
Labour’s Role in Supporting  

the Grassy Narrows River Run 

On September 23 at 12 PM, Grassy Narrows youth, leaders 
and community members will travel more than 1,700 km to 
Toronto for River Run 2026 to call on governments to fully 
address the mercury crisis and support the community's 
recovery. 

They are asking thousands of us to show up. 

Labour's participation sends a powerful message that Indigenous justice is a shared 
responsibility and that the labour movement unites in solidarity with communities seeking 
accountability, healing, and respect for their rights. 

JOIN THE CALL-TO-ACTION 
Grassy Narrows River Run 2026 

Grange Park, Toronto 
September 23, 2026 │ 12:00 PM 

This is a family-friendly event. Rain or shine! 
RSVP FOR RIVER RUN 2026 

For decades, the people of Grassy Narrows First Nation have fought for justice after mercury 
contamination devastated their river, harmed generations of community members, and disrupted 
traditional ways of life. Their struggle is one of Indigenous rights, environmental justice, 
community health, and government accountability. The Ontario labour movement has long stood 
alongside Indigenous communities in the pursuit of justice, reconciliation, and respect for treaty 
rights. 

Supporting Grassy Narrows is consistent with labour's commitment to reconciliation and to 
building a future where communities are not forced to bear the consequences of corporate 
negligence, environmental harm, or government inaction. Workers and Indigenous communities 
alike understand the lasting impacts that unsafe and unaccountable decision-making can have 
on people's health, livelihoods, and futures. 

The people of Grassy Narrows have demonstrated extraordinary leadership through their 
decades-long advocacy to protect their land, water, and community. Their efforts have resulted in 
significant victories, including protections for forests in their territory, commitments to river 
remediation, and investments in mercury-related health care. Yet much work remains to address 
the ongoing impacts of mercury poisoning and to support community healing and restoration.  

https://actionnetwork.org/events/river-run-2026


River Run is a family-friendly gathering that brings together Indigenous communities, labour 
organizations, environmental advocates, faith groups, and allies from across Ontario in support of 
Grassy Narrows' ongoing fight for justice. 

Grassy Narrows is calling on Ontario and Canada to: 

• Fairly compensate all community members affected by the mercury crisis;
• End ongoing threats to the watershed and community health;
• Support the restoration of the community and way of life harmed by decades of mercury

contamination.

The Ontario Federation of Labour encourages affiliates to share River Run information widely, 
organize member participation, and join thousands of supporters in Toronto on September 23. 
Affiliates outside Toronto are encouraged to take advantage of organized bus transportation 
available from communities across Ontario. 

Click your community to sign up:
1. Hamilton
2. Kingston
3. Guelph
4. Kitchener/Waterloo
5. London
6. Peterborough
7. Barrie/Orillia

If you don't see your community and would like to organize a bus, email 
solidarity@freegrassy.net.

Together, we can demonstrate that the labour movement remains committed to reconciliation, 
Indigenous sovereignty, environmental justice, and collective action in support of communities 
seeking justice. 

September 23 • 12 PM • Grange Park, Toronto 
RSVP: https://actionnetwork.org/events/river-run-2026 

In solidarity, 

LAURA WALTON  MICHAEL HAMILTON JONATHAN LEMOINE 
President  Executive Vice-President Vice-President, FNMI  

LW/MH/JL/CLP/jc/cope343 

 

https://actionnetwork.org/events/hamilton-bus-to-river-run-september-23rd
https://actionnetwork.org/events/st-catherines-bus-to-river-run
https://actionnetwork.org/events/kingston-bus-to-river-run
https://actionnetwork.org/events/guelph-bus-to-river-run
https://actionnetwork.org/events/kitchenerwaterloo-bus-to-river-run-september-23rd
https://actionnetwork.org/events/london-bus-to-river-run
https://actionnetwork.org/events/peterburough-bus-to-river-run
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSeeMC_v6ckRdpPhYTfnISEtEpeqSFcArr2iheBCayyxnQo1Ng%2Fviewform&data=05%7C02%7Ccpaul%40ofl.ca%7C2b11a41340314c09fd8c08df106de419%7C0a18c8704bb64cc0a956e516fed8a728%7C1%7C0%7C639247736293255178%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=doNdOiP7NhH0mPjqIBRzolLD7uDW4IeVay29nAO%2FGSk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:solidarity@freegrassy.net
https://actionnetwork.org/events/river-run-2026

