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Why should Womenôs History be studied?

Girls! History itself cannot be fully understood without recognizing the important role 

women have played in shaping society, culture, and the progress of communities throughout 

time. For generations, their voices and contributions were often overlooked, marginalized, or 

omitted from traditional narratives. Yet women have long influenced social, cultural, 

scientific, and economic life, strengthening the foundations of daily life. During times of war, 

when many men left to serve on the front lines, women stepped outside traditional domestic 

and clerical roles; they entered factories, assembly lines, offices, farms, and classrooms, 

sustaining industries, supporting families, keeping communities functioning, and some even 

served in the military. Today, women continue to expand these boundaries as CEOs, leaders, 

and public officials, demonstrating courage, vision, and leadership in shaping organizations, 

communities, and governments. Studying their achievements ensures we honor history and 

recognize the indispensable contributions women have made, progressively shaping every 

sphere of society and advancing the world we live in today.

Womenôs history is AFT history, and 

todayôs members and leaders continue 

to move that history forward.



.

 When discussing the history of women in the United States, the 19th Amendment is often highlighted as a milestone 

in securing the right to vote. While it was a significant achievement, it did not guarantee voting rights for many Asian, Black, 

Indigenous, Latina and other women of color. The AFT recognizes that womenôs history must be told with attention to these 

realities and to the intersections of identity, including race, ethnicity, religion, sexuality and gender identity, that shape 

womenôs experiences.

 The long-running fight for the Equal Rights Amendment is another central chapter in the movement for gender 

equity. First introduced in Congress in 1923, the ERA would enshrine equality based on sex in the U.S. Constitution. After 

decades of organizing, the amendment passed Congress in 1972. As of today, 38 states have ratified the ERA, the number 

required for constitutional adoption. However, questions around ratification deadlines and publication remain unresolved, and 

as of 2026 the amendment has not yet been formally published as part of the Constitution. Advocates, legal scholars and 

elected leaders continue to pursue pathways for full recognition. Regardless of its final legal standing, the ERA remains a 

powerful symbol of the ongoing fight for constitutional gender equality and a reminder that progress is neither automatic nor 

guaranteed. Women across the AFT are organizing, teaching, healing, advocating and leading every day. This includes 

educators, healthcare professionals, higher education faculty and staff, public employees, paraprofessionals and school-related 

personnel (PSRPs), and retirees. Across every sector of our union, women are advancing equity in policy, in the workplace and 

in their communities.                                                                                                        Reprinted from aft.org

Womenôs History Month began as National Womenôs History Week in 1980, 

when President Jimmy Carter issued a presidential proclamation recognizing the vital 

contributions of women to our nation. The observance expanded in 1987, when Congress 

officially designated March as Womenôs History Month. The AFT is proud to honor this 

history and the countless ways women have shaped our workplaces and communities. As 

we celebrate in 2026, we do so in a moment that calls for both reflection and action. 



These 18 young ladies from the Fantastic 4th grade at Fisher Magnet Academy paid homage to the Six Triple Eight 
Battalion.  These young ladies learned of their duty and dedication to serve and were elated to represent them.
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DFT Virtual Citywide Townhall a Success!

March 4 Education Focused on Immigration, ICE, and Know Your Rights

The AFT planned a March 4 Day of Action to advocate for safe, supportive 
communities and the DFT participated by organizing a townhall.  Guest 
panelists included Evelyn de Jesus, AFT National Executive Vice President, 
Terrence Martin, AFT Michigan President, Nate Walker, AFT Michigan 
General Counsel, Latrice McClendon, DPSCD School Board President, Mary 
Waters, Detroit City Council, Molly Sweeney and Cristina Flores, 
482Forward, and Liz Jacob, Sugar Law Firm.

Special thanks and appreciation go out to our own members who spoke 
during the panel: Cynthia Hollingshed, an 8th grade math teacher, and 
Kristen Schoettle, an 11th & 12th grade English as a Second Language 
Teacher.  It is more powerful when our members speak.

We also need to thank our members for participating in this event. We know 
it was full of vital information and necessary to hear what all the panelists 
had to say. A round of applause for the DFT staff who worked to make sure 
this townhall was broadcast.



President Lakia Wilson-Lumpkins and Executive Vice President Jason 
Posey worked together to bring the townhall to viewers and participants. 

Here are resources they shared during the townhall:

Å "Know Your Rights" toolkit
Å https://www.aft.org/our -community/immigration
Å https://www.colorincolorado.org/

https://actionnetwork.org/user_files/user_files/000/138/929/original/know-your-rights-toolkit-20260304t231710z-1-001.zip
https://actionnetwork.org/user_files/user_files/000/138/929/original/know-your-rights-toolkit-20260304t231710z-1-001.zip
https://www.aft.org/our-community/immigration
https://www.aft.org/our-community/immigration
https://www.aft.org/our-community/immigration
https://www.aft.org/our-community/immigration
https://www.colorincolorado.org/
https://www.colorincolorado.org/








× Academy of Americas

× AOA Logan

× Adult Education

× Bagley

× Bates

× Bethune

× Brenda Scott

× Burns

× Burton

× Carver

× Charles Wright

× Clippert

× Coleman A Young

Work LocationsRepresentedMarch 2026 GeneralMembershipMeeting

× CMA
× Cooke
× Davison

× DFT Office
× DFT Retirees
× DIAYW
× Drew
× Duke Ellington
× EIDC
× East English Village
× Edmonson
× Fisher
× Gardner
× Golightly EC

× Hamilton
× Harms
× Hutchinson
× Jerry L. Wright
× Law
× Lions Academy
× Mackenzie
× Marcus Garvey
× Marquette
× Maybury
× Moses Field
× Neinas
× Noble
× Palmer Park

× PRMXA
× Pasteur
× Priest
× Schulze
× Southeastern
× SLP
× Thirkell
× Vernor
× Virtual
×Western



Surprise! Surprise! 
bÞĆÑÞĞĢ ºčć Åć ˰!ĩĩóĩĭØÞ čë IĞÅĩóĩĭØÞ˱ ˾ˁʼ Ióëĩ /ÅĞØ 

at the March General Membership Meeting





Datesandtimesaresubjectto change.

DFTeventsareon website@https://dft231.mi.aft.org/events.

DPSCDinformationcanbe found@ https://www.detroitk12.org/

April May June

6 return from spring break; Q3 ends
7 Q4 begins
8 SSW Chapter 5:00 p.m.
9 Executive Board 4:30 p.m.
13 Report Cards
14 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m.
16 DFT General Membership 4:30 p.m.
20 Attendance Agents Chapter 5:00 p.m.
20 Academic Interventionists 6:00 p.m.
21 Retirees Chapter 11:30 a.m.
21 Political Action Committee 5:00 p.m.
23 Middle School Chapter 5:00 p.m.
23 ESE Chapter, 5:00 p.m.

7 Executive Board 4:30 p.m.
12 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m.
13 SSW Chapter 5:00 p.m.
14 DFT General Membership 4:30 p.m.
18 Attendance Agents Chapter 5:00 p.m.
18 Academic Interventionists 6:00 p.m.
19 Retirees Chapter 11:30 a.m.
19 Political Action Committee 5:00 p.m.
21 Middle School Chapter 5:00 p.m.
21 ESE Chapter 5:00 p.m.
25 Memorial Day no school
28 Executive Board 4:30 p.m.

4 General Membership 4:30 p.m.
5 Last day for students
8 PD for staff
9 Teachers Record Day
9 DPSCD School Board 5:30 p.m.
11 Report Cards
19 Juneteenth, district closed

https://dft231.mi.aft.org/events
https://www.detroitk12.org/


Atlanta, Georgia ς¢ƘŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊΩǎ wƻƻƳis proud to 
announce the recipients of its second cohort of the Top 
50 Educators, a prestigious recognition honoring 
outstanding educators who are redefining teaching, 
learning, and leadership in schools and communities 
across the globe.
This recognition celebrates educators who go beyond 
the classroom to create meaningful, inclusive, and 
transformative learning experiences for students while 
positively impacting their schools and broader 
communities. The Top 50 Educators distinction 
highlights individuals whose work reflects innovation, 
equity, advocacy, and a deep commitment to student 
success.
CƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ нлмнΣ ¢ƘŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊΩǎ wƻƻƳ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ 
platform committed to amplifying educator voice and 
positioning classroom teachers as experts in educational 
reform. Through articles, commentary, and initiatives 
such as the Top 50 Educators recognition, The 
9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊΩǎ wƻƻƳ ƘƻƴƻǊǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜǎΣ 
challenges systems, and shapes future generations.



March is Reading Month With the IBEW
President Lakia Wilson-Lumpkins was invited to be a guest reader for the IBEW Minority Caucus. Their day started at 7:30 
a.m. for a working breakfast where they were given a t-shirt to wear, an overview of expectations and were introduced to all 
ǘƘŜ ƎǳŜǎǘ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ άǎǿŀƎ ōŀƎέ ƻŦ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ōƻƻƪǎΣ ǇŜƴŎƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƛŎƪŜǊǎΦ 

Posing with her reading partner for the day: 
Michele Liotino, of Construction Trades



March is Reading Month With IBEW at Bunche



March is Reading Month With IBEW at Bunche

Pictured with Devette Brown and Charida Gary



March is Reading Month at Spain



March is Reading Month at Spain

The students listened as this book was read to them: Mama in Congress Rashida 
¢ƭŀƛōΩǎ WƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƻ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ōy Rashida Tlaib(Author),Miranda Paul(Author),
Adam Tlaib(Author),Olivia Aserr(Illustrator).

A picture book that tells the story of Rashida Tlaib, one of the first Muslim women 
elected to Congress, and her family. 



March is Reading Month at Palmer Park 



Titles Read by President Wilson -Lumpkins

Imagine trying to play tennis in a long dress, or 
swimming laps wearing heavy petticoats! That's how it 
used to be for girls and women in sports... until a few 
found a better way!

See how women like cyclist Kittie Knox, swimmer 
Annette Kellerman, and Albertine LePensee and her 
Canadian hockey teammates flouted convention and 
risked scandal to wear things they could move in. They 
sewed their own knickerbockers, donned sleek 
swimsuits, and shortened skirts, and in the process 
helped change society's ideas about what women and 
girls could wearτand do! Features back matter with 
cool facts about each woman and team, as well as a 
look at women athletes today who continue to take a 
stand for clothes that are more comfortable and 
inclusive.



Titles Read by President Wilson -Lumpkins

Listen to the read aloud: runs 5 minutes Listen to the read aloud: runs 6:30



March is Reading Month PK @ Marquette
This bulletin board is based on the book
The Pout, Pout Fish. 

Listen to the read aloud: runs 4:30

It was recently released as a movie. 



March is Reading Month at Wayne

This local author stopped by at Wayne and read her book, Bullying, to students.


