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These bills make it possible to achieve progress, even in a difficult year.
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Reduces the cost of solar energy by 
eliminating unnecessary red tape and 
speeding the permitting process.

Prohibits fossil fuel heating in new 
municipal buildings (including schools 
and university). Also applies to major 
renovations.

Step 1: Requires owners of large 
buildings to provide energy use data 
to an automated data base. 
Understanding energy usage is the 
first step toward building efficiency.

Step 2: Requires OER to use the 
benchmarking data to set emissions 
reduction requirements for each 
building that will be phased in over 
20 years.

Allows residents to use safety 
certified plug-in solar panels. The 
bill democratizes solar by making it 
inexpensive and portable. It also 
makes it practical for renters.

CARI PRIORITY BILLS:
SIMPLE & INEXPENSIVE

CONTACT: BIBELLE31@GMAIL.COMCARI POLITICS TEAM  ·   350.ORG/RI

S2801 / H7726
Valverde / Boylan

S2658 / H7269
Valverde / Speakman

S2529 / H7081
Urso / Boylan

S2260 / H7183
Kallman / Kislak

S2218 / H7184
Kallman / Kislak



COST TO RATEPAYERS:
None

COST TO STATE:
None

Reduces the cost of solar energy by 
eliminating unnecessary red tape and 
speeding the permitting process.

BENEFITS

SUMMARY

Reduces the cost of solar energy by 
streamlining the permitting process 
and eliminating wasteful red tape.

Decreases carbon emissions by 
making solar energy less expensive 
and more popular.

Reduces electric bills by cutting the 
cost of rooftop solar

Residential solar is far more expensive in the U.S. ($28,000) than it is in Europe ($10,000) 
and Australia ($8,000), largely because of our outdated and cumbersome permitting 
process, which drives up the cost of installation. This bill fully automates that process 
using the FREE SolarAPP+ software developed by the U.S. Department of Energy.

The program allows contractors to submit permit applications electronically, and a decision 
is made almost instantly. The software performs compliance checks for local building, 
electrical, fire, and zoning regulations. It then either issues a permit or automatically 
determines the revisions the business needs to make to quality. The software is easily 
integrated into the state’s existing online permitting platform and automatically tracks all 
this information for easy data analysis.

It’s simple, costs practically nothing, and will lower the cost of residential solar by 
eliminating unnecessary red tape.

S2801 / H7726
Sen. Valverde / Rep. BoylanSOLAR COST 

REDUCTION ACT
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Assists businesses by eliminating 
unnecessary red tape that wastes 
time and decreases profits.

Reduces the burden of inspections 
on cities and towns.
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Allows residents to use safety 
certified plug-in solar panels. The 
bill democratizes solar by making it 
inexpensive and portable. It also 
makes it practical for renters.

COST TO RATEPAYERS:
None

COST TO STATE:
None

BENEFITS

SUMMARY

Decreases carbon emissions with no 
cost to the state or ratepayers. 

Democratizes solar energy and promotes 
equity by making solar energy accessible 
to almost everyone. The up-front cost for 
rooftop solar is about $25,000 compared 
to about $500 for a plug-in panel. 

Decreases energy bills. While plug-in 
solar won’t produce enough energy to 
run an entire household, it will 
dramatically lower energy costs by 
supplying free solar energy. 

This bill should be a no-brainer because it helps us meet our climate goals with no cost to 
the state, and no cost to ratepayers. In fact, it will save participants more money on their 
electric bills than the governor’s entire package of environmental program cuts combined.

It’s simple and cheap. You simply buy a UL-certified panel at a local store and plug it into 
an ordinary wall socket. There’s no need to hire an expensive installation company 
because an ordinary person can set it up in about 15 minutes. It’s that simple.

But that’s not all. This bill addresses a host of high-priority needs: It decreases carbon 
emissions, reduces energy bills, and costs as little as $400. It pays for itself in 3-5 years, 
lasts for 20 years, and renters can take them with them if they move.

S2658 / H7269
Sen. Valverde / Rep. Speakman

PLUG-IN SOLAR
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Provides quick payback. Units pay for 
themselves in 3-5 years and last 20 
years. An added advantage for renters 
is that they can take the units with 
them when they move.

Ensures safety. Plug-in solar has been 
used for years by more than a million 
households across Europe without any 
significant safety concerns. Rhode 
Islanders would be required to use 
units that have been safety-certified 
by the Underwriters Laboratory.
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Prohibits fossil fuel heating in new municipal 
buildings (including schools and university). 
Also applies to major renovations.

COST TO RATEPAYERS:
None

COST TO STATE:
None

BENEFITS

SUMMARY

Reduces carbon emissions by requiring 
new government buildings to use clean 
energy rather than fossil fuels. 

Has no financial impact on the state or 
ratepayers.

Improves public health by ensuring 
that new public buildings—including 
schools and universities—do not install 
fossil fuel boilers.

This is common-sense legislation that moves us forward in our clean energy transition at 
a time when costly legislation will be difficult to pass.

This legislation bans prevents the installation of fossil fuel heating systems in new 
government buildings, including public schools and universities. It also applies to major 
renovations. The bill includes an exemption process for situations where it is not feasible 
to comply.

If our goal is to decrease carbon emissions in the state, why on earth would we allow a 
new building to install a fossil fuel furnace? It just makes sense to require new 
construction to use clean energy.

This is an easy win. Let’s grab it.

S2529 / H7081
Sen. Urso / Rep. BoylanNEXT GENERATION 

BUILDINGS

4 Does not increase the cost of 
construction, since building 
all-electric is equivalent or cheaper 
than building with fossil fuel systems.
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Step 1: Requires owners of large buildings to 
provide energy use data to an automated 
data base. Understanding energy usage is 
the first step toward building efficiency.

COST TO RATEPAYERS:
None

COST TO STATE:

BENEFITS

SUMMARY

Provides the state with the information 
needed to develop affordable 
requirements for each large building. 
(see companion bill: Performance 
Standards)

This bill will have no impact on 
homeowners or small businesses. It only 
applies to the state’s largest buildings 
(more than 25,000 square feet).

Stimulates voluntary reductions in 
energy use by providing building owners 
with accurate information about their 

This bill requires owners of large buildings (more than 25,000 square feet) to report their 
energy consumption to the state. Reporting is easy since it is done through an automated 
software program that creates a data-analysis loop between the owner, the state, and 
Rhode Island Energy.

The benchmarking program is virtually plug-and-play for the state and municipalities, since 
Providence has already developed, tested, and run the benchmarking program for two years.

Providence serves as an excellent pilot project since the city includes 40% of the large 
buildings in the state.

In Providence, the entire process required a half-time employee and about $100,000 for 
software. This program is designed, tested, and ready to go.

S2260 / H7183
Sen. Kallman / Rep. Kislak

BENCHMARKING
FOR LARGE BUILDINGS
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energy use and how they can make 
affordable improvements that will
lower their energy bills. After all, the 
cheapest energy is the energy you 
don’t have to buy.

Taken alone, benchmarking will have 
only a modest impact on emissions 
because any action by building owners 
is purely voluntary. This is why its 
companion bill (Performance
Standards) is essential to making a 
significant impact on carbon emission 
by the building sector.

Minimal
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COST TO RATEPAYERS:
None

COST TO STATE:

BENEFITS

SUMMARY

Dramatically reduces carbon emissions in Rhode 
Island. The EC4 Climate Action Plan says building 
decarbonization “can mitigate energy 
consumption, reduce utility bills, and manage peak 
electricity demand and system costs.”

Improves public health. Fossil fuel boilers release 
harmful gases into the buildings. This is a 
significant concern in public schools, given that 
asthma rates are on the rise in Rhode Island and are 
already above the national average. Worse yet, 
emergency room visits by children with asthma 
have spiked dramatically in recent years.

Reduces energy bills. The most affordable energy is 
the energy you don’t have to buy. This bill will 
reduce energy consumption by large buildings. 

Preserves flexibility for building owners. This bill 
does not dictate how building owners reduce their 
emissions. Options include heat pumps, 
weatherization, solar panels, and more. Owners can 
choose what works best for them.

Buildings account for more than a third of all carbon emissions in Rhode Island. This 
legislation directs OER to use the data gathered by the benchmarking program to set 
emission reduction requirements for large buildings. The program allows companies to make 
improvements gradually over two decades.

This legislation goes hand-in-hand with the benchmarking bill. In previous years, they were 
filed as a single bill because neither can do the job without the other. Benchmarking collects 
the data needed to set performance standards, which is where the rubber meets the road 
by requiring meaningful action.

S2218 / H7184
Sen. Kallman / Rep. Kislak

PERFORMANCE 
STANDARDS
FOR LARGE BUILDINGS
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Has no impact on homeowners or small 
businesses. This program only applies to the 
state’s largest buildings (more than 25,000 
square feet).

Saves money for ratepayers. The primary cause of 
soaring electric rates is our over-reliance on 
natural gas (84% of fuel generation in RI). Prices 
for natural gas are spiking while the price of clean 
energy has been declining for more than a 
decade. Building decarbonization speeds our
transition to clean energy.

Creates jobs. Rhode Island spends more than $1 
billion a year on natural gas. Because 100% of that 
gas is imported, this means that $1 billion is 
flowing out of state each year to build the 
economy and create jobs in Texas, Pennsylvania, 
and Canada. Clean energy is local energy—the 
money stays in the Rhode Island economy. Energy 
efficiency programs create local jobs installing 
heat pumps and solar panels, or weatherizing 
buildings. The building decarbonization program 
will be a motor to drive in-state employment.

Step 2: Requires OER to use the benchmarking 
data to set emissions reduction requirements for 
each building that will be phased in over 20 years.
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