during the townhall:
A "Know Your Rights" toolkit

A https://www.aft.org/our -community/immigration
A https://www.colorincolorado.org/



https://actionnetwork.org/user_files/user_files/000/138/929/original/know-your-rights-toolkit-20260304t231710z-1-001.zip
https://actionnetwork.org/user_files/user_files/000/138/929/original/know-your-rights-toolkit-20260304t231710z-1-001.zip
https://www.aft.org/our-community/immigration
https://www.aft.org/our-community/immigration
https://www.aft.org/our-community/immigration
https://www.aft.org/our-community/immigration
https://www.colorincolorado.org/
https://www.colorincolorado.org/
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Work LocationsRepresentedViarch 2026 GeneralMembershipMeeting

Academy of Americas
AOA Logan

Adult Education
Bagley

Bates

Bethune

Brenda Scott

Burns

Burton

Carver

Charles Wright
Clippert
Coleman A Young

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

CMA

Cooke
Davison

DFT Office
DFT Retirees
DIAYW

Drew

Duke Ellington
EIDC

East English Village
Edmonson
Fisher
Gardner
Golightly EC

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

Hamilton
Harms
Hutchinson
Jerry L. Wright
Law

Lions Academy
Mackenzie
Marcus Garvey
Marquette
Maybury
Moses Field
Neinas

Noble

Palmer Park

X X X X X X X X X X

PRMXA
Pasteur
Priest
Schulze
Southeastern
SLP

Thirkell
Vernor
Virtual
Western
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CALENDAR

April

6 return from spring break; Q3 ends

7 Q4 begins

8 SSW Chapter 5:00 p.m.

9 Executive Board 4:30 p.m.

13 Report Cards

14 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m.

16 DFT General Membership 4:30 p.m.

20 Attendance Agents Chapter 5:00 p.m.

20 Academic Interventionists 6:00 p.m.
21 Retirees Chapter 11:30 a.m.

21 Political Action Committee 5:00 p.m.
23 Middle School Chapter 5:00 p.m.

23 ESE Chapter, 5:00 p.m.

May

7 Executive Board 4:30 p.m.

12 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m.

13 SSW Chapter 5:00 p.m.

14 DFT General Membership 4:30 p.m.

18 Attendance Agents Chapter 5:00 p.m.

18 Academic Interventionists 6:00 p.m.
19 Retirees Chapter 11:30 a.m.

19 Political Action Committee 5:00 p.m.
21 Middle School Chapter 5:00 p.m.

21 ESE Chapter 5:00 p.m.

25 Memorial Day no school

28 Executive Board 4:30 p.m.

Datesandtimesare subjectto change.

June

4 General Membership 4:30 p.m.
5 Last day for students

8 PD for staff

9 Teachers Record Day

9 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m.
11 Report Cards

19 Juneteenth, district closed

DFTeventsare on website @ https://dft231.mi.aft.org/events
DPSClihformation canbe found@ https://www.detroitk12.org/



https://dft231.mi.aft.org/events
https://www.detroitk12.org/

TYRELL SLAPPEY MICHIGAN

AWARDS

* Educator honors from the
City of Detroit (2023)

* Touchdown 4 Teachers
(2024)

« Michigan Chronicle (2024)

 Huntington Bank (2024).

Tyrell Slappey iz an award-winning educator, community leader, and entrepreneur from
Detroit, Michigan. Currently teaching 4th grade English Language Arts at Brenda Scott
Academy, Tyrell has spent the past six years helping students build not just academic skills,
but confidence, character, and community. His classroom culture is built on joy, relevance, and
high expectations—and he's not afraid to think outside the box to make learning hit different.
Tyrell is the co-creator of the EAGLE Matrix, a behavior and growth model built on Effort,
Attitude, Growth, Leadership, and Empathy. The system is now used across upper elementary
grades to help students take ownership of their learning and behavior in a positive, consistent
way.

QOutside the classroom, Tyrell is the founder of Round 1 Gaming Lab, a mobile video game
arcade that's evolved into a youth engagement platform. Through gaming, podcasting, and
storytelling, he creates spaces for young people to connect, build skills, and explore their
passions. He also runs The Eagles Nest podcast with students to amplify their voices and boost
their writing, speaking, and critical thinking.

His work has earned multiple awards, including Influential Educator honors from the City of
Detroit (2023), Touchdown 4 Teachers (2024), the Michigan Chronicle (2024), and Huntington
Bank (2024). But for Tyrell, it's never been about awards—it's about impact.

Whether he's leading Sunday School, supporting student teachers, or hosting free community
events, Tyrell's mission stays the same: uplift, inspire, and make sure kids know they matter.

Atlanta, Georgiz ¢ KS 9 RdzOl is@aNdda w22 Y
announce the recipients of its second cohort of the Top

50 Educators, a prestigious recognition honoring
outstanding educators who are redefining teaching,
learning, and leadership in schools and communities
across the globe.

This recognition celebrates educators who go beyond

the classroom to create meaningful, inclusive, and
transformative learning experiences for students while
positively impacting their schools and broader
communities. The Top 50 Educators distinction

highlights individuals whose work reflects innovation,
equity, advocacy, and a deep commitment to student
success.

C2dzy RSR AY HAMHZ ¢KS 9RdzO[I i
platform committed to amplifying educator voice and
positioning classroom teachers as experts in educational
reform. Through articles, commentary, and initiatives

such as the Top 50 Educators recognition, The

9RdzOI 12 NXRaA w22Y K2y 2NE SRd
challenges systems, and shapes future generations.



March is Reading Month With the IBEW

President Lakia Wilsothumpkins was invited to be a guest reader for the IBEW Minority Caucus. Their day started at 7:3!
a.m. for a working breakfast where they were given &hirt to wear, an overview of expectations and were introduced to al
0KS 3dzSad NBFRSNA® {iGdzRSyida ¢oSNB 3IAQGSY | aagl3 ol 3¢ 2

'ivti‘n’dqqp

——
.,,?",) '.l_(
=W, i
4 il \

e /4
{

Posing with her reading partner for the day:
Michele Liotino, of Construction Trades




March is Reading Month With IBEW at Bunche
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March is Reading Month With IBEW at Bunche

Pictured with Devette Brown and Charida. Gary




March is Reading Month at Spain




March is Reading Month at Spain
AMAIN GONGRE

pashida Tlalb’s Journey to Washmgto,7

Sometimes m

y little brother, Yousif, and I go to work with our mom.

She’s a U.S. congressperson. That means she works in the Capitol
Building in Washington, D.C.

Whe alk through the Capitol doors, you enter a giant hall
tha lo l\ l l\ nuseum. It feels like anything is possible.
My mom and I v reryone to feel this way, too. —

It’s my job to open doors
of opportunity and work for
justice for all, to help make

The students listened as this book was read to thBtama in (;ongress Rashida
¢t A0 Qa W2 dzNJy pRashide2TlabAuthok), Miyaada Pati{Awdhor),
Adam TlaidAuthor),Olivia Aser(lllustrator).

A picture book that tells the story of Rashida Tlaib, one of the first Muslim wom:
elected to Congress, and her family.



March is Reading Month at Palmer Park
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Titles Read by President Wilson -Lumpkins

Imagine trying to play tennis in a long dress, or
swimming laps wearing heavy petticoats! That's how it
used to be for girls and women in sports... until a few
found a better way!

See how women like cyclist Kittie Knox, swimmer
Annette Kellerman, and AlbertineePenseand her
Canadian hockey teammates flouted convention and
risked scandal to wear things they could move in. They
sewed their own knickerbockers, donned sleek
swimsuits, and shortened skirts, and in the process
helped change society's ideas about what women and
girls could wear and do! Features back matter with
cool facts about each woman and team, as well as a
look at women athletes today who continue to take a
stand for clothes that are more comfortable and
inclusive.



Titles Read by President Wilson -Lumpkins
TWENTY
YAWNS

Pulitzer Prize winner

JANE SMILEY

Caldecott Honor artist
LAUREN CASTILLO




March is Reading Month PK @ Marquette

This bulletin board is based on the book
The Pout, Pout Fish.
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March is Reading Month at Wayne
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This local author stopped by at Wayne and read her bBtuing,to students.



